Historic,  Archive  Document 

Do  not  assume  content  reflects  current 
scientific  knowledge,  policies,  or  practices. 


;rHE  ILLUSTRA 

POULTRY 

RECORD 

Ec/ite.  d  by  E.  TBroWn 


MAY  THE 

•913  DEVELOPMENT 

OF  WALF 


ii. 


THE    ILLUSTRATED    POULTRY  RECORD. 


May,  1913. 


\U  \V 

•^I^  ——  — VI^ 


READERS   OF  THIS   EXCELLENT  MONTHLY 

KNOW   &  REALIZE 

that  when  they  require  STOCK  BIRDS,  BREEDING  PENS,  DAY  OLD 
CHICKS  and   EGGS   FOR  SITTING,  that  by  sending  their  order  to  A 
RELIABLE  FIRM  their  actual  requirements  are  studied  and  supplied. 

THIS,    THOUSANDS    IN    ALL    PARTS    OF    THE   WORLD    HAVE  PROVED; 


Largest  Exporters  to  all  parts  of  the  world  at  ggnd  for  free  copy  of  "  The  Poultry  Keeper's  Journal  "  full 

inclusive  prices  free  to  any  port  at  our  risk.  of  valuable  and  practical  advice  to  all  Poultry  Keepers. 

VISITORS  ALWAYS  WELCOME.  i^Our  farm  h  only  two  niimihs'  walk  from  Orpiiigion  Station.) 

BUY  your  POULTRY  from  the  Actual  BREEDERS  and  EXPORTERS. 

WILLIAIVI  H.  COOK, 

Telephone  CRAY,  39,  LTH)-, 

"-e^^^i^tSGToT""         ORPINGTON,  Kent,  England. 


ART.  C.  GILBERT, 


THE  ORIGINATOR 

OF  THE 


breeder  of 
Orpingtons 
(ail  varieties) 


Blue,  Cuckoo,  &  Pile  Orpingtons 

And  the  BLUE   and    SPANGLED  ROCKS. 


Thousands  of  Cups,  First  Prizes,  Medals,  Diplomas,  etc.,  won  at  all  the 
Leading*  Shows  at  Home  and  on  the  Continent. 

COME  OR  SEND  TO  THE  BREEDER  FOR  SATISFACTION. 


Write  for  Illustrated  Catalogue.  Inspection  Invited.  Vacancy  for  a  Pupil. 

SWANLEY  POULTRY  FARM,  SWANLEY,  KENT. 

Station,  Swanley,  |-niile  from  farm.    Telephone,  37,  Swanley.    Telegraph,  'Gilbert,  Swanle}-. 
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MORGANS, 

Finchampstead,  Berks. 


CORRESPONDENCE    IN    ALL  LANGUAGES. 


THE  WORLD'S 
LEADING 

Egg  Boxes 


9  Medals  and  every  First  Prize 
and  Crystal  Palace  Shows  the 
last  nine  j  ears. 

uch  safer  and  more  durable 
an  others,  and  save  25  tO  30 

per  cent,  in  carriage. 

ces  of  our  Famous  "  Feather- 
weight" Boxes    now  used 
everywhere : 


Size  (doz. )  4  6  8  10 
Weight  ..  -1^  6  7^  8 
Price  . .  5/-  5/6  6/-  6/9 
Size  (doz.)  12  15  20  30 
Weioht  . .  9  12  15  21 
Price    ..  7/6  9  -  11/6  14/- 

Also     "  Anti  -  Smash  " 
Boxes,  and  a  large  vari- 
ety to  hold  Eggs,  Bulter 
and  Fowl. 


Catalogue  of  180  sizes 
and  varieties  post  free 


Robinson's  Patents  Ltd.'lt'ZEc'' 


STONECROFT, 
IPSWICH. 


MAJOR  H.  BARNES 

Breeder    and    Exhibitor   of  BLUE 

ORPINGTONS 

Also  of  \\liite,  Black,  Buff,  Cuckoo,  and  of 

WYANDOTTES 

Wliite,  Silver,  and  Partridge,  also  of 

BLUE  LANGSHANS 

Many  hundreds  of  prizes  won. 
The  BEST  BLOOD  at  moderate  prices. 

STOCK  BIRDS  FROM  10/-  EACH. 
EGGS    FROM    5-    PER  DOZEN. 


Poultry  on  Small  Areas  of  Ground. 

Or,  THE  PHILO  SYSTEM  ADAPTED  TO  THE  BRITISH  ISLES. 

MAJOR  GERALD   MANSFIELD,  M.B., 

Royal  Army  Medical  Corps. 

Price  1/-  Net. 

Published  by 

R,  T.  LANG,  Ltd.,  Tudop  House,  Tudor  Street,  London,  E.G. 
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CYPHERS 

STANDARD  INCUBATORS. 

The  Cyphers  Incubator  was  first  placed  ou  the 
American  market  in  1896,  and  at  once  attracted  the 
attention  of  practical  poultrymen  because  of  the  ease 
and  simplicity  with  which  it  could  be  operated  and 
the  remarkable  good  work  it  did  in  hatching  chicks 
and  ducklings.  It  immediately  took  first  place  in  the 
United  States  and  Canada  as  a  practical  hatcher,  and 
in  the  succeeding  years  has  steadily  grown  in  the 
appreciation  of  the  public  until  it  has  distanced  all 
competitors. 


'  Until  Cyphers  Incubators  were  placed  on  the  English 
Market,  hot-water  Incubators,  as  manufactured  by 
various  English  makers,  afforded,  generally  speaking, 
the  onlj-  available  means  of  hatching  eggs  artifically 
in  this  country. 

The  Cyphers  Incubators  are  the  original  hot-air, 
non=moisture,  self=regulating,  self=ventilatrng  Machines. 


CYPHERS  BROODERS 


Cyphers  Brooders  make  rearing  chicks  pleasant  and 
profitable.  They  are  fit  companions  for  the  Cyphers 
Incubators,  and,  like  them,  are  correct  in  principle, 
durably  made,  and  certain  to  give  satisfaction. 

The  proper  test  of  Incubators  and  Brooders  is  the 
work  they  do  in  the  hands  of  men  and  women  using 
them. 

For  full  particulars  concerning  Cyphers  Incubators, 
Brooders,  and  other  Manufactures,  send  for  complete 
Catalogue,  No.  7,  post  free. 


CYPHERS  INCUBATOR  COMPANY, 

119-125,  Finsbupy  Pavement,  London,  E.C. 


Rinn/^/%]n"ni    0     fif\         incubator  and  Poultry 
,    A\/\/Jt  JCi   06    v/w«    Appliance  Manufacturers. 
21,    Stepney    Square,    Stepney,    London,  E. 

Cables  and  Telegrams—"  Toopes,  London."     Telephone— 3497 
East.     A. B.C.  Code  used,  5th  Edition. 

THE  ASBESTIC  HEN  INCUBATOR. 

Patd.  Great  Britain,  Colonies  and 
U.S. A  The  only  Incubator  con- 
structed of  Asbestos  F.oard  in  the 
World.  Absolutely  automatic  in 
action.  Cannot  crack  or  warp. 
Fireproof,  vermin-proof,  and  rot- 
proof.  Patented  moist  air  venti- 
lating- system  (no  water  trays.) 
Heated  by  hot  air  and  hot  water. 
Hatches  stronger,  more  vigorous, 
and  heavier  chicks  than  any  other 
Incubator. 
Send  for  Free  Catalogue. 

POULTRY  HOUSES,  BROODERS.  Brooder  Heaters  (by  gas,  oil, 
BROODERS  HOUSES  COMPLETE  or  coal),  Coops,  Wire  Netting 
Bone  and  Grain  Crushing  IMachines,  and  Poultrynien's  Sundries. 


FJNEST  ^ 
POULTRY 

CATALOGUE 


De  Graff 

^POULTRY 
FARM. 

mmm  w 


,   STOCK  &IGGS  FOR  SALE 

R.C  RHODE     ISLAND  REDS 
PLEASE   SEND    FOR   MY  CATALOGUE 


Winners  outright  of  the  Sussex  Breed  Cup. 

SPECKLED,  LIGHT  and  RED 
Cockerels  and  Pullets  for  Sale. 

EGGS  NOW  READY-42/-,  21/-,  12/.,  7  6  per  dozen 

Also  Black,  White,  and  Buff  Orpingtons. 

JOHN  BAILY  &  SON  I  'Phone— Heathfield  Tower  14. 


THE    COMING    BREED  ! 

The  White  German  Imperials  are  first  class  layers  and 
most  excellent  for  edible  purposes.  Eggs 
and  chickens  of  all  ages  ;  also  thousands  of 
Pekin  Ducklings  at  moderate  prices. 
vSUDDEUTSCHE  GEFLUGELFARM, 

HUGO  WUSTHOFF  &  Co.  m.,  C.  H. 

Frankfurt   Main,  Germany. 


STEEL'S  NEW  POULTRY  RINGS. 

  "  The  only  Rings  that  cannot  hurt  the  leg  or 

get  lost."   8  brilliant  colours— red,  blue,  mauve 
(yellow,  &c. — and  10  sizes.    To  fix  "  hook  on 
;  one  end  and  wind  the  rest  round."     25,  1/-  ;  50, 
1 1/9  ;  100,  3/-  Post  Free.    The  strongest  celluloid 
I  Ring  yet  made.    Send  for  FREE  sample,  and 
we  shall  then  get  your  orders.    G-rand  64-page 
Catalogue  FREE. 
350,000  sold  last  year. 

A.  STEEL,  Manufacturer,  Lcsmahasow,  N.B. 
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B.P.  F0WL  H0USES 


SOUNDLY  BUILT 


SELECTED  TIMBER 


No.  C,  PORTABLE 

FOWL  HOUSE. 

Size  6ft.  by  4ft.  by  4ft. 
high  in  front. 

Roof  of  matchboard ing  covered 
with  tarred  felt ;  walls  of  match- 
boarding',  stained  outside  with 
brown  "  Stop-rot,"  lime-whitened 
inside  Fitted  with  nests  and 
perches  lock-np  door,  and  slide 
o„  ,11       o   r\ — -      .  ,  in  front.    Handles  for  carrying 

DoultoQ  £,  piNvjIid^  ySJorwich  No  floor 

Cash  Price,  33/-    Carriage  ^Paid  on  two  or  more  Houses. 

Maay  other  Designs  shown  ia  Catalogue 
No.    181a,    seat   post .  free   on  application. 

BOULTON    &    PAUL,   Limited,  NORWICH. 


Rhode  Island  Whites. 

"  A  New  Favourite  with  a  Reason." 


This  is  the  new  breed  which  is  now  creating  such  a  sensation  in  the 
United  States.  They  are  a  very  hardy  bird,  and  have  no  equal  as 
layers.  I  am  English  agent  for  McCarthy's  "  Peerless"  strain  of 
R.I.  Whites,  and  all  those  who  are  interested  in  the  grand  new  breed 
should  write  me  for  particulars  and  prices  of  eggs  and  stock. 


Miss  C.  A.  REID  POWELL 


"Blegbie,"  St.  Ives, 
RINGWOOD,  HAMPSHIRE. 


Breeder  of  High-class 
R.I.  Reds,  and  R.I.  Whites  (two  pens)  and  Blue  Orpingtons  (Cooks'). 


•  •  Fowls  •  P(I£ks->'7vrh6ts  • 


ten.  -  &  ^  - 


TABLE 

Reared 

(p&ting. 


roVUTRV  MEAfc  12fe  F»N6      15/- \  112 

VI -PO"   MALTED  rOOV  TdJVIS 

T     gfei  28'^'  T/  I  112*  2Q/- 

V-  extra  Scotland  »  l"^'^' 


WHITE  imm  ^omm 


'hS  Murk  lane 


ti>  1841 


LIVERPOOL 
»  &£LFAST 


You  can  tell  any  Bird's  Number 

at  a  glance,  by  marking  with 

Hill's  colored  expanding  bands 

Don't  injure  legs  or  fall 
off.    10  disti'ict  coloi-s. 
Code  for  numbering-  up 
to  999. 
size  for      per  loo 

1  Chicks       I  8 

2  Small  Hens  3/4 

3  Standard  3/10 

4  Large  4/6 
SAMPLES  FREE. 

HILL'S  RUBBER  Co.,  Ltd.,  (P  Dept). 
Market  Place  READING. 


HEALTHIER  HENS 
MORE  EGGS  ■rAs^co'J 

O  Genuine 
WwO  I     Meat  Meal 


It  win  pay  you  to  write  for  Free  Sample 
and  Particulurs  to— 

•LASCO,'  Carruthers  Street,  L'POOL. 


1^ 


NO  DEAD 
CHICKS 


ARIVIITAGE'S 

Dry  Chick  Food 

Best  and  Cheapest  in  the  lon^;  run. 

IS   IT   A  SAVING? 

to  buy  Cheap  Food  and  lose 
half  youp  hatch,  when,  by 
paying"  a  few  pence  more,  you 

REAR  EVERY 
VALUABLE  CHICK! 

14lbs.,  2/6,  carriage  paid,  31-  ;   281b.s.,  5/-,  carriage  paid, 
5,9.     Sample  post  free  from  the  makers.     Sold  by  all 
Corn  Dealers  and  Stores. 


COME  ALONG  !  I 

iTsARMITAdE'S 


m\ 


^Manufactured  by 


ARMITACE  BRQs.LTp.  NOTTINGHAM. 
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DO  NOT  BE  MISLED 

into  believing  that  every  Chicken  Meal  is 
SPRATT'S  Chicken  Meal,  or  that  every 
Chicken  Mixture  is  'CHIKKO.  "  There  is 
ONLY  ONE  Spratt's  Chicken  Meal  and  it 
is  sold  in  Sealed  Bags  and  Packets  plainly 
printed  "SPRATT'S."  The  word  " CHIKKO  " 
is  a  Registered  Trade  Mark  and  applies  only 
to  the  scientific  Dry  Chick  Food  produced  by 
SPRATT'S,  which  is  also  packed  in  sealed  bags. 


SPRATT'S 
CHICKEN  MEAL 

is  the  only  food  of  its  kind  which 
furnishes  ALL  the  elements  necess- 
ary for  rapid  development  of 
frame,  body  and  vitality,  which 
is  a  cooked  food,  extremely  easy 
of  assimilation  and  digestion,  and 
which  forces  the  birds  to  be- 
come strong,  healthy  and  vigorous 
pullets.  Spratt's  Chicken  Meal 
must  always  form  the  FIRST 
MORNING  FEED  and  be  given 
warm. 


SPRATT'S 
"CHIKKO" 

is  a  mixture  of  Grains,  Seeds, 
Insects,  Ants'  Eggs,  and  Egg-  Flake, 
the  proportions  of  which  are  only 

known  to  Spratt's,  and 

which  should  always  be  the  sup- 
plementary feed  to  Chicken  Meal. 
Its  merit  lies  in  the  fact  that  it 
supplies  what  may  be  summed  up 
as  Chicken  "  Stamina."  Spratt's 
"  Chikko "  should  be  given  Dry 
as  the  EVENING  FEED. 


REMEMBER 


FREE! 

6d.  Book  on 
Poultry  Culture 
and  full  range 
of  Samples. 
Write  to-day. 


CHICKEN  MEAL 


and  "CHIKKO" 

have  50  years'  practical  experience  behind 

them. 


Spratt's  Patent  Ltd. 

24,  25.  Fenchureh  St., 
LONDON,  E.G. 

Proprietors  of  Hear- 
son's  Incubators  and 
Foster  Mothers. 
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How  are  you  ?    Have  you  had  your  Molasaiue  Chicken  Food? 

Keep  them  free  from 
intestinal  trouble  - — 
from  which  so  many 
chicks  die 

There  are  no  sick  chicks  ou   the  Molassiue  Poultry 
Farms  at  Twyford  because  our  years  of  research  and 
experimental  work  has  enabled  us  to  produce  a  perfect 
food  for  chickens, 

a  food  which  is  not  only  a  body  builder  but  whicli  also  contains 
antiseptic  and  digestive  properties,  which  absolutely  prevents  and 
eradicates  from  the  system  anything  detrimental  to  the  chicks  health. 
The  chicks,  so  long  as  they  are  fed  on 

Molassine 

Chicken  Food 

will  go  from  strength  to  strength  and  command  high  prices. 
The  following  feeding  directions  should  be  carefully  noted : 

'No  food  should  be  given  until  they  are  36  hours  old, 
nature  having  provided  for  them  during  this  X->eriod. 
Give  four  feeds  daily  of  Molassine  Chicken  Food, 
mixed  with  either  boiling  water  or  milk,  alloiving  it 
to  stand  15  minutes  and  feed  in  a  crumbly  state  [mix 
freshly  each  feed  if  possible)  and  for  last  feed  at 
night  give  Molassine  Dry  Chick  Feed. 


Write  to  us  TO-DAY  for 


A  Free  Sample 


BV  SPECIAL  APPOINTMENT 


and  full  particulars. 

SOLD  EVERYWHERE 

2d.  per  lb. 
Carriage  paid  on  1  cwt.  and  upwards. 


WHITAKER  &  TOOTILL 

SPECIALLSTS    BREEDERS  OF 

Champion  WHITE  LEGHORNS 
Champion  BLACK  MINORCAS 
Champion   WHITE  ORPINGTONS 

The  Most  Successful  Stud  in  the  W orld  in  the  above  Breeds,  having- 
bred  and  exhibited  more 

CHALLENGE    CUP   AND    CHAMPIONSHIP  WINNERS 

Than  any  other  Yard  at  all  the  best  Shows. 
Note  latest  successes  at  the  recent 

DAIRY  SHOW. 

TWO  CHAMPIONSHIPS. 
TWO    SPECIALS.       FIVE  FIRSTS. 
ONE    SECOND.  TWO  THIRDS. 

TWO    FOURTHS.        ONE  FIFTH. 


RECORD  SUCCESSES. 

Awarded  50-Guinea  Trophy  and  British  Minorca  Club  Champion- 
ship Prize  at  Club  Shows,  1905,  1906,  1907,  1908,  1909  ;  both  Leg-horn 
Clubs'  White  Leghorn  Challenge  Cups  outright  (3  years  in  succes- 
sion) ;  Leghorn  Championships  Dairy,  Leghorn  Club  Show,  L.P.R. 
and  A.  Club  Show,  White  Leghorn  Club  Show,  and  Crystal  Palace, 
1910  :  Poultry  Club  Championship  Medal,  White  Orpington  Club 
Show,  1906,  1907,  1908,  and  1910;  30-Guinea  Trophy  best  male  bird  in 
Show.  Crystal  Palace,  1910  ;  White  Leghorn  Championships  Dairy 
and  Crystal  Palace,  191 X  ;  Both  Championships  for  Leghorns  and 
Minorcas,  Dairy,  1912. 


Stock  of  highest  quality  for  disposal  at  from  20/-  each. 


Exportations  a  speciality.  Satisfaction  guaranteed 

Write  for  quotations  to-WHITAKER  &  F.  TOOTILL, 

Quarry  Farm,  POOL,  Yorkshire. 

Telegrams— Tootill,  Pool,  Leeds.       Telephone  -  88,  Arthington. 


PHIPPS' World  Champion 
'Perfection'  Incubator. 

The  Palace  Champion  from  1904  to  1912. 
The  Machine  for  1913. 

This  famous  Incubator  has  won  73  first  awards  in  suc- 
cession, including  five  times  Dairy  Show,  seven  times 

.5ejL_^?»»_ — J1L_  «_      Palace,  andmany 

others. 


DRAWER  TYPE. 


30-egg 
GO-eag 
]00-egg 
200-egg 


£2  14  0 

3  7  6 

4  0  0 
6  17  6 


PANEL  TYPE. 

£1  18  0 

3  12  6 

4  5  0 
7    5  0 


30  egg 
GO-egg 
\  10(i-egg 
,  200-egg 


And  all  particulars 
of  my  Intensive  and 
Colony  House  and 
every  article  for 
up-to-date  poultry 
culture. 


TO  H.M.   KING  GEORGE  V. 


The  Molassine  Co.,  Ltd.,  (B.M.  Dept.,)  Greenwich,  London. 


A.  E.W.  PHIPPS,  ^r"^^' 

HARBORNE,  BIRMINGHAM. 

Telegraphic  Address  :  "Incubator,  Harboi-ne. 
Nat.  Telephone  :  268  Edgbastcn. 
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ROYAL 


SHOW 


BRISTOL, 
July  1st  to  5th,  1913. 


74tli  ANNUAL  EXHIBITION  of  HORSES,  CaTTlE, 
Sheep,  Pigs,  Poultry  and  Farm  Produce;  Jumping, 
Horse-Shoeing  and  Butter-Making  Competitions, 
Agriculturai,  Education,  Forest  &  Horticui,ture 

POULTRY, 

(140  Classes). 
ENTRIES   CLOSE    MAY  31st. 

Other  Live  Stock,  Entries  Ci,ose  May  2otli. 


Prize-sheets  and  Entry-Forms  will  be  forwarded  on 
application  to 

THOMAS  McROW,  Secretary. 

Royal  Agricultural  Society  of  England, 
i6  Bedford  Square,  Loudon,  W.C. 


"RAPID  GROWTH "  CHICK  FEED 


BUILDS 
IG 
URLY 
IRDS  I 

from  the  shell  with  AN  ABSOLUTE  MINIMUM  OF  LOSS. 


THAT'S 
the  stuff 
to  give  them  ! 


Free  Sample  on  application  or  a 
lib.  Free  Packet  in  return  for  3 
penny  stamps  for  postage.  Also 
an  interesting  Poultry  Booklet. 

 Write  To-day.  

CHAMBERLAIN,  POLE   &   CO.,  LIMITED, 


RAPID  GROWTH  CHICK  FEED. 


JfsGP  Trademark 


Broadmead, 
BRISTOL. 

The  Poultry, 
Pigeon  and 
Dog  Food  . 
Specialists. 
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10,000   EGGS   TURNED    IN   LESS    THHN   5  MINUTES 


i  GLOUCESTER 
INCUBATOR 

by  means  of  our  New  Patent  Self-turning  Egg-tray. 


The  illustration  depicts  OUR  PATENT  LAMP,  which  holds 
sufficient  oil  for  the  whole  hatch,  and  is  a  vast  improvement  on 
the  self-fillers  hitherto  sold  with  incubators.  It  is  permanently 
fixed  in  position,  and  the  burner  is  attended  to  by  withdrawint;  a 
slide  to  which  it  is  fitted,  to  a  convenient  position  in  front  of  the 
incubator.  Being  made  to  contain  a  large  body  of  oil,  it  is  free 
from  all  risk  of  fire  as  it  is  always  cool,  and  as  no  vapour  can  be 
given  off,  there  is  no  smell  and  no  loss  by  evaporation,  as  is  the 
case  with  small  reservoirs  which  soon  get  heated.  This  lamp  is 
supplied  with  any  Gloucester  Incubator  without  extra  charge. 


PRICES    OF  INCUBATORS. 

40egrgsize..  £2  10  O  150  Cgrg  size.  £4  5  O 
66  ..      3    O    O       240  ..    6    O  O 

100         ,,  3  15    O       390  .7    5  0 

Prompt  despatch  Guaranteed.     Carriage  Paid. 


Our  PATENT  SELF-TURNING  EGG  TRAY  turns  all  the  eggs  in  a 
second  by  one  movement  of  the  hand  without  the  slightest  jar  or 
vibration.  The  eggs  can  be  turned  without  opening  the  door,  so 
that  the  temperature  can  be  kept  absolutely  constant.  It  is  an 
enormous  time  and  labour  saver.  Thousands  flocked  to  see  it  at 
the  Dairy,  Manchester,  and  Crystal  Palace  Shows,  and  it  was  the 
unanimous  opinion  that  it  was  the  best  invention  ever  brought  out 
for  the  improvement  of  incubators. 

Our  PATENT  REFLECTOR  will  enable  the  Thermometer  to  be  read 
with  the  greatest  ease. 

Our  PATENT  AUTOMATIC  DOOR  CLOSING  APPARATUS  auto- 
matically closes  the  door,  after  cooling,  at  any  specified  time  in 

your  absence  without  any  attention  on  the  part  of  tlie  operator. 
These  improvements  make  the  "Gloucester"  an  absolutely  auto- 
matic Incubator,  and  place  it  a  long  way  ahead  of  all  others. 


CatalogKc,  tvitli  particulars ,  post  free  on  a  t>plication. 


GLOUCESTER  INCUBATOR  Co.,  Dept.  P,  GLOUCESTER. 


FOR    RELIABLE    EGGS   FOR   HATCHING   GO  TO 

W.  HOLMES  HUNT, 


Originatoi*  of  the  Red  Orpington  Fowls), 


Brook  House  Poultry  Farm,  Hellingly,  Sussex,  England, 

who  can  supply  with  Stock  of  first-class  quality  and  reliable  Strains  in 


Orpingtons,  White,  Buff,  Black, 
Blue,  and  Spangled. 

Leghorns,  White  and  Black. 

Wyandottes,  White. 

Sussex,  Light  and  Speckled. 
From  5/-  to  21/-  per  sitting. 


Aylesbury  Ducks, 
Buff  Orpington  Ducks, 
Blue  Orpington  Ducks, 

SPECIAL  OFFER.  One  sitting  of  eggs 
given  FREE  to  every  purchaser  of  5 
sittings  at  5/'  (fowls)  sitting. 

15  eggs  sent  to  a  sitting  and  NO  unfer- 
tiles  replaced,  or  12  egg,  all  proving 
unfertile  replaced  once. 


See  entirely  New  illustrated  catalogue  with  coloured  plate — it  is  se^it  POST  FREE, 
Send  for  "Chicken  Chat"  or  "Hints  on  Successful  Poultry- Keeping."    Price,  1/6  for  Year,  post  free. 
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Vol.  V  — No.  8. 


May  1,  1913. 


Monthly,  Price  Sixpence. 


DIARY   OF   THE  MONTH. 


EDITORIAL  NOTICES. 


Telegrams  :    "  Vivacidad,   Fleet,  London.' 
Telephone  :  City,  2083 


The  Editor  will  be  glad  to  consider  any  MSS., 
photographs,  or  sketches  submitted  to  him,  but  they 
should  be  accompanied  by  stamped  addressed  envelopes 
for  return  if  unsuitable.  In  case  of  loss  or  injury  he 
cannot  hold  himself  responsible  for  MSS.,  photographs 
or  sketches,  and  publication  in  the  Illustrated 
Poultry  Record  can  alone  be  taken  as  evidence  of 
acceptance.  The  name  and  address  of  the  owner 
shoidd  be  placed  on  the  back  of  all  pictures  and  MSS. 
All  rights  of  reproduction  and  translation  are 
reserved. 

The  Editor  would  like  to  hear  from  readers  on  any 
Poultry  Topics,  and  all  Queries  addressed  to  the  paper 
will  be  ansivered  by  experts  in  the  several  departments. 
The  desire  is  to  help  those  ivho  are  in  difficulty  regard- 
ing the  management  of  their  poultry,  and  accordingly 
no  charge  for  answering  such  queries  is  made. 

The  Annual  subscription  to  the  Illustrated 
Poultry  Record  at  home  and  abroad  is  8s.,  including 
postage,  except  to  Canada,  in  which  case  it  is  7s. 
Cheques  and  P.O.O.'s  should  be  made  payable  to  the 
Illustrated  Poultry  Record. 


The  ILLUSTRATED  POULTRY  RECORD  is  published  on 
the  first  of  every  month.  Should  readers  experience 
any  difficulty  in  securing:  their  copies  promptly  they 
are  requested  to  communicate  immediately  with  the 
Editor. 

The  latest  date  for  receiving;  advertisements  is  the 
20th  of  the  month  preceding  date  of  issue. 

The  utmost  care  is  exercised  to  exclude  all  adver- 
tisements of  a  doubtful  character.  if  any  reader 
has  substantial  grounds  for  complaint  against  an 
advertiser  he  is  requested  to  communicate  at  once 
with  the  Editor, 


Happy  Anglesey. 

In  the  article  on  the  development  of  co- 
operation in  the  Island  of  Anglesey,  by  Col.  the 
Hon.  R.  Stapleton  Cotton,  which  we  print  this 
month,  and  which  tells  of  what  has  been  and  is 
being  done  there,  he  says  "there  are  no  foxes 
in  the  island."  Upon  that  fact  farmers  and 
others  in  Anglesey  are  to  be  congratulated,  as 
they  have  not  to  combat  an  influence  which 
has  dene  more  than  almost  any  other  to  hinder 
developments  in  many  sections  of  the  country. 
Under  such  conditions  there  is  not  that  clash  of 
interests  which  has  given  rise  to  a  very  em- 
bittered state  of  affairs  elsewhere.  This  places 
Anglesey  in  a  specially  favoured  position,  one 
which  should  aftbrd  producers  an  oppor- 
tunity which,  if  taken  advantage  of  will  mean 
much  in  the  future,  and  add  greatly  to  the 
annual  returns  of  those  living  on  the  land.  Up 
to  a  year  ago  the  main  difficulty  was  in  respect 
to  outlets  and  to  prices  realised,  leading  to 
unreliability  of  quality  and  supplies  which  is 
fatal  to  success.  Thanks,  however,  to  those 
whose  public  spirit  and  enterprise  is  seen  in  the 
establishment  of  the  Anglesey  Egg  Collecting 
Depot,  Limited,  this  state  of  affairs  is  being 
completely  altered.  Within  recent  times  it  was 
by  no  means  uncommon  for  eggs  to  be  fed  to 
pigs  in  the  time  of  glut.  Such  will  never  recur. 
We  look  forward  to  the  time  when  the  produc- 
tion of  eggs  and  poultrj^  will  be  the  most  im- 
portant branch  of  agriculture  in  Anglese}^ 
where  the  climatic  and  soil  conditions  are 
favourable  in  the  extreme. 

A  Poultry  College  on  Wheels. 

What  has  been  commenced  in  Anglesey  is 
just  as  much  needed  in  other  parts  of  North 
Wales.  That  is  the  reason  why,  as  explained 
in  this  special  issue,  the  Agricultural  Organi- 
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sation  Society,  and  the  National  Poultrj^  Organi- 
sation Society,  working  in  conjunction  with 
local  authorities  and  private  individuals,  have 
selected  North  Wales  for  the  second  egg  train 
in  Europe.  The  experience  gained  three  years 
ago  has  proved  most  valuable,  as  the  demon- 
stration cars  on  this  occasion  are  much  more 
complete.  Unfortunately  the  dates  chosen  have 
prevented  our  giving  as  early  as  we  should 
have  wished,  full  particulars  of  the  tour. 
These  we  hope  to  summarise  next  month.  In 
the  meantime  the  daily  and  weekly  press,  we 
anticipate,  will  have  satisfied  the  immediate 
desire  for  information.  What  we  have  attemp- 
ted is  to  give  this  month  special  articles  which 
may  help  to  a  realisation  of  the  conditions  and 
needs  of  the  northern  half  of  the  principality. 
One  of  the  most  satisfactory  features  is  that  the 
Board  of  Agriculture  and  the  local  education 
authorities  and  colleges,  have  delegated  repre- 
sentatives to  accompany  the  train,  which  we 
trust  may  be  but  the  first  of  many  such. 

The  effect  of  co-operation. 

Statements  have  recently  been  made  indica- 
tive of  disappointment  with  co-operative 
methods.  To  some  extent  these  may  be  justi- 
fied. Frequently,  however,  blame  has  to  be  laid 
upon  the  co-operators,  not  the  .system,  as  they 
fail  to  support  loyally,  and  expect  it  to  perform 
the  impossible.  A  co-operative  egg  is  no  better 
than  one  sold  in  the  ordinary  way.  Unless, 
therefore,  sale  is  expedited  and  guarantees  of 
quality  are  forthcoming  in  tangible  form,  one 
system  is  as  good  as  the  other.  As  to  com- 
petitive prices  offered  by  traders  there  is  another 
side  to  the  question,  which  may  be  best  illus- 
trated by  what  we  were  recently  told  concerning 
a  local  egg  depot,  and  which  could  be  repeated 
in  several  other  instances.  Prior  to  the  estab- 
lishment of  the  depot,  prices  had  been  low  in 
the  district.  The  buyers  were  in  league.  When 
it  seemed  as  if  they  were  losing  their  supplies, 
not  alone  did  the  prices  go  up,  which  was  to 
the  good  of  everyone,  but  this  advance  was 
carried  far  beyond  the  legitimate  point,  in  that 
some  of  the  traders  systematically  paid  higher 
rates  than  could  be  profitable  to  anyone,  as  a 
result  of  which  many  of  the  members,  forgetting 
the  benefits  already  realised  and  the  object  that 
the  traders  had  in  view,  namely,  the  killing  of 
this  new  competitive  factor,  withdrew  their 
support.  Under  such  circumstances  the  ques- 
tions presenting  themselves,  were,  what  were 
the  actual  gains  undoubtedly  accruing  from  the 
starting  of  this  depot,  and,  what  would  be  the 
result  if  as  a  result  of  this  unfair  competition,  it 
had  to  close?  Whether  those  concerned  will 
take  larger  or  broader  views,  or  will  look  only 
at  the  immediate  result  remains  to  be  seen.  That 


the  advance  in  realised  prices  has  been  mainly 
due  to  the  depot  cannot  be  questioned. 

The  Late  Mr.  Harry  Wallis. 

It  is  with  the  deepest  regret  that  all  sections 
of  poultry-keepers  learnt  of  the  death,  as  a 
result  of  an  accident  in  the  hunting  field,  of 
Mr.  Harry  Wallis,  a  leading  member  of  the 
poultry  club  committee,  and  a  former  President 
of  that  bod}^,  as  well  as  the  honorary  secretary 
.since  its  establishment  of  the  Eangshan  club. 
His  kindly  and  genial  presence  will  be  missed 
in  many  directions,  but  nowhere  more  than  at 
shows.    Ever  ready  to  share  in  any  movement 


The  late  Mr.  Harry  Wallis. 


for  helping  the  poultry  fancy,  he  was  character- 
ised by  no  selfish  aims,  and  it  was  that  fact 
which  gave  him  a  unique  position.  Such  can 
be  fully  and  freely  said  by  those  whose  ideals 
were  furthest  from  his  own,  as  in  the  case  of 
the  modern  Langshan  as  distinct  from  the 
original  type,  for  he  had  much  to  do  with  the 
changes  referred  to.  His  quiet  determination 
was  not  easily  combatted,  especially  when 
combined  with  great  skill  in  breeding  and 
means  enabling  him  to  give  place  to  his  ideas. 
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He  is  one  of  a  class  of  true  fanciers  which  can 
be  ill  spared,  of  which  there  are  only  too  few, 
and  we  lament  his  untimely  death.  We  refer  in 
another  part  of  the  paper  to  Mr.  Wallis'  career. 

Farm  Institutes, 

The  publication  of  a  memorandum  by  the 
Board  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries  on  "Agri- 
cultural Education  in  connexion  with  Farm 
Schools  and  Farm  Institutes,"  shows  that  some 
progress  is  being  made.  In  this  is  set  forth  the 
conditions  under  which  grants  from  the  money 
allocated  from  the  development  fund  can  be 
obtained  for  establishment  and  maintenance  of 
farm  schools,  farm  institutes,  and  experimental 
plots  That  is  all  to  the  good.  One  of  the 
promises  is  that  in  the  various  areas  in  England 
Advisor}^  Councils  shall  be  formed  to  advise  in 
and  control  the  local  agricultural  education,  which 
is  excellent  in  principle  though  very  faulty  in 
practice,  as  we  have  seen  before.  It  may  be 
asked,  what  steps  will  be  taken  to  ensure  that 
the  various  branches  will  be  represented  on 
these  Councils  in  conformit}"  with  the  needs  of 
the  district  ?  Unless  the  Board  of  Agriculture 
is  prepared  to  use  its  power  of  nomination  to 
give  an  adequate  balance  to  the  representation, 
so  far  as  poultr5^-keeping  is  concerned,  the  thing 
will  be  a  fiasco.  Take  such  an  Advisory 
Council  in  the  majority  of  English  Counties,  it 
is  not  too  much  to  sa^v  that  fox  hunters  would 
figure  largel}'  thereon,  and  not  a  single  person 
would  be  interested  in  poultry.  We  know  what 
that  means.  Only  the  scraps  would  be  thrown, 
and  unwillingl)-,  to  this  branch  of  agriculture. 
It  is  scarcely  to  be  gainsaid  that  count}^  edu- 
cation committees  and  their  officials  are  in  the 
main  either  indifferent  or  antagonistic  to 
poultrj^,  and  do  not  believe  in  the  pursuit. 
One  striking  instance  is  a  county  farm  serving 
a  large  area  with  a  poultr}^  plant  which  could 
almost  be  got  into  the  garden  surrounding  the 
dairy  buildings.  The  responsibilit}",  therefore, 
rests  on  the  Board  of  Agriculture. 

An  Increase  of  Imports. 

Since  the  beginning  of  the  year  there  has  been 
a  large  increase  in  supplies  of  foreign  eggs  and 
poultry,  thus  reversing  the  tendancy  of  recent 
years.  The  Trade  and  Navigation  returns  for 
the  first  three  months  show  increases  in  egg 
imports  of  456,554  great  hundreds  over  19 12, 
and  383,060  great  hundreds  over  191 1  respec- 
tiveh^,  with  advance  in  values  of  _;^i85,728  over 
1912  and  ;^203,4oo  over  191 1.  Russian  and 
Danish  supplies  account  for  practicall}^  the 
whole  of  this  increase,  nearly  40  per  cent,  for 
Russian,  and  57  per  cent.  Danish.  Dutch  are 
practically  the  same  as  last  year,  but  France, 
Italy,  and  Austria-Hungary  all  show  decreases. 


The  average  values  for  the  first  quarters  of  the 
three  years  are  as  follows:  1911,  8s.  y^d.  per 
great  hundred;  1912,  9s.  y^d. ;  1913,  9s.  id. 
Considering  the  increased  volume  of  Russian 
imports,  these  large  additional  quantities  have 
not  affected  prices.  In  poultry  the  advance  is 
from  ^342,423  in  1912,  to  ^492,788  in  the 
current  year,  or  44  per  cent,  due  almost  entirely 
to  the  United  States,  from  which  country  the 
figures  are  1912,  ^49,810,  and  1913,  ^178,827 
respectively.  The  meaning  of  these  increases 
in  both  directions  has  yet  to  be  revealed. 

The  Hen  as  a  Canary, 

Is  our  friend  "  Home  Counties "  also  among 
the  prophets  of  intensification  ?  We  all  remem- 
ber with  what  vigour  he  has  denounced  poultry 
farming,  both  in  his  book  bearing  that  title  and 
in  his  various  writings.  Now  we  have  him  in 
"The  World's  Work,"  telling  of  a  poultry-keeper 
at  Takele3^  in  Essex,  whose  methods  are  in- 
tensive in  the  extreme,  in  that  the  hens  are  kept 
under  cover  all  the  time,  that  he  used  the 
title  quoted  above.  From  the  internal  evi- 
dence of  what  he  has  written  it  would  appear 
that  this  redoubtable  antagonist  is  likely  to 
become  a  protagonist.  As  is  alwa5-s  the  case 
the  story  is  well  told  and  worth  reading.  The 
place  in  question  is  largel}'  based  upon  the 
Corning  experience  in  America.  As  to  how  far 
it  can  be  made  profitable  in  this  country  remains 
to  be  proved.  If  that  could  be  accomplished 
we  should  be  delighted,  as  it  would  enlarge  the 
field  of  our  rural  industries.  The  proof  will  be, 
not  what  can  be  done  in  a  year  or  two,  but  the 
permanent  effect  upon  the  race  of  fowls  so  used, 
that  is,  bred  under  these  abnormal  conditions. 
Already  there  are  records  of  enfeeblement  of 
stocks  bred  through  several  3-ears  under  ultra 
intensive  conditions.  That  is  v.^here  one  of  the 
great  dangers  lies.  If  ever  this  system  is  to  be 
a  success,  it  must  be  combined  for  egg  produc- 
tion with  breeding  from  stock  on  range  and 
growing  naturally.  A  town  cowkeeper  does  not 
breed  from  his  closel}^  byred  animals,  but  bu5'S 
from  the  farm,  and  either  returns  the  cow  there 
when  dr3^  or  sells  to  the  butcher. 

The  Farmer's  Daughter — and  Her  Father. 

Upon  this  text  "Home  Counties"  preaches  an 
old  sermon  on  the  chance  of  the  farmer's 
daughter,  and  how  she  should  manage  her 
father,  one  which  needs  to  be  repeated  again 
and  again.  He  suggests  that  the  large  house 
of  a  similar  tj^pe  to  that  now  in  use  by  Mr. 
Toovey  and  others,  and  such  as  has  been  illus- 
trated in  the  Ii^lustrated  Poultry  Record, 
will  be  much  less  laborious  to  manage  than  where 
a  number  of  separate  habitations  have  to  be 
visited   and   cleaned,    and   the    inmates  fed. 
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Whether  that  be  so  or  not  we  do  not  propose  to 
discuss.  Our  present  object  is  to  refer  to  what 
is  said  respecting  the  male  parent,  namely  : 

It  is  of  no  use  talking  about  what  the  farmer's 
daughter  might  do  if  her  father  will  not  wake  up. 
It  this  new  system  is  going  to  be  the  success  that 
experimenters  contend  that  it  will  be,  the  farmer 
has  plainly  to  adopt  a  new  attitude  of  mind  towards 
hens.  At  present  they  seem  to  the  average  agri- 
culturist something  like  a  necessary  nuisance. 

Once  the  farmer  is  awakened  to  a  new  view 
of  things  we  shall  make  progress  more  rapidly. 
He  is  the  hindrance  in  many  cases.  Everyone 
will  welcome  this  new  system  if  it  has  that 
effect.  It  may  be  true  that  if  he  thought  the 
hens  were  to  be  kept  under  cover  and  not 
scattered  about  the  farm  he  would  regard  them 
differently,  but  we  think  the  cause  is  deeper 
than  that.  Still  it  is  worth  an  effort.  We 
wonder  what  many  farmers  would  say  if  their 
daughters  asked  for  an  looft.  laying  house. 
Perhaps  that  depends  upon  the  daughters. 

What  one  bad  egg  did. 

The  effect  of  bad  eggs  upon  trade  is  not  often 
thought  of,  yet  it  is  very  serious.  The  other 
day  we  were  in  a  shop  when  a  case  of  eggs  was 
opened,  which  ought  to  have  been  first  class 
considering  their  origin.  On  examination,  one 
in  ten  was  unfit  for  boiling  purposes.  Doubt- 
less these  had  been  put  in  with  the  idea  that  they 
would  not  be  seen.  In  this  connexion  Professor 
Elford,  in  a  recent  address,  calls  attention  to  a 
very  important  point.  He  says  that  a  man  or 
woman  sitting  down  to  the  breakfast  table  in  the 
morning  must  have  a  new-laid  egg  if  they  have 
an  egg  at  all.  It  seems  as  though  a  housekeeper 
can  overlook  almost  anything  else  except  a  bad 
egg  or  the  man  who  sent  it.  Just  let  a  man 
open  up  a  stale  egg  on  the  breakfast  table.  It 
does  not  only  mean  that  he  will  not  eat  it,  but  it 
means  that  he  refuses  to  eat  eggs  for  a  long  time 
afterwards.  Prof.  Elford  says  that  he  heard  a 
gentleman  say  this  spring:  "Fifteen  years  ago  I 
never  knew  what  it  was  not  to  eat  two  or  three 
eggs  every  morning,  but  then  I  sat  down  to  a 
breakfast,  and  as  I  opened  my  first  egg  I  cut  off 
the  head  of  a  little  chicken.  For  ten  long  years 
I  never  ate  an  egg.  I  could  not  stand  it,  and 
for  five  years  more  T  never  ate  an  egg  except 
under  protest."  That  is  an  aspect  of  the  case 
which  is  often  forgotten.  It  tells,  however, 
heavily  against  producers. 


Eggs  and  Poultry  from  South  Africa. 

Hitherto  the  South  African  Colonies  have  been 
importers  of  eggs  and  poultry,  but  we  opine  with 
the  greater  settlement  of  the  country  it  will  not  be 
long  before  there  is  a  surplus.    In  anticipation  of 


that  period  Mr.  J.  Gundle,  principal  of  J.  Gundel- 
finger,  of  21,  Lime  Street,  London,  E.C.,  has  issued 
an  interesting  booklet  in  English  and  Dutch  in 
order  to  stimulate  production  with  a  view  to  an 
export  trade  with  Europe.  The  booklet,  which  is 
excellently  printed  and  prettily  illustrated,  says  : 
"i\s  eggs  are  cheap  and  plentiful  in  South  Africa 
during  the  summer  months,  experiments  might  be 
made  in  exporting  from  South  Africa  to  the  English 
market,  which  would  arrive  in  London  when  eggs 
are  scarce,  and  fetch  the  highest  prices.  The  ques- 
tion of  shipping  home  is  not  difficult  .  .  .  shipments 
should  be  arranged  so  as  to  arrive  in  London  about 
the  end  of  November  and  then  weekly  until  the  last 
shipment,  which  should  arrive  in  London,  say,  at 
the  end  of  January  or  beginning  of  February." 

Countries  on  the  other  side  of  the  Equator  have 
great  advantages,  if  they  were  realised,  and  the 
winter  supplies  here  of  fresh  eggs  are  small. 

Poultry  Farming  in  Roumania, 

Statistics  compute  the  number  of  eggs  exported 
from  Roumania  annually  to  France  at  107,308,552, 
and  to  Germany  at  14,464,922.  Belgium  has  also 
of  late  commenced  to  take  small  quantities,  but 
Great  Britain,  so  far,  has  not  bought  eggs  from 
this  market.  Poultry  is  exported  in  fair  quantities 
to  Germany,  but  is  generally  of  small  and  inferior 
quality,  and  the  flesh  is  tasteless  in  comparison 
with  the  general  class  of  bird  to  be  purchased  in 
the  English  market.  The  breed  is,  however,  a  very 
strong  and  sturdy  one,  and  under  favourable 
conditions  is  capable  of  great  improvement  in 
every  way.  A  good  field  of  enterprise  is  open  for 
fowl  farmers,  with  the  initiative  and  capital  to 
launch  out  on  a  large  scale,  and  certainly  a  sound 
and  increasing  profit  could  be  produced  under 
proper  management.  The  same  applies  equally  to 
geese  and  turkeys,  especially  the  latter.  It  must 
be  remembered  that  the  climate  and  general 
surrotmdings  are  most  favourable,  whilst  food, 
being  grown  at  one's  door,  costs  next  to  nothing. 

South  Australian  Poultry  Stations. 

A  scheme  for  amalgamating  the  three  South 
Australian  poultry  stations  at  Roseworthy,  Kyby- 
bolite  and  Murray  Bridge,  has  been  approved  by 
the  Minister  of  Agriculture.  All  the  work  is  to  be 
concentrated  at  a  new  station  to  be  at  Parafield, 
about  TO  miles  from  the  city  of  Adelaide,  upon 
which  a  well  equipped  farm  is  to  be  erected,  with 
a  large  and  varied  lot  of  breeds.  This  will  be  a 
teaching  and  experiment  centre. 

Co-operation  in  South  Africa. 

At  the  tenth  annual  conference  of  the  South 
African  Poultry  Association  it  was  resolved  to 
make  enquiries  as  to  co-operation  marketing  in 
Europe  and  Australia,  in  order  to  formulate  a 
scheme  to  be  presented  by  an  influential  deputation 
to  the  Union  Government. 
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WHY   NORTH  WALES? 


SOME    NOTES    ON    THE    OPPORTUNITIES    FOR  DEVEEOPMENT. 


By    EDWARD    BROWN  F.U.S. 


N  connection  with  the  Egg  and  Poultry 
Demonstration  Train,  arranged  jointl}^ 
by  the  Agricultural  Organisation  Society 
and  the  National  Poultry  Organisation 
Society,  which  will  be  engaged  on  its 
mission  at  the  time  these  notes  are  published, 
the  question  has  been  frequently  asked  "  Why 
North  Wales?  ',  as  was  the  case  when  the  first 
European  expedition  of  this  kind  visited  South 
Wales  three  years  ago.  In  the  latter  instance 
the  selection  of  that  part  of  the  Principality  was 


organisation  to  have  carried  out  the  scheme. 
Therefore,  the  only  reply  which  can  be  given  to 
county  authorities  and  residents  in  other  sections 
of  the  country  is  "  go  and  do  likewise."  The 
cash  nexus  is  the  deciding  factor  in  a  question 
of  this  kind.  "Money  makes  the  (egg)  train  to  go." 

At  the  same  time  to  attain  the  maximum 
results  there  must  be  immediate  opportunities 
for  development,  for  a  vast  increase  of  produc- 
tion, and  yet  with  sufficient  population  to  under- 
take the  necessary  work.    All  these  conditions 


The  Egg  Train  of  1910.     The  start  from  Paddington  Station. 


Copyright^ 


due  to  two  factors,  first,  to  a  realisation  on  the 
part  of  those  concerned  as  to  the  imperative  need 
for  making  an  attempt  to  awaken  a  greater  in- 
terest in  egg  and  poultry  production,  and  call 
attention  to  the  loss  arising  by  the  bad  methods 
of  marketing  in  vogue  ;  and,  second,  to  the  cor- 
dial co-operation  of  the  Great  Western  Railway. 
The  credit  for  the  present  expedition  is  in  a 
large  measure  due  to  the  generous  financial 
help  given  by  Lord  and  Lady  Boston,  Mr.  David 
Davies,  M.P.,  Col  the  Hon.  R.  S.  Cotton,  and 
many  others,  and  some  of  the  County  Education 
Committees,  without  which  it  would  have  been 
impossible  for  the  two  societies  undertaking  the 


are  met  with  in  Wales,  North  and  South.  In 
respect  to  climate  and  soil,  to  intercommuni- 
cations with  the  great  consuming  centres,  as 
well  as  the  fact  that  North  Wales  is  a  great 
holiday  ground,  it  has  advantages  of  the  greatest 
possible  value.  A  study  of  the  railway  maps 
show  that  the  London  and  North  Western  and 
the  Cambrian  Railways,  and  to  a  lesser  extent 
the  Great  Western,  run  east  and  west,  bringing 
almost  every  part  of  North  Wales  into  direct 
communication  with  the  Midlands,  the  North  of 
England  and  London  itselt.  The  way  in  which 
the  two  Companies  first  named,  over  whose  lines 
the  egg  train  is  running,  have  co-operated,  shows 
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that  they  fully  realise  the  importance  of  develop- 
ing the  production  and  resources  of  the  areas 
served  by  them.  It  is  often  the  local  traffic 
which  is  most  profitable.  To  colonise  and 
increase  the  productiveness  of  our  land  is  to  the 
interest  of  all,  as  of  the  nation  at  large. 

Further,  Wales  is  a  land  of  small  holdings. 
In  the  entire  principality,  out  of  61,077  holdings 
(according  to  the  Agricultural  Statistics  for  191 2 
recently  published),  42,798  or  70-07  percent,  are 
under  50  acres  in  extent.  In  North  Wales  that 
is  so  to  a  greater  extent.  In  the  six  counties 
comprising  that  section  of  the  country,  out  of 
29,009  holdings,  21,670,  or  747  per  cent  are  under 
50  acres.  In  Anglesey  the  proportion  is  85 "27 
per  cent,  in  Carnarvon,  85*67  per  cent.,  in  Flint, 
78'2  per  cent.  In  Denbigh,  Merioneth  and 
Montgomery  the  farms  are  larger.  Such  con- 
ditions, therefore,  are  favourable  in  the  extreme 
to  the  development  of  poultry  keeping.  The 
first  step  is  to  bring  all  influences  to  bear  upon 
those  who  are  already  upon  the  land  to  increase 
their  production.  It  is  to  the  farming  com- 
munity we  must  look  for  our  food  supplies. 

In  this  connexion  is  a  further  consideration 
which  is  often  ignored,  namely,  the  extent  of 
open  land  which  is  not  recorded  as  under  culti- 
vation. In  the  whole  of  Wales  such  lands 
embrace  upwards  of  two  million  acres  Taking 
the  six  counties  comprising  North  Wales  the 
figures  are  as  follows  : 


County 

Cultivated 

Uncultivated 

Total  Area 

Land  (area) 

Land  (area) 

(acres) 

Anglesey 

148,865 

26,880 

175,695 

Carnarvon 

170,595 

191,632 

362,277 

Denbigh 

262,081 

162,297 

424,378 

Flint 

125,895 

36,553 

162,448 

Merioneth 

149,715 

268,760 

418,475 

Montgomery 

273,395 

232343 

505,738 

Totals 

1,130,546 

918,465 

2,049,111 

It  will  be  seen,  therefore,  that  these  counties 
are  more  cultivated  than  other  sections  of  the 
principality,  the  exceptions  being  Carnarvon 
and  Merioneth.  Whilst  we  may  recognise  that 
a  considerable  portion  of  the  mountain  land  is 
unavailable  even  for  pasturage,  there  is  much  of 
that  which  is  included  within  the  second  column 
in  the  above  table  upon  which  poultry  could  be 
kept  profitably,  if  the  people  had  access  to  it. 
As  I  have  stated  before  thousands  of  turkeys 
might  annually  be  reared  on  the  hilly  slate 
lands,  and  I  cannot  see  why  egg  production 
could  not  be  developed  to  a  great  extent,  as  well 
as  the  production  of  chickens  for  laying  or 
breeding  stock,  to  be  sold  in  other  parts  of  the 
country. 

My  present  purpose,  however,  is  not  to  enter 
into  detail  of  this  kind,  which  can  only  be  for- 
mulated after  careful  and  exhaustive  study  of 
the  local  conditions,  but  to  point  out  the  great 


capacity  of  North  Wales  for  a  large  extension  of 
the  poultry  industry,  without  interference  with 
any  existing  stock  or  crop.  The  land  is  there 
already,  the  climate  is  favourable,  the  markets 
for  produce  are  at  hand.  Nature  has  provided 
the  opportunity,  man  alone  is  wanting.  The 
following  considerations  are  based  upon  the 
poultry  census  of  1908  and  the  agricultural 
statistics  of  1912. 

In  respect  to  the  poultry  population  of  Wales 
in  1908  it  is  regretable  that  the  actual  figures  in 
the  counties  and  divisions  of  that  country  were 
not  published.  The  principality  is  lumped  in 
the  whole,  which  is  unsatisfactory,  in  view  of 
the  fact  that  poultry  are  not  included  in  the 
annual  statistics  as  are  other  classes  of  stock. 
I  am  compelled,  therefore,  to  take  the  average 
of  the  whole  of  Wales  and  work  out  the  county 
averages  on  that  basis.  This  does  not  show  the 
local  variations.  It  is,  however,  all  that  can  be 
done  under  the  circumstances.  Responsibility 
for  any  errors  must  be  credited  to  the  Board  of 
Agriculture  by  reason  of  the  incompleteness  of 
its  returns. 

In  the  following  table  I  give  (i)  the  number 
of  adult  poultry  of  all  kinds  recorded  in  1908, 
as  young  birds  should  not  be  included;  (2)  the 
average  per  1,000  acres  of  cultivated  land.  To 
correct  the  latter  I  have  (3)  multiplied  the  num- 
ber of  adult  geese  and  turkeys  by  five,  on  the 
ground  that  one  of  these  larger  birds  are  equal 
to  five  fowls  or  ducks. 


(1) 

(2) 

(3) 

Class  of 

No. 

of  Adults. 

Average  per  1000 

Corrected  Average 

Pouliry 

acres  of  cultivated  land      per  1000  acres 

Fowls 

I 

240,000 

444-8 

444-8 

Ducks 

103,000 

36-9 

369 

Geese 

69,000 

247 

123-5 

Turkeys 

26,000 

8-9 

44 '5 

Totals 

I 

438,000 

5i4"3 

649-7 

From  this  it  will  be  seen  that  the  adult  poultry 
in  1908  over  the  entire  principality  averaged  a 
fraction  under  two-thirds  of  a  fowl  per  acre  of 
cultivated  land,  which  means  a  little  more  than 
32  fowls  per  50  acre  farm. 

It  may  be  remembered  that  in  the  early  part 
of  last  year  I  issued  statistics  for  the  whole  of 
Great  Britain  as  to  the  capacity  of  each  county 
and  division  in  poultry  production,  which  figures 
may  be  repeated  for  North  Wales.  The  entire 
figures  can  be  seen  in  the  Jou7'7ial  oj the  National 
Poultry  Organisation  Society  for  April,  19 12. 
The  bases  of  the  calculations  made  were  that  on 
the  farms  of  the  country  three  fowls,  or  their 
equivalent,  per  acre  of  cultivated  land  could  be 
maintained  without  displacement  of  any  stock 
now  kept  or  crop  grown.  That  this  is  a  con- 
servative estimate  is  generally  admitted.  It 
would  only  mean  150  fowls  on  a  fifty  acre  farm, 
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which  is  often  exceeded  profitabl)^  where  the 
management  is  satisfactory,  and  the  poultry 
form  part  of  the  regular  rotation  of  work. 
Further,  it  was  calculated  that  on  the  basis  stated 
the  gross  annual  return  from  the  poultry  should 
at  least  be  equal  to  £^1  per  acre,  again  an  estimate 
that  does  not  err  b}-  exaggeration,  as  it  could 
easih'  be  increased.  My  object  is  to  deal  with 
farm  conditions  where  methods  are  ordinary. 
When  we  remember  the  large  areas  of  unculti- 
vated land  which  might  be  used  for  poultry,  and 
the  smaller  holdings  on  more  intensive  lines, 
whereon  fowls  are  bred  at  a  much  higher  aver- 
age to  the  area,  it  will  be  seen  that  the  figures 
given  as  to  the  possible  value  of  the  poultry 
industry  to  North  Wales  as  well  as  the  number 
of  adult  fowls  which  might  be  maintained,  are 
reasonable  in  the  extreme. 


Merioneth  96,701 
Montgomery  177,177 


449,145 
8-20,185 


352,444 
643,008 


Totals        703,082     3>39i>638  2,658,556 

From  these  figures  it  will  be  seen  that  the  pre- 
sent adult  poultry  population  of  North  Wales  in 
relation  to  the  area  of  cultivated  land  is  only  21 
per  cent,  of  the  cai)acit3',  which  means  that 
nearly  five  times  as  man}^  fowls  could  be  kept 
than  was  the  case  in  1908,  since  which  year  I  do 
not  think  the  increase  has  been  very  large. 
What  has  to  be  kept  in  view  is  that  where  geese 
or  turkeys  are  kept  the  actual  numbers  should 
be  as  one  to  five  fowls,  otherwise  there  would 
be  danger  of  overcrowding.  By  this  is  meant 
that  a  farm  of  300  acres  which  might  keep  900 
lajdng  or  breeding  fowls  or  ducks,  could  not 
maintain  more  than  180  geese  or  turkeys. 


The  itinerary  of  the  Egg  Train  now  running  through  North  Wales.     (By  courtesy  of  the  L .  &f  x.  w.  Railway). 


First,  ma}^  be  stated  the  present  number  of 
adult  fowls  in  each  of  the  respective  counties 
comprising  North  Wales,  on  the  corrected  aver- 
age for  the  entire  country. 


County 

Anglesey 
Carnarvon 
Denbigh 
Flint 


Present  No.  of 
Fowls. 


97,701 
110,330 
170,038 

81,135 


Capacity  in 
Fowls. 

446,595 
511,785 
786,243 
377,685 


Possible  Increase 
of  Fowls. 

348,894 

401,455 

616,205 

296,550 


We  may  now  look  at  the  financial  results, 
present  and  possible.  In  the  next  table  I  have 
(i)  taken  the  present  averages  as  shown  above 
and  calculated  the  returns  as  equal  to  5s.  per 
hen  per  annum.  This  may  be  objected  to  as 
low,  which  is  true  in  many  instances,  but  prob- 
ably not  so  for  a  considerable  section  of  North 
Wales.  It  is,  however,  higher /re;  rata  than  the 
estimate  of  jC\  per  acre  for  three  fowls  to  that 
area.    On  the  same  basis  it  would  be  a  little 
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more  than  4s.  per  fowl  per  annum  ;  (2)  shown 
the  possible  value  of  the  poultry  crop  in  the 
counties  if  the  increases  already  named  were 
made ;  (3)  the  amount  of  the  added  returns 
which  might  be  received  by  farmers  and  others  ; 
and  (4)  the  manurial  value  of  fowls  at  the  rate 
of  3s.  4d.  per  acre  per  annum,  which  may  be 
regarded  as  fair  considering  the  older  birds  and 
the  young  stock  raised  every  year.  The  calcu- 
lations of  general  returns  are  inclusive  of  eggs 
chickens,  etc.  consumed  and  sold,  it  being 
assumed  that  part  at  least  would  be  used  in  the 
households,  for  which  a  lower  value  is  allowed. 


Present  Capacity  Value 

Possible 

Manurial 

County 

Value  of 

in  Poultry 

Increases 

Values 

Production 

Production 

£ 

Anglesey 

37>2i3 

148,865 

1 11,652 

24,817 

Carnarvon 

42,649 

170,595 

127,946 

28,433 

Denbigh 

65,520 

262,081 

196,561 

43,680 

Flint 

31,474 

125,895 

94,421 

20,982 

Merioneth 

37,429 

149,715 

1 12,286 

24,952 

Montgomery  68,349 

273,395 

205,046 

45,566 

Totals 

282,634 

1,130,446 

847,913 

188,424 

It  is,  therefore,  no  small  or  unimportant 
branch  of  agriculture  we  are  out  to  develop. 
To  add  upwards  of  ^847,000,  apart  from  the 
manurial  influences  exerted,  to  the  annual 
returns  of  these  six  counties,  is  an  undertaking 
well  worth  the  efforts  of  all  concerned.  Poultry 
can  never  be  more  than  a  modest  moiety  of  the 
total  agricultural  products  in  any  district.  At 
the  same  time  they  ma}^  represent  an  important 
share  of  the  annual  returns  and  profits,  for  be  it 
specially  noted,  the  sum  named  would  be  an 
addition  to  the  present  earnings  and  not  involve 
any  displacement  of  other  stock  or  crop.  The 
capital  involved  would  be  comparatively  small, 
whether  to  landowner  or  tenant.  There  would 
be  no  additional  rent,  the  cost  of  houses  and 
appliances  is  individually  not  large,  and  as  the 
different  races  of  poultry  can  be  rapidly  pro- 
duced, the  increased  stock  is  obtainable  at  a 
small  cost.  The  labour  required  can  be  abun- 
dantly compensated  by  the  enhanced  returns. 
What  would  follow  if  that  ^847,000  were  yearly 
poured  into  North  Wales  can  be  better  imagined 
than  described.  Every  section  of  the  commun- 
ity would  be  benefitted  thereby.  It  may  be 
hoped,  therefore,  that  the  North  Wales  Egg  and 
Poultry  Demonstration  Train  will  give  a  needed 
impetus  in  this  direction. 

There  are  three  ways  in  which  the  changes 
and  developments  involved  may  be  brought 
about,  namely.,  by  personal  effort,  by  education 
and  by  organisation  in  marketing.  All  will  be 
in  vain  unless  the  farmers  and  rural  residents 
rise  to  the  occasion,  not  half  heartedly  but  with 
determination  and  vigour,  each  doing  his  own 


share.  Someone  has  said  "  there's  all  sorts  of 
wa5^s  of  going  on,  but  only  one  way  of  standing 
still."  Waiting  for  someone  else  will  not  do  it. 
The  personal  equation  is,  therefore,  the  primary 
factor.  And  in  this  pursuit,  as  all  others,  a 
man  gets  what  he  gives.  Our  experience  in 
South  Wales  was  that  a  great  awakening  resulted. 
To  break  down  old  prejudices  and  to  force  people 
out  of  the  old  ruts  is  always  a  difficult  task.  It 
has,  however,  to  be  undertaken  ere  anything  can 
be  accomplished.  What  we  want  to  do  is  the 
rousing  to  effort  of  people  everywhere. 

To  this  end  education  is  essential,  and  the  egg 
train  is  that,  if  nothing  else.  Up  to  the  present, 
Welsh  county  councils  and  agricultural  colleges 
have  done  practically  nothing  for  development 
of  the  poultry  industrj^  A  few  odd  lectures 
here  and  there  is  all  that  stands  to  their  credit, 
and  it  is  a  poor  show  at  the  best.  How  can  we 
expect  farmers  and  others  to  realise  the  import- 
ance of  this  branch  of  agriculture  when  it  is 
practically  ignored  by  those  responsible  for 
agricultural  education,  There  are  signs  that  an 
awakening  is  taking  place  in  this  direction,  and 
it  may  be  that  the  egg  train  will  have  the  effect 
of  bringing  about  a  needed  change  in  this 
pursuit.  We  can  only  hope  to  reach  a  few  of  the 
people  in  North  Wales  during  this  tour.  It  is 
for  the  various  authorities  to  penetrate  the  whole 
area  with  that  practical  teaching  which  will 
enable  farmers  to  adopt  newer  and  better 
methods. 

Inseparable  from  general  efforts  for  extension 
and  promotion  of  the  poultry  industry  are  the 
adoption  of  improved  methods  of  preparation 
for  and  marketing.  It  is  here  where  we  have 
been  so  lamentably  in  the  rear,  the  loss  arising 
from  which  has  been  and  is  very  great.  Unless 
producers  can  obtain  an  adequate  return  for 
their  supplies  they  cannot  be  expected  to  in- 
crease their  output.  What  we  require  to  do  is 
to  shift  the  responsibility  on  to  their  shoulders, 
and  make  them  realise  that  poor  quality  and  low 
prices  are  coterminous.  That  is  where  co-oper- 
ation is  essentially  valuable,  in  that,  proper^'' 
carried  out,  it  rewards  the  careful  and  penalises 
the  careless.  One  of  the  leading  objects,  there- 
fore, of  the  egg  train  is  to  advocate  co-operative 
methods.  What  that  system  is  doing  for  Angle- 
sey may  be  repeated  elsewhere. 


Chicken  Hatcheries. 

Farm  Poultry  says  that  it  "  can  conceive  of  a 
a  growth  of  poultry  interests  within  the  next  five 
or  ten  years  which,  without  reducing  the  number 
of  small  incubators  sold,  and  without  increasing 
the  proportion  of  chicks  hatched  artificially,  would 
support  one  or  more  custom  hatcheries  near  every 
important  town." 
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MAGWRIAETH  DOFEDNOD    THE  POULTRY  INDUSTRY 
YNG  NGHYMRU.  IN  WALES. 

By  David  Thomas. 
Demonstrator  on  the  North  Wales  Egg  Train. 


iawn  i'r 
Cymreig 


N  ystod  y  blyn3^ddoedd  diweddaf  hyii 
mae  magwriaeth  dofednod  wedi  mynd 
ar  gynnydd  mawr  yng  Nghymru. 
Nid  oes  angen  mynd  yn  ol  ymhell 
amser  pan  arferasid  edrych  ar  wyau 
gyda  chryn  lawer  o  amheuaeth  gan 
fasnachwyr  y  wlad.  Ac  nid  di-achos  ychwaith 
mo'r  amheuaeth  o  gofio'r  modd  y  trinasid  3^r 
wyau.  Yr  oedd  yn  gwyn  gyffredin  fod  y 
rhan  fwyaf  o'r  wyau  Cymreig  ar  y  farchnad 
yn  ddrwg,  a'r  canlyniad  naturiol  o  hynny,  wrth 
gwrs,  oedd  fod  y  masnachwyr  yn  edr5^ch  i 
gyfeiriadau  eraill  i  gyflenwi  eu  hangen.  O'r 
herwydd  nid  oedd  yn  syndod  yn  y  byd  fod  y 
prisiau  mor  isel,  yn  enwedig  yn  ystod  y  C5^fnod 
rhwng  dechreu  Ebrill  hyd  at  ddiwedd  yr  haf. 
Yr  oedd  hyn  i'w  briodoli  bron  yn  gyfangwbl 
i'r  hen  dduU  o  farchnata.  Arfer  gwlad  oedd 
cadw'r  wyau  nes  sicrhau  basgedaid  weddol 
lawn  cyn  eu  dwyn  i'r  siopwr,  ac  yn  ami 
iawn  rhaid  oedd  aros  yn  hir.  Nid  boddlon 
iawn  y  siopwr,  ychwaith,  i  dalu  am  3^r  wyau 
mewn  arian  eithr  niewn  gwerth,  sef  mewn 
nwyddau  at  wasanaeth  yr  aelwyd,  ac  felly  ni 
ddygasid  yr  wyau  i'r  siop,  fynychaf,  nes  gwacau 
o'r  cwpwrdd  bwyd.  Hwyrach  y  buasai  mwyafrif 
yr  wyau  erbyn  hyn  yn  bythefnos  oed,  ac  yn 
fynych  iawn  elai  wythnos  arall  heibio  cyn  dyfod 
cerbyd  y  masnachwr  i'w  nol  o'r  siop,  tra  nad 
oedd  lawer  o  frys  ar  y  masnachwr  yntau  i'w 
gyrru  i  fifwrdd  i'w  gwsmeriaid  yn  yr  ardaloedd 
poblog.  Felly  fe  welir  nad  oedd  yr  wyau  hynny, 
erbyn  yr  amser  y  cyrhaeddent  jfwrdd  y  boreu- 
fwyd,.yn  ffres  mewn  modd  3^n  y  byd. 

Yn  fFodus,  serch  hynny,  y  mae  cyfnewidiad 
mawr  wedi  cymryd  He  yn  hyn  o  beth  yn  ystod 
y  blynyddoedd  diweddaraf  hyn.  Nid  oes  odid 
i  ardal  yn  y  wlad  heddyw  He  na  cheir  rhywun, 
yn  gyson,  yn  dod  heibio'r  ffermdai  a'r  bwthynod 
i  gasglu'r  wyau,  gyda'r  canlyniad  boddhaol  fod 
yr  wyau  yn  cael  eu  gyrru  i'r  marchnadoedd  yn 
fwy  ffres  na  chynt,  ac  5^n  well  eu  hansawdd  o 
lawer.  A  goreu'r  modd,  mae'r  hen  arfer  o 
gadw'r  wyau  heb  eu  gwerthu  tan  adeg  y  prisiau 
uwch  hefyd  wedi  peidio  a  bod  yn  arfer  mwyach. 

Bu  ymweliad  y  Tren  Wyau  a  De  Cymru,  ryw 
dair  blynedd  yn  ol,  yn  foddion  i  ennyn 
diddordeb  cyfFredinol  trigolion  y  Deheubarth, 
ac  i  agor  llygaid  y  bobl  i'r  posibliadau  mawrion 
ynglyn  a  magwriaeth  dofednod;  a  rhoddwyd 
sylw  neilltuol  i'r  darlithoedd  a  draddodwyd  yn 
gystal  ag  i'r  arddangosiadau  ynglyn  a'r 
ymweliad.    Fel  y  gwyddis  yn  dda,  cyndyn  iawn 


URING  recent  3'ears  the  poultry  indus- 
try has  made  enormous  strides  in  the 
Principality.  We  have  not  to  go 
back  many  3^ears  to  find  that  Welsh 
eggs  were  eyed  with  suspicion  by 
tradesmen— and  not  without  cause  when  we 
consider  the  way  the3'  were  handled.  It  was  a 
general  complaint  that  a  high  percentage  of  the 
eggs  placed  on  the  market  were  absolutely  bad, 
and  tradesmen  naturally  looked  to  other  sources 
for  reliable  supplies.  Welsh  eggs  were  a  drug 
on  the  market.  The  prices  obtained  were 
ridiculously  low,  especially  from  the  beginning 
of  April  over  the  most  part  of  the  summer.  The 
cause  no  doubt  was  due  to  the  old-fashioned  way 
of  marketing.  Producers  retained  the  eggs 
until  they  secured  a  good  basketful,  and  this 
meant  considerable  time  in  some  instances : 
then  they  were  taken  to  the  local  grocer's  shop 
and  household  commodities  obtained  in  ex- 
change. The  grocer  did  not  care  to  give  cash 
for  eggs  ;  and  this  was  seldom  done.  Probably 
the  majorit3^  of  the  eggs  would  be  a  fortnight 
old  before  being  taken  to  the  local  shop-keeper 
and  in  many  cases  they  would  be  kept  for 
another  week  at  the  shop  before  being  collected 
by  the  merchant.  Even  afterwards  the  egg- 
merchant  displayed  no  promptitude,  as  a  rule, 
in  despatching  his  consignment  to  the  retailer, 
and  therefore  the  eggs  would  naturally  be  far 
from  being  classed  as  "new-laid"  by  the  time 
they  reached  the  consumer's  breakfast-table. 
Fortunately,  however,  a  great  change  has  taken 
place  of  late  years.  There  is  hardly  a  district 
in  the  whole  country  now  where  collectors  do 
not  call  regularly  round  the  farmsteads  and 
cottages  to  collect  the  eggs,  with  the  result  that 
they  are  placed  on  the  market  in  a  fresher  con- 
dition than  was  hitherto  the  case.  The  old 
custom  of  retaining  eggs  in  anticipation  of  a 
rise  in  price,  which  at  one  time  was  very  preva- 
lent, has  also  disappeared. 

The  Egg  Demonstration  Train  that  visited 
South  Wales  three  years  ago  was  the  means  of 
arousing  the  inhabitants  of  the  rural  districts 
through  which  it  travelled  to  the  vast  possi- 
bilities of  the  egg  and  poultry  industry.  The 
lectures  delivered,  along  with  the  demonstrations 
given,  were  followed  with  keenness  and  interest. 
The  average  Welsh  farmer  is  generally  ver3^ 
reluctant  to  adopt  new  methods  pertaining  to 
his  vocation,  but  once  he  is  brought  to  contem- 
plate the  matter  and  to  realise  that  the  adop- 
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yw'r  amaethwr  Cymreig,  fel  rheol,  i  fabwysiadu 
dulliau  newyddion  5aiglyn  a'i  alwedigaeth,  ond 
unwaith  y  ceir  ganddo  i  feddwl  drosto  ei  hun 
ac  i  weled  fod  y  llwybrau  newyddion  i  ddwyn 
elw  uniongyrchol  iddo  ef  ei  hun,  yna  ni  bydd 
yn  hir  iawn  yn  gadael  yr  hen  fFyrdd  er  dilyn 
priffordd  ei  oes.  Llwyddiannus  iawn  a  fu 
cenhadaeth  y  Tren  Wyau  yn  y  De,  a  rhoddodd 
gychwyn  i  gystadleuaeth  fywiog  ac  iach  ymhlitli 
tyddynwyr  ac  ereill  i  gyrraedd  safon  uwch  mewn 
cysylltiad  a  niagu  ieir.  Dechreuasant  ymdd- 
iddan  a'u  gilydd  ar  y  gwahanol  rywiogaeth  o 
ieir,  ac  3^1  raddol  ychwanegasant  o'r  goreuon  at 
yr  eiddo  eu  hunain,  gyda'r  canlyniad  eu  bod  yn 
awr  yn  cael  mwy  o  wyau  nag  erioed  o'r  blaen. 
Rai  bl^aiyddoedd  yn  ol  anaml  y  gwelsid  cyw  o 
rywiogaeth  bur  yra  muarth  yr  un  tyddyn,  ac  yr 


tion  of  modern  methods  will  be  a  direct  benefit 
to  himself,  he  will  soon  follow  in  the  wake  ot 
the  new  leaders.  The  mission  of  the  Egg  Train 
was  a  most  successful  one,  and  it  has  created  a 
healthy  competition  among  the  small  farmers 
and  cottagers  to  excel  in  the  art  of  poultry- 
keeping.  They  began  to  talk  to  their  neigh- 
bours about  the  various  breeds  of  poultry,  and 
in  joining  together  to  introduce  new  blood  to 
their  stocks  have  increased  their  output  of  eggs 
enormously.  A  few  years  ago  one  would  rarely 
see  a  pure-bred  pullet  or  cockerel  amongst  the 
poultry  of  the  peasantr}^  The  flocks  were  of  a 
non-descript  character  and  sickly  in  appearance; 
but  now  it  is  a  common  occurrence  to  find  fine 
specimens  of  healthy-looking  pure-bred  poultry 
and  good-laying  crosses.     This  has  naturally 


-     .0  ^rw-' 




A  Trio  of  Buff  Orpington  Pullets. 


oedd  yr  ieir,  gan  amlaf,  o  rywiogaeth  gym5'Sg 
iawn  ac  yn  afiach  eu  golwg.  Eithr  arall  yw'r 
hanes  heddyw,  ac  nid  peth  anghyffredin  yw 
gweld  ieir  iach  eu  gwedd  a  phur  eu  rhywiogaeth 
o  amgylch  bwthynod  a  thydd3mod  y  wlad. 
Mae  amryw  o  ganolfannau,  B^g  Depots,  hefyd 
wedi  eu  hagor  ar  draws  ac  ar  led  fel  canlyniad 
uniongyrchol  o  ymweliad  y  Tren  Wyau,  a'r 
rheinny  oil  wedi  eu  sefydlu  ar  yr  egwyddor 
gydweithredol  ac  yn  llwyddiannus  iawn. 

Hyderir  y  bydd  ymweliad  agoshaol  y  Tren 
Wyau  a  Gogledd  Cymru  mor  llw^^ddiannus  ag  3^ 
bu  yn  y  De  Mae  disgwyl  niawr  am  dano  yn  y 
gogleddbarth,  ac  y  mae  pob  lie  dros  gredu  3^ 
gwerthfawrogir  yn  briodol  y  wedd  addysgol  o'r 
amgylchiad.  Cyfaddas  iawn  yw  siroedd 
mynyddig  3^  Gogledd  i  fagu  dofednod.  Yn  ol  y 
cyfrifiad  a  wnaed  yn  1908,  mewn  perthynas  i 


improved  the  eggs  both  in  size  and  colour.  A 
few  egg  depots,  run  on  co-operative  lines,  have 
been  opened  as  a  direct  result  of  the  egg  train, 
some  of  which  are  doing  exceedingly  well ;  but 
its  influence  perhaps  has  been  more  pronounced 
in  the  other  directions  already  referred  to. 

It  is  to  be  hoped  that  the  forthcoming  visit  of 
the  egg  train  to  the  northern  part  of  the  Princi- 
pality will  be  equall3^  successful.  There  are 
great  expectations  on  the  part  of  the  people ; 
the  visit  is  eagerly  looked  forward  to  and  there 
is  every  reason  to  believe  that  its  educative 
aspect  will  be  greatly  appreciated.  The  hilly 
character  of  North  Wales  makes  it  ver3^  adapt- 
able to  successful  poultry-keeping.  The  Poultry 
Census,  taken  in  1908  on  holdings  of  one  acre 
and  upwards,  shows  that  there  were  82  fowls, 
10  ducks,  7  geese  and  3  turkeys  for  every  100 
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ddaliadau  o  erw  i  fyiiy,  )'r  oedd  82  o  ieir,  10 
hwyad,  7  gwydd  a  3  tvvrci  ar  gyfer  pob  can  erw 
o  dir  yng  Nghymrii ;  ac  at  hyn  dylasid  rhoddi 
eto  ddofednod  y  bwthynwyr,  sy'n  3'chwauegu 
cryn  lawer  at  y  rhif.  Mae  pob  bwthyiiwr  trwj^'r 
wlad,  yraroii,  yii  cadw  ieir  ac  yn  cymryd  11a wer 
o  falcliter  yii  eu  magwriaeth.  Yn  ol  amcan- 
gyfrif  Mr.  Edward  Brown,  F.L.S.,  efe'n  3-sgrifennii 
yng  ngliylcligrawn  3"  National  Poidtiy  Organisa- 
tion Society  am  Ebrill  diweddaf,  gallasai  Gogledd 
Cymru  \\\  unig,  o  gadw,  ar  g5'fartaledd,  dair  iar 
ar  g5'fer  pob  erw,  sicrhau  gwerth  i,i34,24op.  y 
flwyddyn  o  wyau  ac  ednod,  ac  felly  nid  oes 
angen  i  ni  betruso  nad  oes  ddigon  o  le  i 
hyrw3^ddo  magwriaeth  dofednod  yn  ein  plith. 
Yn  nhrefi  giannau  mor  y  Gogledd,  a  hwy  3'n 
gyrchfannau  mor  boblogaidd  fisoedd  3'r  haf, 
liawdd  a  f3^ddai  sicrhau  marchnad  barod,  a  chan 
fod  3"  galwad  am  ddofednod  mor  fawr  3'n 
nhymor  3'  gw3'liau  d3dasid  cadw  hynny  mewn 
cof  pan  3^n  magu  c3'wion. 


acres  of  land  in  Wales.     To  these  should  be 

added  the  poultry  of  cottages  which  is  a  con- 
siderable item  in  the  Principality.  Almost 
every  cottage  throughout  the  land  keeps  poultr3^, 
and,  as  a  rule,  takes  great  pride  in  them.  Mr. 
Edward  Brown,  F.L.S.,  in  an  article  on  the 
"  Capacit3'  of  Great  Britain  in  Poultry  Produc- 
tion," which  appeared  in  the  Journal  of  the 
National  Poultr3'  Organisation  Societ3'  for  April 
of  last  3'ear,  calculates  that  North  Wales  alone, 
b3'  taking  an  average  of  3  fowls  per  acre,  would 
be  able  to  produce  eggs  and  poultr3^  to  the  value 
of  ^1,134,240  per  annum.  It  will  be  seen, 
therefore,  that  there  are  enormous  possibilities 
in  the  development  of  the  poultr3'  industry  in 
our  midst.  The  towns  and  hamlets  of  North 
Wales,  being  favourite  pleasure  and  health 
resorts,  provide  a  good  market  for  poultr3'- 
produce,  and  as  the  demand  for  table-poultr3^ 
during  the  holida3^  season  must  be  considerable, 
it  behoves  all  poultrN'-keepers  to  keep  this  in 
view  during  rearing  time. 


THE   ANGLESEY    EGG   COLLECTING   DEPOT,  LIMITED. 

By  Colonel  the  Hon.  R.  Stapleton  Cotton. 


'T^HAT  Anglesey  is  admirably  adapted  to  the 
poultr}'  industry  in  all  its  branches  is  beyond 
dispute.  The  climate  is  mild,  the  soil  for  the  most 
part  medium  and  light.  There  are  hundreds  of 
acres  of  sandy  land  which  are  practicalK^  unused,  and 
which  can  be  had  at  a  very  low  rental.  There  are 
no  foxes  in  the  Island  and  ver3'  little  vermin  of  any 
kind.  Corn  grown  locall3'-  is  cheap,  and  there  is 
easy  communication  with  Liverpool  b}'  steamer. 
The  best  of  markets  are  within  easy  reach,  and  in 
the  Season  there  is  a  never  ceasing  stream  of 
visitors  to  the  seaside  resorts.  To  meet  the  require- 
ments of  the  latter  poultry  are  actually  imported. 
It  would  be  hard  to  find  a  more  ideal  spot  than 
Anglesey  for  the  profitable  conduct  of  the  poultry 
industr}-. 

Why  has  it  never  been  taken  up  in  the  Island  ? 
The  answer  is  plain ;  because  the  trade  was 
entirely  in  the  hands  of  dealers  and  higglers,  and 
did  not  pay.  During  the  spring  months  eggs  were 
practically  given  awa}',  for  the  producer  was 
compelled  to  take  an}^  price  the  dealer  fixed,  or  not 
sell  his  goods. 

In  the  spring  of  191 1,  the  subject  was  brought 
before  the  Anglesey  Industries  Association  by  Mr. 
Bowen-Roberts,  Plas  Penrhynn,  Dwyran.  The 
result  of  this  was,  after  consultation  with  Mr. 
Edward  Brown,  F.L.S.,  and  ]\Ir.  Nugent  Harris,  the 
Secretary  of  the  A.O.S.,  the  formation  of  the  Angle- 
sey Egg  Collecting  Depot,  Limited,  at  Plas 
Llanfair  Farm,  Llanfair,  P.O.,  which  was  registered 
under  the  Provident  and  Industrial  Societies  and 
affiliated  to  the  A.O.S. 


Business  was  started  in  July,  igii,  and  branches 
were  opened  at  Llangefni  and  Bodorgan.  The 
first  month  2,383  eggs  were  collected.  In  191 2 
further  branches  were  opened  at  Rhosgoch  and 
\'alley.  At  Llangefni  eggs  are  brought  to  the  spot 
by  producers  on  market  days.  At  Bodorgan, 
Rhoscoch,  and  ^'alle3^  wholetime  collectors  are 
emplo3-ed,  who  are  paid  a  commission  of  id.  per 
dozen  eggs,  with  a  maximum  weeeklv  wage  of  33'-. 
At  Llanfair,  P.G.,  eggs  are  collected  twice  per  week 
bv  hired  man  and  cart.  Before  the  Depot  started 
business  the  greater  part  of  the  eggs  in  the  Island 
were  sold  in  the  open  market  at  Llangefni.  Com- 
paratively few  eggs  are  now  taken  there. 

Eggs  are  tested,  graded,  and  packed  at  Llanfair, 
P.G..  Bodorgan,  and  Llangefni.  From  these  three 
depots  all  eggs  are  despatched  direct  to  customers. 
The  first  object  of  the  depot  has  been  from  the  start  to 
supply  the  article  quoted,  i.e.,  the  best  quality. 
Every  Friday  quotations  are  sent  out  with  the 
prices  for  the  following  week  to  the  firms  with 
which  the  depot  deals.  That  in  18  months  trading 
we  have  not  had  one  complaint  of  the  quality  of 
our  eggs  (first  grade)  speaks  for  itself.  The  per- 
centage of  bad  eggs  sent  in  b3'  producers  is  very 
small,  while  that  of  dirty,  small  and  stale  eggs 
(seconds  or  cookers)  is  not  high.    Vide  appendix. 

Girls  are  employed  for  grading,  testing  and 
packing,  and  very  soon  become  quick  and  reliable 
at  their  work.  On  the  whole  producers  have  been 
most  loyal  to  the  depot.  It  often  happens  that 
dealers  come  and  look  at  the  price  offered,  which 
is  placed  outside  the  Llangefni  office  every  Thurs- 
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day,  they  then  offer  a  higher  price.  But  the  bulk 
of  the  eggs  go  to  the  depot.  Producers  have 
realised  that  they  now  have  a  certain  market  for  an 
unlimited  number  of  eggs  for  which  they  are  paid 
on  the  spot,  and  that  it  pays  them  better  in  the 
long  run  to  sell  to  the  depots  or  collectors. 

The  secretary,  Mr.  Osborne  Jones,  when  business 
was  first  started,  visited  several  of  the  large  towns 
in  the  Midlands  with  a  view  to  business  ;  several 
large  firms  at  first  refused  to  take  North  Wales  eggs 
at  any  price,  saying  they  were  so  unreliable,  dirty, 
bad,  and  small.  These  firms  are  all  now  regular 
customers.  The  bulk  cf  the  eggs  produced  in  the 
Island  undoubtedly  find  their  way  to  the  depots, 
but  the  numbers  show  plainly  that  the  production 
is  not  a  tithe  of  what  it  should  be.  There  is  room 
for  an  enormous  development. 

There  has  been  one  rather  important  result 
following  the  establishment  of  the  depot  ;  local 
consumers  in  Autumn  and  Winter  have  found  it 
nearly  impossible  to  buy  eggs  at  any  price.  To 
minimise  the  the  difliculty  we  last  summer  recom- 
mended large  consumers  to  put  down  eggs  in 
waterglass,  when  there  was  a  glut  in  the  market. 
We  offered  to  supply  tested  eggs  for  the  purpose  at 
a  cheap  rate  and  ic,ooo  eggs  were  sold.  The  result 
lias  been  most  satisfactory,  and  a  largely  increased 
sale  is  expected  this  year.  We  have  had  little  or  no 
difficulty  in  marketing  our  first  quality  eggs,  but  we 
have  the  same  experience  as  others  that  it  is  not 
possible  to  supply  the  Autumn  and  Winter  demand. 
During  that  time  all  our  customers  have  to  be 
content  with  half-orders  or  less. 

The  quality  and  condition  of  eggs  has  vastly 
improved  since  we  first  commenced  work  ;  producers 
have  realised  the  importance  of  placing  their  eggs 
on  the  market  clean  and  fresh. 

The  attached  statistics  may  be  of  interest.  In 
starting  business  here  there  were  many  difficulties 
to  overcome,  and  the  cost  of  doing  so  was  very 
considerable.  The  trade  being  entirely  in  the  hands 
of  the  dealers,  it  was  necessary  first  to  clear  them  out 
of  the  way.  We  found  the  surest  way  was  for  us  to 
fix  the  weekly  price  of  eggs  ourselves.  This  was 
done  with  great  advantage  to  the  producers.  It 
was  the  custom  in  the  Island  with  many  to  take 
their  eggs  to  grocer's  shops  and  exchange  for 
groceries.  That  custom  will  gradually  die  out  as 
people  become  more  independent  Again,  many  of 
the  smallholders  take  butter  and  eggs  to  Llangefni 
The  dealers  refuse  to  buy  the  butter  unless  the  eggs 
are  sold  with  it.  During  the  season  high  prices 
are  given  by  visitors  for  eggs.  That  we  realize  is  an 
advantage  to  the  producers  and  in  no  way  do  we 
try  to  divert  this  supply. 

What  the  producers  especially  appreciate  is  : — 
ist,  ready  money  ;  2nd,  a  certain  market  ;  3rd,  that 
the  eggs  are  collected  at  their  doors  ;  4th,  that 
every  egg  is  paid  for  without  any  haggling  or 
deductions. 

Very  great  interest  is  being  taken  in  the  approach- 
ing visit  of  the  Egg  and  Poultry  Demonstration 
Train.    That  it  will  give  a  great  impetus  to  the 


industry  is  certain.  Anglesey  ladies  have  con- 
tributed willingly  and  liberally  towards  the  expenses 
of  the  train,  and  the  most  pleasing  feature  is  that  a 
large  amount  was  given  by  farmers'  wives,  daught- 
ers, and  sisters. 

Of  the  live  and  dead  poultry  industry  it  is 
sufficient  to  say  that  it  is  almost  entirely  in  the 
hands  of  dealers  who  fix  the  prices,  and  so  long  as 
that  continues  it  cannot  thrive.  However,  several 
enterprising  persons  have  lately  started  poultry 
farms  with  every  prospect  of  success  ;  may  the  best 
or  luck  be  theirs. 

APPENDIX. 

Number  of  eggs  from  July  ist  to  December  31st, 
5911,95.502. 


Number  of  eggs  from  January  ist  to  December 
31st,  191 2,  580,874.  ■ 


Number  of  eggs  in  December,  1 9 1 1 

15,960 

)>  n 

1912  ... 

25,290 

))  )5 

January,  19 12  ... 

33,720 

5)  ,1 

1913  ••• 

4«,458 

)J  >> 

February,  191 2 

37,200 

1913  ••• 

49,466 

Analysis  of  eggs 

for  week  ending  March, 

15, 1913 

ist  grade.     2nd  grade.     Broken.      Bad.  Total. 
18,032  2,534  71  10  20,647 


Hens  that  hatch  Fish, 

As  is  generally  known,  a  big  quantity  of  fish 
spawn  is  annually  lost.  To  avoid  this,  fish  rearers 
in  China  carefully  collect  spawn  from  the  surface 
of  the  water,  and  when  they  have  secured  a 
sufficient  quantity,  they  take  a  number  of  hen's 
eggs,  the  contents  of  which  have  been  carefully 
emptied  through  a  small  aperture,  and  refill  the 
shells  with  the  spawn.  The  holes  are  then  filled 
up,  and  the  eggs  put  under  broody  hens.  The 
hens  are  allowed  to  incubate  the  eggs  for  a  certain 
number  of  days,  when  the  eggs  are  again  broken 
and  their  contents  put  into  water  that  has  been 
previously  warmed  by  the  sun.  In  a  very  short 
space  of  time  the  spawn  hatches,  and  the  young 
fry  are  then  kept  in  pure  fresh  water  until  they 
attain  a  sufficient  size  to  be  put  into  the  ponds 
containing  older  fish.  The  Chinese  have  long 
understood  all  the  intricacies  of  incubation,  and 
were  amongst  the  first  to  use  incubators  for  the 
hatching  of  hen  eggs,  long  before  such  machines 
w^ere  made  in  this  country.  At  one  time  a 
'a  considerable  business  was  done  in  this  style  of 
spawn  hatching. — Scotsman. 

Rhodesian  Regulations. 

All  poultry  imported  by  rail  into  Southern 
Rhodesia  has  to  be  inspected  at  the  frontier  and 
any  showing  symptions  of  disease  will  be  detained 
or  destroyed.  This  is  due  to  the  fact  that  several 
cases  have  occured  where  infection  has  been  intro- 
duced from  the  South  and  Portugese  territory. 
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Mr.  J,  Nugent  Harris. 

Mr.  Nugent  Harris  was  born  in  the  town  of 
Ennis,  Co.  Clare,  Ireland,  in  1862.  He  qualified 
as  a  chemist,  and  eventually  took  up  dairying  as  a 
branch  of  his  profession.  He  visited  Australia, 
Sweden,  Finland,  and  Denmark,  where  he  studied 
the  agricultural  industry  of  the  respective  countries, 
and  became  specially  interested  in  agricultural 
co-operation  by  reason  of  what  came  under  his 
notice  in  Denmark,  Sweden  and  Finland.  He 
joined  the  Agricultural  Organisation  Society  in 
July,  I  go  I,  (the  year  of  its  formation)  as  Dairy 
Expert,  and  became  Secretary  of  that  body  in 
October  of  the  same  year. 

As  the  result  of  the  twelve  years  work  of  the 
A.O.S.  upwards  of  480  agricultural  co-operative 
societies  have  now  been  formed  in  England  and 
Wales  with  a  membership  of  not  far  short  of  50,000, 
and  a  business  turn-over  which  will  approximate 
to  about  ;{^2,ooo,ooo  at  the  end  of  this  year. 

A  specially  interesting  feature  of  the  propaganda 
work  of  the  A.O.S.  is  the  rapidly  growing  interest 
in  the  Egg  and  Poultry  Industry  that  has  been 
aroused  in  many  of  the  co-operative  trading 
societies  which  have  been  organised.  There  is  now 
in  the  English  Agricultural  Co-operative  Movement 


Mr.  Nugent  Harris, 
Secretary  of  the  A.O.S. 

the  largest  Co-operative  Egg  Society  in  the  United 
Kingdom — that  of  Framlingham,  which  last  year 
disposed  of  upwards  of  5,000,000  eggs. 
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Lord  Boston. 

Lord  Boston  is  the  president  of  the  North  Wales 
branch  of  the  /Vgricultural  Organisation  Society. 
He  was  educated  at  Christchurch,  Oxford,  and  was 
Lord-in-waiting   to   Her  Majesty  Queen  Victoria 


Mr.  Edward  Brown, 
The  Director  of  the  Egg  Train. 

during  1885  and  1886.  He  is  a  large  land-owner 
in  Anglesey,  and  is  keenly  interested  in  the 
development  of  rural  industries.  He  is  chairman 
of  the  Anglesea  Industries  Association  and  is 
especially  interested  in  agricultural  matters  and  in 
entomolog3^ 

Lieut.  Col.  The  Hon.  R.  S.  Cotton. 

Lieut.  Col.  Cotton  served  in  the  army  from  1868 
to  i88g.  -He  has  been  closely  connected  with 
agriculture  and  horticulture  all  his  life.  For  many 
years  he  was  a  land  agent  in  the  midlands,  hnally 
settling  down  at  Llanfair,  in  Anglesey.  He  was 
for  some  time  chief  promoter  of  the  Agricultural 
Organisation  Society  in  Anglesey  in  connexion  with 
the  egg  society,  and  is  now  on  the  Committee  of 
the  North  Wales  branch  of  the  A.O.S.  Col.  Cotton 
is  largely  responsible  for  some  remarkable  develop- 
ments in  Anglesey,  other  than  the  Egg  and  Poultry 
Society  named  above,  such  as  bulb  growing. 

Mr.  David  Davies,  M.P.,  M.F.H. 

Mr.  Davies  is  the  only  son  of  the  late  Mr.  Edward 
Davies  of  Plas  Dinam,  Llandinam,  Co.  Montgomery. 
He  is  a  Fellow  of  the  Royal  Georgraphical  Society. 
Vice-President    University     College    of    Wales ; 
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Mr.  Walter  Williams. 
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Member  of  Councils  of  University  College  of  North 
Wales  (Bangor),  University  College  of  South  Wales 
(Cardiff)  ;  and  Normal  College  (Bangor) ;  and  a 
Member  of  Court  of  Governors  of  University 
College  of  Wales.  He  has  travelled  extensively 
and  is  much  interested  in  sport,  including  hunting. 
He  has  private  packs  of  fox  hounds  and  beagles  at 
Llandinam. 

Mr.  Davies  is  a  very  keen  Agriculturist,  and  is 
interested  in  various  movements  for  the  improve- 
ment of  agricultural  and  rural  life  generally.  He 
is  an  Ex-President  and  Member  of  the  Council  of 
the  Welsh  National  Agricultural  Society ;  Vice- 
President  of  the  Agricultural  Organisation  Society, 
and  elected  Member  of  the  Executive  Council  of 
the  North  Wales  Section  of  the  Agricultural 
Organisation  Society ;  Member  of  the  recently 
formed  Board  of  Agriculture  for  Wales ;  and 
Member  of  the  Advisory  Committee  of  Agricultural 
Science  (Board  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries). 

Mr.  David  Thomas, 

For  some  years  Mr.  David  Thomas  studied  at 
the  University  College  of  Wales,  Aberystwyth,  where 
he  gained  with  distinction,  the  diploma  in 
agriculture  and  the  Dairy  Teachers'  certificate. 
After  a  temporary  appointment  as  lecturer  under 
the  Bangor  University  College  he  became  manager 
of  the  Lampeter  Co-operative  Dairy  Society  Ltd. 
In  1907  he  was  appointed  manager  of  the  butter 


giving  instruction  in  egg-testing,  grading,  etc.,  in 
connexion  with  the  starting  of  egg  and  poultry 
societies.  He  is  vice-president  of  the  Aberystwyth 
College  Agricultural  Society  and  of  the  Emlyn 
Co-operative  Society,  as  well  as  secretary  of  the 
Cardiganshire  Farmers'  Union. 

Mr.  Walter  Williams. 

Mr.  Walter  Williams  has  been  connected  with 
the  Agricultural  Co-operative  movement  since  its 
commencement.  l"he  son  of  a  Carnarvonshire 
farmer,  in  1902  he  started  work  as  organiser  under 
Mr.  Brigstocke,  who  was  then  representative  of 
the  Agricultural  Organisation  Society  in  Wales. 
He  proceeded  in  the  same  year  to  Ireland  with  a 
Welsh  deputation  to  study  the  movement  on  the 
spot.  The  following  year  he  was  in  Denmark,  and 
the  results  of  both  visits  he  published  in  Welsh. 

In  conjunction  with  Mr.  Edward  Brown  he 
organised  locally  the  South  Wales  demonstration 
train  and  is  now  with  him  on  the  one  touring  North 
Wales.  He  is  at  present  secretary  of  the  North 
Wales  branch  of  the  A.  O.  S.,  besides  being  chief 
organiser  for  the  whole  of  Wales. 

Mr.  Verney  Carter. 

Mr.  Verney  Carter  has  been  for  the  past  nine 
years  organising  secretary  to  the  National  Poultry 
Organisation  Society, 
in  which  capacity  he 
has  had  charge  of  the 
marketing  section,  and 
has  worked  arduously 
in  placing  home  pro- 
duce in  the  position 
which  it  now  occupies. 
Prior  to  1904  he  had 
charge  of  the  Stoke 
Ferry  Depot,  which  he 
conducted  most  success- 
fully. Mr.  Carter,  who 
is  a  Norfolk  man,  was 
for  several  years  in 
Egypt,  and  is  a  member 
of  the  London  Egg 
Exchange.  He  is  at 
present  engaged  in  do- 
ing valuable  work  for 
the  British  Poultry 
Federation. 


Mr.  Verney  Carter. 


Ir.  David  Thomas. 


and  egg  Department  of  the  Clynderwen  Co- 
operative^ Society,  a  post  which  he  held  for  4  years. 
In  April  191  o  he  was  demonstrator  on  the  South 
Wales  Egg  Train,  and  since  then  has  been  engaged 
by  the  National  Poultry  Organisation  Society  in 


Poultry  in  Vancouver. 

There  are  sections  of  this  valley  highly  suitable 
to  poultry  raising.  There  is  a  large  area  of  good 
sandy  land,  with  desirable  slope,  near  the  water 
front.  Those  who  have  entered  into  this  enterprise 
have  made  good  profit.  Poultry  and  eggs  have  a 
ready  market,  and  the  demand  for  such  in  the  local 
market  is  far  from  being  supplied.  There  is  ample 
room  for  further  enterprise  in  this  lucrative 
business. 
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EDUCATIONAL  AUTHORITIES  AND  THE  POULTRY 

INDUSTRY. 

By  "Statistician." 


XAT'E  hear  mucli  of  what  is  going  to  be  done 
in  respect  to  rural  education.  Money  has 
been  granted  from  the  Development  Fund. 
Announcements  are  being  made  as  to  this,  that 
and  the  other  project.  Thus  we  are  living  in 
hopes.  How  far  poultry  is  going  to  receive 
adequate  attention  remains  to  be  proved.  With 
one  or  two  exceptions  the  signs  are  not  very 
promising.  Prejudice  against  and,  to  put  it 
strongly,  hatred  of  poultry-keeping,  on  the  part 
of  many  of  those  most  influential  in  connexion 
with  county  education  committees  and  agri- 
cultural colleges,  are  being  used  against  our 
industr)^,  just  as  the  influence  of  count}' authori- 
ties has  hindered  the  development  of  small 
holdings. 

Unless  and  until  the  Board  of  Agriculture  com- 
pels educational  authorities  to  adopt  schemes 
which  are  in  conformity  with  local  needs  and 
opportunities,  so  long,  in  many  counties,  will 
every  branch  save  poultry  keeping  receive 
attention.  The  Board  has  by  means  of  funds 
available,  the  power  to  alter  the  whole  aspect  of 
affairs.    Will  it  do  so  ?  is  the  question. 

The  publication  by  the  Board  of  Agriculture 
and  Fisheries  of  the  "Annual  Report  on  the 
distribution  of  grants  for  agricultural  education 
and  research  in  the  3^ear  1911-12,"  and  "a 
summary  of  the  agricultural  instruction  provi- 
ded by  County  Councils  in  1910-11,"  throws 
considerable  light  on  the  shortcomings  of 
Agricultural  Colleges  and  County  Educational 
Committees,  I  have  previously  called  attention 
to  these  annual  reports  (i),  and  regret  to  say 
that  practically  nothing  has  been  done,  at  any 
rate  up  to  the  periods  referred  to  in  the  report 
under  review.  There  is,  however,  one  point 
which  needs  to  be  emphasised,  namely,  that  up 
to  1908  tables  were  given  showing  the  expendi- 
ture of  County  Councils  on  the  various  branches 
of  instruction  and  the  amounts  allocated  from 
the  residue  grant.  When  the  supervision  ot 
such  teaching  was  transferred  to  the  Board  of 
Education,  these  suggestive  figures  were  omit- 
ted, for  which  no  explanation  has  ever  been 
given.  Perhaps  they  told  too  much,  and  showed 
how  the  trust  had  been  abused.  Now  that  the 
Board  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries  has  resumed 
control  of  such  county  teaching,  I  had  hoped 
we  should  once  more  have  been  placed  in 
possession  of  records  that  the  public  has  aright 


(i)  See  VoL  II.,  p.  6,  October,  1909;  Vol.  II.,  p.  575, 
August,  1910;  Vol.  III.,  p.  108,  December,  1910, 


to  see.  It  is,  therefore,  disappointing  that  such 
have  not  been  again  provided.  From  other 
evidence  it  is  certain  that  all  I  have  previously 
said  would  have  been  abundantl}'  justified.  It 
may  be  that  those  responsible  for  such  neglect 
of  the  poultry  industry  desire  to  keep  this 
information  to  themselves.  It  is  certainly  to  be 
hoped  that  this  will  not  occur  again.  As  so 
much  money  is  provided  from  natural  funds  the 
allocation  should  be  stated  to  the  fullest  extent. 

AGRICUI.TURA1,  C01.1.KGES. 

Fifteen  universities  and  colleges  at  which 
instruction  in  poultry-keeping  could  be  given 
are  recorded  as  receiving  grants  from  the  Board 
of  Agriculture.  Of  these,  however,  two  might 
be  left  out  of  consideration,  namely  the  Uni- 
versities of  Cambridge  and  Oxford,  as  the  nature 
of  their  work  is  scarcely  suitable  to  include 
teaching  this  branch,  except  as  regards  the 
general  principles  of  live  stock  breeding. 
Therefore,  thirteen  institutions  remain,  at  all  of 
which  save  one,  considering  equally  the  districts 
which  they  serve,  and  the  immediate  opportuni- 
ties and  requirements,  it  is  reasonable  to  expect 
that  there  would  be  one  or  more  whole  time 
poultry  lecturers  and  instructors  engaged,  avail- 
able, of  course,  for  teaching  in  the  contributory 
counties.  Eet  us  see  what  are  the  facts  of  the 
case. 

Only  four  of  the  Colleges  in  1911-12  are  recor- 
ded as  having  a  whole  time  poultry  lecturer, 
and  at  each  of  these  the  greater  part  of  the 
work  done  is  in  country  teaching. 

Four  more  provide  instruction  in  the  subject, 
but  the  teacher  covers  other  subjects,  and  there- 
fore, poultry-keeping  is  subsidiary.    That  can 
never  be  satisfactory,  and  generally  means  that 
the   teaching   is    inadequate    and  sometimes 
superficial.    Those  embraced  in  this  class  are : 
Royal  Agricultural  College,  Cirencester. 
Cheshire  Agricultural  College,  Holmes  Chapel. 
Horticultural  College,  Swanley. 
South  Eastern  Agricultural  College,  Wye. 

So  far  as  the  other  institutions  of  a  University 
or  collegiate  character  are  concerned,  those 
which  do  nothing  in  respect  to  poultry,  as  in- 
dicated by  the  report  published,  may  be  placed 
in  a 

Black  List. 
University  College  of  Wales,  Aberystwyth, 
University  College  of  North  Wales,  Bangor. 
Agricultural  Department,  University  of  Cam- 
bridge. 
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Armstrong  College,  Newcastle-on-Tyne. 

Agricultural     Department,     University  of 
Oxford. 

University  College,  Reading. 

Harris  Institute,  Preston. 
Possibly  at  one  or  more  of  these  a  few  lectures 
are  given  occasionally,  but  there  appears  to  be 
no  systematic  teaching  of  the  subject. 

As  to  practical  instruction,  demonstration  and 
experimental  work  in  connexion  with  poultry, 
a  few  of  the  institutions  named  have  poultry 
plants  on  their  farms,  notably  Leeds,  Harper 
Adams,  Midland,  Uckfield,  Cirencester,  Holmes 
Chapel,  and  Cambridge,  but  on  a  totally  inade- 
quate scale.  The  Lancashire  County  Council 
Farm  at  Hutton,  near  Preston,  is  the  best  in 
this  respect,  and  other  smaller  teaching  centres 
of  a  like  character  are  at  Basing  (Hampshire), 
Newton  Rigg  (Cumberland),  and  Ridgmont 
(Beds).  No  one,  however,  has  even  attempted 
to  treat  the  question  in  a  moderately  satisfactory 
manner,  either  as  to  equipment  or  staff.  As  an 
example  may  be  mentioned  the  Leeds  Univer- 
.sity  Farm  at  Garforth,  maintained  by  the  three 
Ridings  of  the  premier  county,  wherein  the 
interest  in  this  branch  is  very  great  and  the 
opportunities  enormous.  A  conservative  esti- 
mate is  that  the  annual  consumption  of  eggs 
and  poultry  is  ^1,000,000  greater  than  the 
production.  Yet  the  poultry  section  of  the  farm, 
apart  from  portable  houses  on  the  fields,  does 
not  cover  much  more  than  an  acre. 

The  entire  poultry  plants  for  teaching,  demon- 
stration and  experimental  work  on  collegiate 
farms  in  England  and  Wales  does  not  exceed 
15  acres  in  extent.  As  a  contrast  the  land 
allocated  to  the  poultry  department  at  Cornell 
University,  in  the  State  of  New  York,  exceeds 
sixty-five  acres. 

County  Teaching. 

"When  we  came  to  examine  the  report  in 
respect  to  the  poultry  work  of  county  education 
committees  in  the  year  19 10- 11,  the  facts  avail- 
able are  most  meagre,  especially  in  those  areas 
where  little  has  been  done.  Those  who  have 
something  to  show  do  not  fear  to  state  the  facts. 
I  hope  this  means  that  the  others  are  ashamed 
of  themselves.  Even  the  best  have  nothing  to 
be  proud  of.  Here  are  a  few  examples,  saving 
the  counties  from  appearing  in  the  Black  List 
given  below,  but  merely  by  the  skin  of  their 
teeth. 


Bucks 
Durham 
Leicestershire 
Salop 

Westmorland 


9  lectures. 
5  centres. 
3  lectures. 
8  centres. 
10  lectures. 


East  Riding,  Yorks  5  lectures. 


others  of  this  rank  merely  mention  that  some 
lectures  were  given.  Even  the  best  are  poor. 
It  is  all  a  bad  business. 

There  is  not  one  county  in  England  and 
Wales  that  is  giving  to  poultry  instruction  a 
reasonable  share  of  attention  as  compared  with 
other  branches  of  agriculture,  inadequate  though 
the  latter  ma}^  be.  The  majority  have  gone 
back  instead  of  forward. 

Although  little  credit  is  due  to  some  counties 
which  escape  the  Black  List  given  below,  they 
manage  to  do  so,  and  I  cannot  include  them. 
Still  we  must  take  the  records  as  published. 
The  following  list  gives  the  names  of  counties 
which  appear  to  have  given  no  poultry  teaching 
whatever  in  1910-11  : 

Black  List. 

England — 

Berkshire 

Cambridgeshire 

Cornwall 

Devon 

Dorset 

Huntington 

Isle  of  Ely. 

Isle  of  Wight 

Holland  (Lincolnshire) 

Kesteven  (Lincolnshire) 

Middlesex 

Northumberland 

Oxon 

Rutland 

Surrey 

West  Sussex. 
Wales — 

Anglesey 

Brecon 

Cardigan 

Carmarthan 

Carnarvon 

Merionith 

Montgomery 

Pembroke 

Radnor. 

Thus  sixteen  counties  in  England,  with  a  total 
area  of  cultivated  land  amounting  to  about  six 
and  a  half  million  acres,  or  25  per  cent,  of  that  in 
the  entire  country ;  and  nine  counties  in  Wales, 
with  a  total  area  of  cultivated  land  amounting 
to  upwards  of  two  million,  one  hundred  thou- 
sand acres,  or  76  per  cent,  of  that  in  the  entire 
country,  had  no  teaching  provided  in  this 
important  branch  of  food  production. 

Need  I  say  more?  The  facts  here  given, 
extracted  from  an  official  publication,  speak  for 
themselves.  They  reveal  a  condition  of  affairs 
that  is  discreditable  to  all  concerned. 
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THE  SEVEN  PHASES  OF  THE  POULTRY  INDUSTRY. 

By  Wii,frid  H.  G.  Ewart. 
 o  

IV.— THE  ORDINARY  POULTRY-KEEPER. 


Y  the  "ordinary  poultry-keeper"  is  meant 
all  those  legions  throughout  the  country 
who  keep  fowls,  not  entirely  for  profit, 
nor  yet  entirely  for  pleasure,  nor  on  a 
large  scale,  but  on  a  descending  scale 
from  the  man  who  keeps  fifty  or  sixty  laying  hens 
in  a  grass  paddock,  to  the  man  who  adopts 
three  pet  fowls  in  a  pen  behind  his  tenement. 
Three  distinct  classes  come  under  the  heading  of 
the  "ordinary  poultry-keeper"  (i)  the  cottager, 
(2)  the  amateur,  and  (3)  the  backyarder.  And  with 
these  we  will  deal  separately. 

The  Cottager. 

An  extremely  important  person.    wSince  fear  of 


of  development  as  in  the  case  of  the  cottager.  It 
is  well  known  that  relatively  the  small  poultry- 
keeper  should  be  more  successful  than  the  large 
one  because  he  is  able  to  devote  greater  attention 
to  his  stock.  This  is  in  fact  true  of  farmers  and 
cottagers.  It  is  also  the  case  that  the  former  can 
only  fully  succeed  through  the  latter. 

Cottager  and  Farmer. 

If  this  co-operative  system  were  adopted  the  one 
hen  per  acre  standard  would  speedily  be  attained 
and  probably  exceeded.  What  I  should  like  to  see 
is  every  attached  cottage  occupied  by  a  labourer 
and  having  pasture  land  adjacent,  supporting  at 
least  two  hundred  birds  per  annum.     In  many 


A   BUCKINGHAMSHIRE   DUCK   FATTENING  PEN. 

Duck  fattening  offers  great  opportunities  to  the  progressive  modern  poultry-keeper. 


\Copyright. 


swine  fever  has  divorced  so  many  cottagers  from 
their  homely  swine,  and  since  local  regulations 
have  added  even  further  to  the  dangers  of  pig- 
keeping,  poultry-culture  has  come  more  and  more 
into  fashion.  It  is  highly  desirable  that  this  should 
be  so.  To-day  the  farmer  is  our  main  standby  for 
eggs  and  table -poultry ;  a  few  years  hence  and  the 
cottager  will  possibly  have  taken  his  place.  I  do  not 
believe  we  shall  ever  educate  our  farmers  in  fowl 
lore  beyond  a  certain  and  somewhat  elementary  stage 
nor,  it  seems  to  me,  are  there  the  same  possibilities 


cases  the  number  should  be  even  greater  than  this, 
for  on  some  estates,  especially  in  the  Midlands, 
grass  land,  ad.  lib.,  surrounds  the  cottages,  of  course 
in  the  ownership  of  the  tenant-farmer.  In  spring, 
therefore,  we  should  expect  to  find  a  large  selected 
head  of  pure-bred  stock  upon  the  farmsteads ; 
around  each  of  the  attached  cottages  forty  or  fifty 
young  birds  not  more  than  two  months  old.  From 
February  to  May,  the  cottager's  job  will  be  to 
receive  eggs  from  headquarters  and  turn  them  into 
well-grown,  active  chickens  when  they  leave  the 
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hen.  They  will  then  go  back  to  the  farm,  and  in 
due  course  be  drafted  apart  according  as  they  are 
cockerels  or  pullets.  Probably  by  haytime  the 
agent  will  have  cleared  off  the  bulk  of  his  birds 
and  then  his  land  will  rest  through  the  busy 
autumn  days  till  October,  when  twenty  or  thirty 
pullets  will  be  sent  across  to  him.  What,  you  ask, 
can  he  hope  to  get  out  of  this  ?  Well,  there  should 
in  the  first  place  be  a  fixed  rate  of  payment,  such 
for  instance  as  twopence  for  every  chicken  reared. 
I  mention  twopence  quite  tentatively  because  in 
my  own  case  I  only  paid  a  penny  each,  and  for 
eggs  produced  a  penny  per  dozen.  These  rates, 
however,  were  somewhat  exceptionally  low  for 
various  reasons.  Food,  coops,  houses,  etc.,  are 
supplied  by  the  farmer.  The  work  of  rearing  the 
chickens  is  largely  left  in  the  hands  of  the  wife  and 
children,  and  of  pensioners  too  old  to  work  on  the 
land,  but  providing  such  people  are  reliable,  few 
difficulties  stand  in  the  way. 

Concerning  Ducks. 

Exceedingly  high  laying  averages  are  obtained 
by  some  villagers  from  their  stock,  and  indeed,  all 
considered,  I  should  say  that  the  cottager  is  among 
the  most  enlightened  of  industrial  poultry-keepers. 
Chicken  rearing  is  seldom  attempted,  the  usual 
practice  being  to  purchase  a  half-dozen  or  so 
pullets  at  the  age  of  three  months  from  some 
neighbouring  farmer.  At  the  same  time,  curiously 
enough,  a  cock  or  cockerel  is  nearly  always  present 
and  here  we  see  a  quaint  peculiarity  of  the 
peasant  nature.  The  bird,  you  are  told,  is  kept  for 
company's  sake. 

To  pass  on  to  the  ducks,  I  feel  that  there  must 
be  large  scope  for  development  here.  On  many 
farms  there  are  waterfowl,  the  eggs  of  which  the 
farmer  would  be  quite  content  to  sell  for  twopence 
each  fairly  early  in  the  season.  Having  hatched 
these,  the  cottage-garden  is  found  to  be  well  suited 
for  rearing  the  ducklings  for  table  purposes.  There 
is  not  too  much  room  for  exercise,  while  the  kind 
of  scraps  which  every  housewife  has  to  dispose  of 
are  extremely  nutritious  and  fattening  mixed  with 
barley-meal  or  middlings.  No  finely  balanced  diet 
is  needed,  only  regularity  of  feeding,  cleanliness, 
and  ordinary  care  which  the  cottager's  wife  is 
entirely  in  a  position  to  give.  At  eight  to  ten 
weeks  the  ducklings  are  ripe  for  killing,  when 
eight  or  nine  shillings  a  couple  should  be  obtained 
for  them.  There  seems  to  be  no  valid  reason  w^hy 
the  flourishing  condition  of  the  Aylesbury  district 
should  not  be  reproduced  elsewhere  on  a  smaller 
scale,  and  as  good  prices  secured  in  private  trade 
as  obtain  in  the  London  market.  The  difficulty 
with  regard  to  obtaining  sufficient  eggs  early, 
would  probably  overcome  itself  as  soon  as  farmers 
found  a  steady  demand  for  them. 

A  Favoured  Cottager. 

Of  course,  some  cottagers  are  exceptionally 
favoured  by  fortune,  and  such  is  the  extremely 
prosperous  labouring  man  whose  flock  of  Aylesburys 


is  seen  in  the  illustrations.  Would  there  were 
more  of  these  comfortable  scenes  in  rural  England ! 
Here  the  foot  of  his  garden  is  bounded  by  running 
water — an  ideal  spot  for  producing  fertile  eggs 
which  are  sold  for  the  most  part  to  neighbouring 
farmers  and  small-holders,  though  here  it  should 
be  stated  that  water  is  not  in  the  least  necessary 
for  breeding-stock.  Note  the  excellent  runs  and 
sheds  in  the  background  with  immediate  access  to 
the  stream.  This  fortunate  duck-keeper  also  keeps 
a  number  of  fowls. 

The  Amateur. 

Probably  we  do  not  all  realise  how  large  a  part 
the  amateur  pure  and  simple  plays  in  the  poultry 
business.  Indeed  our  industry  is  unique  in  the 
sense  that  it  depends  to  a  considerable  extent  upon 
the  casual  efforts  of  the  hobbyist  as  well  as  upon 
professional  support.  By  the  amateur,  I  mean  not 
necessarily  the  novice  or  the  incompetent  element, 
but  rather  the  kind  of  person  I  find  in  every  English 
village.  The  squire,  for  instance,  the  parson,  the 
doctor,  and  indeed  practically  everybody  of  inde- 
pendent means  has  a  poultry-run  just  for  the 
purpose  of  supplying  home-grown  chickens  for 
luncheon  or  dinner  once  or  twice  a  week,  and 
genuine  new-laid  eggs  for  breakfast.  In  the 
suburbs,  men  of  business  with  capacious  villa- 
gardens  go  in  for  the  same  hobby  with  the  same 
ideal,  and  then  there  is  throughout  the  country  a 
large  proportion  of  well-to-do  tradesmen  and  ladies 
of  country  tastes  who  take  an  interest  in  fowls. 
Indeed,  it  should  be  said  that  this  aspect  of  the 
industry  is  almost  wholly  in  possession  of  the  fair 
sex. 

The  great  difficulty  about  amateur  poultry- 
keeping  is  that  it  is  almost  unvaryingly  conventional. 
True  the  pure  breed  has  come  generally  into 
fashion  of  late  years,  mainly  because  of  its  aesthetic 
quality  in  the  scheme  of  a  garden  or  estate,  but 
there  is  no  particular  ambition  to  extract  from  it 
either  the  utmost  output  of  eggs  or  of  flesh. 
People  ask  that  inevitable  question,  "  Does  the 
poultry  pay  ?  "  in  an  airy  conversational  manner 
without  perhaps  any  very  clear  idea  as  to  whether 
they  mean  "  paying  its  way "  or  paying  in  the 
profitable  commercial  sense.  On  this  account,  I 
think,  the  ordinary  poultry-yard  is  too  often  sterile 
and  unproductive,  for  nearly  all  its  output  is 
consumed,  whereas  under  enterprising  management 
and  proper  economy,  there  should  be  a  good 
surplus  towards  the  requirements  of  the  community 
in  general.  "Well,  we  don't  try  to  make  money 
out  of  the  poultry,  we  only  want  it  to  pay  its  way 
and  keep  the  house  supplied  with  eggs  and  chickens" 
is  a  very  usual  rejoinder  to  the  above  query,  and  it 
shows  a  lethargic  spirit.  A  thing  that  is  worth 
doing  at  all  is  worth  doing  well,  and  there  is  no 
reason  why  the  majority  of  amateurs  should  not 
take  up  line-breeding  and  trap-nesting,  adopt 
up-to-date  methods  of  marketing  their  produce, 
and  generally  place  things  on  a  business  basis  with 
a  view  to  showing  a  profit  at  the  end  of  the  year. 
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Because  you  are  an  amateur  it  does  not  in  the  least 
follow  that  you  need  be  amateurish. 

The  Backyarder. 

The  backyarder  has  shown  a  notable  increase  in 
all  large  towns,  and  where  a  generation  ago  nobody 
dreamt  of  seeing  anything  but  a  brick  wall  and  a 
grimy  yard,  to-day  we  find  a  poultry-run  and  a 
pigeon-cote.  Interesting  as  this  is, — and  admirable 
too,  as  showing  the  remarkable  ingenuity  and 
tenacity  with  which  Englishmen  cling  to  the 
lightening  influence  of  birds  and  animals  about 
their  homes — still  the  main  significance  of  the 
backyard  movement  lies  in  two  directions.  On 


REARING  IN  THE  NATURAL  WAY. 

n^O  a  large  extent  the  early  treatment  and 
management  of  chickens  determines  their 
future  value.  Neglect  at  the  outset  will  have  well- 
nigh  fatal  results  so  far  as  ultimate  profit  is 
concerned. 

The  first  important  point  for  consideration  is  : 
What  is  the  most  suitable  place  upon  which  to  rear 
chickens?  The  points  that  ought  to  govern  the 
choice  of  the  situation  for  the  work  are  what 
amount  of  natural  shelter  in  the  form  of  shrubs, 
bushes,  etc.,  is  available,  and  if  these  are  not  avail- 
able, does  the  position  lend  itself  readily  to  the 


THE  WORKING 

Feeding  fowls  in 

the  one  hand  there  is  the  elevating  prospect  that 
by  keeping  three  or  four  hens,  our  working  men 
may  become  somewhat  independent  of  the  grocer 
and  the  foreigner,  while  their  ansemic  wives  anu 
children  may  benefit  to  an  untold  extent  by  that 
vitalising  product,  "  the  new-laid  egg."  On  the 
other  hand — and  I  make  no  apology  for  putting 
the  matter  on  these  high  grounds — there  is  the 
immense  social  asset  of  a  clean  recreative  hobby 
to  attract  the  working-man  to  his  home.  For 
consider  :  Is  not  most  of  the  crime,  destitution,  and 
misery  in  all  our  great  cities  due,  through  the 
public  house,  to  the  cheerless  home  and  the 
emptiness  of  its  environs  ?  If  that  is  so,  then 
backyard  poultry-keeping  has  a  definite  mission 
towards  a  national  regeneration. 


FE'S    HOBBY.  \CoPyright. 

a  suburban  run. 

erection  of  temporary  shelter  ?  The  quality  of  the 
soil  is  also  important,  and  while  the  poultry-keeper 
cannot  alter  its  quality,  he  can  do  much  to  overcome 
difficulties  which  at  first  sight  appear  to  be  insur- 
mountable. It  is  an  absolute  necessity  that  the 
immediate  plot  upon  which  the  chickens  live  shall 
be  dry,  not  necessarily  sandy,  nor  very  light,  but  it 
must  be  dry.  The  result  of  rearing  on  a  damp, 
marshy  place  is  that  the  growth  of  the  chickens  is 
very  considerably  retarded.  Not  only  so,  but  the 
damp  and  cold  arising  therefrom  have  the  effect  of 
inciting  attacks  of  diarrhoea,  while,  in  addition  to 
this  very  serious  ailment  of  chickenhood,  they  very 
often  go  wrong  in  the  legs.  It  is  no  uncommon 
sight  to  see  chickens  that  run  on  a  damp  soil  with 
their  toes  caked  with  mud.     This  accumulates  and 
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hardens  to  the  solidity  of  a  stone,  and  it  is  not 
infrequently  the  cause  of  permanent  lameness, 
which  is  not  only  detrimental  from  the  utility 
standpoint,  but  very  objectionable  from  a  point  of 
beauty.  A  few  deformed  chickens  quite  spoil  the 
appearance  of  an  entire  batch,  since  these  faulty 
specimens  seem  in  an  unaccountable  manner  to  be 
more  prominent  than  any  of  their  more  perfect 
brethren.  It  is,  however,  true  that  chickens  may  be 
affected  in  this  way  upon  any  kind  of  soil,  but  it  is 
more  liable  to  happen  on  a  damp  than  on  a  dry 
place,  since  under  the  latter  conditions  it  is  caused 
by  inattention  to  cleanliness. 

It  is  difficult,  if  not  impossible,  to  get  a  place 
that  is  perfect  in  every  detail ;  at  the  same  time, 
by  exercising  a  little  ingenuity  and  method  a  most 
unlikely  place  may  be  transformed  into  quite  a 
suitable  one.  If  the  ground  is  not  naturally  dry, 
some  kind  of  drainage  should  be  adopted.  Of 
course,  whatever  be  the  ingenuity  of  the  owner,  no 
amount  of  skill  can  ever  convert  a  really  bad  place 
into  a  good  one,  but  much  may  be  done  to  improve 
it.  In  addition  to  surface  drainage,  the  highest 
part  of  the  land  should  be  chosen,  so  that  the  water 
runs  away  from  the  spot  where  the  chickens  mostly 
gather.  It  is  a  very  great  advantage,  when  the 
rearing  ground  is  so  situated,  for  the  chickens  to 
have  freedom  and  access  to  ground  that  can  be  dug 
up  from  time  to  time.  This  gives  a  wonderful 
fillip  to  their  growth,  since  they  are  kept  busily 
employed  in  scratching,  and  they  get  from  the 
freshly-spaded  earth  much  valuable  feeding  matter. 
In  selecting  the  position  the  importance  of  adequate 
shelter  must  not  be  neglected.  This  is  an  extremely 
important  matter,  and  it  is  seldom  recognised  that 
shelter  is  just  as  necessary  for  the  feathered  members 
of  a  farmer's  stock  as  it  is  for  any  other  live  stock. 
It  is  not  meant  to  imply  that  they  require  to  be 
reared  entirely  under  cover.  We  are  by  no  means 
in  favour  of  this  system,  which  has  the  effect  of 
making  them  extremely  tender,  and  when  the  time 
arrives,  which  arrive  it  must,  for  their  removal,  they 
are  not  equipped  with  the  necessary  strength  to 
withstand  severe  weather,  which  they  are  sure  to 
have  before  they  are  safely  "  through  the  wood." 

There  are  other  extremists  who  say  that  they  like 
to  follow  nature  and  bring  them  up  in  a  hardier 
manner.  ^^ery  frequently  this  cry  of  following 
nature  is  merely  an  excuse  for  neglect,  both  so  far 
as  chickens  and  adult  stock  are  concerned.  It  is  all 
very  well  to  say  when  the  young  ones  have  no 
shelter  and  the  old  ones  roost  in  the  trees  that  this 
more  nearly  resembles  the  conditions  prevailing 
when  in  their  wild  state.  It  would  be  quite  as 
reasonable  not  to  feed  the  birds,  since  in  their 
natural  state  they  were  accustomed  to  find  their 
own  food.  There  is  a  medium  in  all  things.  Allow 
the  chickens  liberty  to  run  out  in  the  open  at  any 
time,  but  have  plenty  of  shelter  and  a  place  where 
warmth  may  be  had.  They  will  soon  find  out  the 
warm  spot  and  run  to  it  when  they  require 
brooding.  Chickens  will  never  thrive  to  the  same 
extent  unless  they  are  kept  warm,  for  we  find  the 


growth  of  all  stock  is  very  considerably  retarded 
unless  they  are  kept  warm.  When  the  chickens 
mope  about  with  shoulders  up  and  feathers  ruffled, 
it  may  be  taken  as  a  certain  sign  that  they  require 
more  heat. 

The  piece  of  land  that  is  to  be  used  for  the 
chickens  should  be  in  readiness  well  in  advance,  and 
it  should  be  dry  and  well  sheltered.  The  coops 
should  be  so  placed  that  all  the  benefit  of  the 
shelter,  vvhether  natural  or  artificial,  is  secured. 
The  coop  should  be  sufficiently  roomy  to  allow  the 
hen  freedom  of  movement.  An  adjustable  shutter 
in  front  is  a  distinct  improvement,  since  it  affords 
protection  during  the  night  and  shade  from  the  sun 
in  summer.  One  very  often  sees  coops  facing  in 
any  direction  except  the  south,  and,  being  provided 
with  no  sort  of  shutter,  the  wind  and  rain  beat 
directly  upon  the  inmates.  In  the  very  early 
months  of  hatching  it  is  an  excellent  plan  to  place 
the  coops  under  a  wooden  shed,  where  the  floor  is 
strewn  with  dry  earth  to  the  depth  of  two  or  three 
inches.  On  the  top  of  this  some  sort  of  litter,  such 
as  chopped  straw,  chaff,  or  anything  of  a  similar 
nature,  should  be  strewn,  among  which  the  chickens 
can  find  plenty  of  employment.  If  the  place  at  the 
poultry-keeper's  disposal  is  sufficiently  large  to 
allow  of  the  daily  moving  of  the  coops,  and  the 
earth  is  dry,  it  is  inadvisable  to  have  a  wooden 
floor.  If,  however,  the  soil  is  heavy  and  cold,  a 
wooden  floor  should,  by  all  means,  be  provided; 
but  it  should  not  be  part  of  the  structure,  but 
merely  a  board  a  few  inches  bigger  than  the  bottom 
of  the  coop.  When  the  coop  is  placed  thereon, 
both  hen  and  chickens  are  protected  from  the  damp 
earth.  This,  of  course,  is  important,  but  even  more 
important  still  is  that  it  greatly  simplifies  the 
thorough  cleaning  of  the  coop.  All  that  is  necessary 
is  the  daily  removal  of  the  coop  from  the  floor, 
when  the  latter  may  be  scraped  or  treated  in  any 
way  necessary  to  secure  perfect  cleanliness.  Many 
are  the  ailments  incidental  to  chickenhood  that 
owe  their  beginning  to  inattention  to  these  matters. 
It  is  perfectly  true  that  the  hatching  season  is  an 
extremely  busy  time  tor  the  poultry-keeper,  and 
with  his  many  and  varied  duties  he  may  overlook 
the  supreme  importance  of  this  matter,  the  results 
of  which  are  apparent  in  many  directions.  Dirt  is 
bad  for  fowls  at  every  stage  in  their  life,  but  never 
is  it  so  serious  a  menace  to  their  well-being  as  it  is 
during  their  young  days.  It  considerably  checks 
their  growth  and  undermines  their  constitution, 
thus  rendering  them  ready  victims  to  disease, 
which  otherwise  they  might  escape.  Dirt  and 
insanitary  conditions  are  responsible,  in  many  cases, 
for  the  presence  of  both  internal  and  external  para- 
sites. When  young  stock  are  doing  badly  worms 
are  very  often  unsuspected,  and  some  other  cause  is 
given  for  their  wretched  condition,  but  it  is  due  to 
worms  that  they  are  thriving  so  unsatisfactorily. 
Much  of  this  trouble  may  be  obviated  if  care  be 
taken  to  keep  the  ground,  coops,  and  all  other 
appliances  scrupulously  clean.  In  close  proximity 
to  the  coop  some  fine  ashes  or  dust  should  be  placed, 
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so  that  both  hen  and  chickens  may  enjoy  a  dust 
bath,  one  of  the  surest  ways  of  keeping  down 
parasitic  life. 

The  frequent  moving  of  the  chickens  has  a  two- 
fold benefit,  one  of  which  we  have  already  mentioned 
— namely,  cleanliness  and  the  keeping  of  the  land 
sweet.  The  other  reason  is  equally  important,  and 
that  is,  the  benefit  derived  by  the  birds  through 
having  a  continual  change  of  surroundings.  'J'here 
is  no  greater  aid  to  growth  and  condition  than  that 
secured  by  change  of  environment.  This  is  seen  in 
so  many  directions.    After  a  rather  lengthy  stay  on 


one  place  the  chickens  may  be  observed  to  have  lost 
much  of  their  former  energy,  and  for  the  next  two 
or  three  weeks  their  growth  is  not  so  pronounced. 
The  reason  for  this  lethargy  and  check  in  growth 
simply  means  that  the  birds  want  a  change.  This 
does  not  mean  that  the  land  is  tainted,  or  any  such 
deadly  reason  necessitating  the  change,  but  merely 
that  the  tedium  and  the  familiarity  of  their  sur- 
roundings have  cramped  their  energy.  A  change  of 
position  very  soon  restores  their  vigour,  which  is  so 
closely  allied  to  growth  and  condition. 


EUROPEAN  MILK-CHICKENS. 


HTHE  tendency  has  been  evident  in  Europe  for 
centuries  towards  the  development  of  the 
flesh  properties  of  our  poultry.  In  fact  it  would 
almost  appear  as  if  egg  production,  except  for 
reproductive  purposes,  had  been  a  secondary 
question  until  recent  times,  due  to  the  great 
increase  of  industrial  and  commercial  communities 
within  the  last  seventy  years.  We  may  assume 
that  eggs  have  always  been  eaten,  older  cookery 
books  proving  such  to  be  the  case,  but  not  nearly 
to  the  extent  as  now,  and  that  formerly  the  meat 
quality  of  fowls  was  the  chief  desideratum.  That 
is  gathered  from  old  Gervasse  Markham,  who 
wrote  just  300  years  ago,  and  subsequent  authors, 
from  whose  works  it  is  evident  that  breeding  for 
egg  production  was  not  thought  of.  Fowls  have 
always  been  relatively  of  greater  value  than  eggs, 
at  least  until  recent  times.  Many  there  are  who 
can  remember  seeing  eggs  offered  retail  at  /\.d.  per 
dozen. 

As  a  rule  the  breeds  which  are  found  on  the 
Continent  of  Europe  are  highly  specialised.  Until 
the  advent  of  Asiatic  races  we  had  no  General 
Purpose  type  of  fowl.  All  were  mainly  valued 
either  for  their  flesh  or  eggs,  the  former  more  than 
the  latter.  That  is  not  the  case  now.  Excepting 
the  Italian  races,  that  is,  the  Leghorns,  even  the 
other  types  of  laying  fowls  were  more  or  less  useful 
for  meat  properties. 

When  and  where  and  how  what  are  termed 
"  Milk  Chickens "  came  into  use  w'e  have  never 
been  able  to  discover.  Tliat  they  have  been  eaten 
in  France  and  Belgium  for  a  very  long  period 
appears  to  be  unquestionable.  As  a  marketable 
commodity  we  can  remember  their  introduction 
over  here.  They  were  given  a  measure  of  popularity 
by  a  well  known  nobleman,  who  is  still  with  us. 
Enquiries  in  Paris  and  Brussels  alike  elicited  the 
statement  that  they  had  always  had  them.  What 
that  means  it  is  difficult  to  surmise.  Both  countries 
of  which  these  are  the  capitals  have  been  famous 
for  their  love  of  good  poultry,  as  for  their  high 
class  cookery  and  living.  Where  the  Englishman 
preferred  big  joint  and  lumps  of  meat  the  French 
and  Belgians  was  in  favour  of  made  dishes,  in 
which  the  flesh  used  was  only  a  small  part. 


In  France  the  production  of  petits  poussins,  as 
they  are  called,  is  a  business,  in  the  main,  largely 
met  with  in  the  Seine-et-Oise  department  for  the 
Paris  markets,  and  is  in  the  hands  of  small  occupiers, 
each  of  whom  raises  a  few  each  year,  or  hatches 
more  chickens  than  they  desire  to  grow  to  a  larger 
size,  killing  off  a  portion  in  accordance  with 
market  demands.  Formerly  the  Houdan  was 
chiefly  preferred  for  that  purpose.  In  speaking  of 
this  breed  we  have  to  keep  in  mind  the  fact  that 
the  French  Houdan  differs  from  the  English,  in  that 
it  is  slighter  in  body,  has  a  smaller  crest,  and  is 
more  rapid  in  growth,  not  having  been  bred  on 
exhibition  lines.  It  has  the  supreme  virtue  in 
European  eyes  of  white  flesh  and  skin,  and 
pinkish  white  legs  and  feet.  But  the  day  of  this 
breed  has  largely  passed,  and  it  is  very  little  in 
evideace  on  the  farms  where  once  it  was  ubiquitous. 
The  reasons  for  this  change  are  that  it  has  worked 
out  to  a  very  large  extent,  due  to  continuance  of 
breeding  generation  after  generation  under  the 
same  conditions,  and  to  the  loss  of  vigour  resultant 
therefrom. 

The  place  has  been  almost  entirely  taken  by  the 
Faverolle,  a  product  of  tlie  same  district,  evolved 
by  a  mixture  of  Houdan,  Dorking  and  Light 
Brahma,  as  a  result  of  which  it  has  that  constitu- 
tional vigour  which  is  all  important.  It  is  a 
massive,  short  legged  bird,  quiet  in  disposition, 
just  one  that  would  tend  to  flesh  production,  yet 
withal  very  hardy.  The  beard  which  ornaments  its 
jaws  is  inherited  from  the  Houdan,  and  merely 
gives  it  distinctiveness.  The  flesh,  skin,  legs  and 
feet  are  white.  In  Europe  shortness  of  leg  is  pre- 
ferred in  meat  breeds  of  poultry,  as  it  is  thought 
that  greater  length  means  activity  of  habit  which 
is  not  desired.  In  France  the  colour  of  plumage 
is  very  mixed  and  uncertain.  In  fact,  that  is 
thought  to  be  of  minor  importance  so  long  as  the 
general  type  is  correct.  The  great  point  of  the 
Faverolles  that  it  is  a  rapid  grower,  making  for 
flesh  all  the  time.  It  meets  the  need  for  petits 
poussins  and  large  birds  alike,  but  when  fidly 
grown  does  not  bear  comparison  with  some  of  the 
other  French  races.  Here  again  there  is  no  specialisa- 
tion save  in  the  hatching  at  an  earlier  period  than 
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would  ordinarily  be  the  case.  If  the  demand 
arises  and  the  peasants  have  enough  they  each 
dispose  of  a  few  when  six  to  eight  weeks  old, 
weighing  8  to  12  ounces  each.  Should  the  price 
not  be  tempting  they  are  kept  until  a  later  stage. 

Under  these  conditions  the  customary  plan  is  to 
feed  all  the  chickens  up  to  a  given  stage  in  exactly 
the  same  manner,  and  for  about  a  fortnight  prior  to 
killing,  those  selected  are  separated  and  fed  off. 
It  should  be  remembered  that  the  French  pay 
special  attention  to  the  feeding  of  chickens,  only 
giving  whatever  will  conduce  to  fineness  of  flesh. 
What  is  called  pate,  that  is  meal  made  into  a 
crumbly  paste,  is  preferred,  and  this  is  what  we 
should  regard  as  somewhat  rich.  Care  in  feeding 
seems  to  prevent  any  ill  eflects 
feeding,  oatmeal,  buckwheat 
meal,  sometimes  a  little  barley 
meal  and  cooked  rice  are  given, 
mixed  with  petit  lait  (skim 
milk)  which  is  generally  soured. 
For  every  hundred  birds  it  is 
customary  to  add  about  half  a 
pound  of  pure  fat,  mutton  for 
preference,  per  diem.  A  little 
grain,  wheat  or  buckwheat,  is 
scattered  among  cut  chaff,  so 
as  to  induce  exercise  and  help 
digestion.  An  abundance  of 
grit  and  green  stuff  is  regar- 
ded as  essential.  This  feeding, 
combined  with  limitation  of 
activity,  brings  the  body  into 
plump  condition.  The  point 
is  to  catch  the  birds  when  at 
their  best,  and  before  the 
chicken  feathers  are  cast. 

In  Belgium  formerly  nearly 
all  the  poiilets  de  lait,  as  they 
are  called  there,  were  Campines 
or   Braekels,   and   thus  most 
nearly  approximated  to  the  pro-  ^ 
duction  of  squad   broilers  in 
America,    in    that    they  are 
not  bred  for  the  purpose  but  are  the  cockerels 
chosen  from  the  general  flock.    In  the  breeds  named 
the  sex  can  be  distinguished  by  the  time  the  birds 
are  five  weeks  old.    It  is  evident  that  it  is  a  great 
advantage  to  get  rid  of  the  precocious  cockerels  at 
this  stage,  more  especially  as  there  is  a  profitable 
market  for  them.      A  couple  of  weeks  feeding 
similar  to  that  already  referred  to  as  adopted  in 
France,  brings  them  into  plump  condition,  though 
in  many  instances  even  that  seems  to  be  scarcely 
necessary,  for  they  are  naturally  fleshly  at  that 
time.    These  milk  chickens  usually  weigh  about 
7  or  8  ounces,  as  the  race  is  a  small  one  in  size. 
We  can  personally  vouch  for  the  delicacy  and  fine 
flavour  of  the  birds,  which  carry  a  fair  amount  of 
flesh  considering  the  size. 

Within  recent  years,  however,  larger  poulets  de 
lait  have  been  appearing  on  the  Belgian  markets, 
more  like  the  French  in  respect  to  size.    They  are 


of  the  Malines  breed.  The  tendency  is  for  these  to 
displace  the  Campines  which  appear  small  in  con- 
trast.   They  are  very  good. 

A  few  years  ago  an  attempt  was  made  to  pro- 
duce these  birds  in  a  wholesale  fashion.  An 
establishment  was  set  up  a  few  miles  out  of 
Brussels  with  the  object  of  hatching  and  rearing 
large  numbers.  The  chicks  were  reared  on  shelf 
brooders,  but  the  enterprise  was  a  failure  and  had 
to  be  abandoned.  It  is  remarkable  how  many 
attempts  have  been  made  in  this  direction,  and 
recent  visits  to  Germany,  where  I  first  saw  the 
system  in  operation  more  than  twenty  years  ago, 
revealed  the  fact  that  there  is  still  a  belief  in  it, 
although  practice  has  never  yet  afforded  complete 
justification.    The  trouble  is  in  keeping  the  ^birds 
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alive,  as  the  unnatural  and  highly  artificial  con- 
ditions induce  heavy  mortality.  In  that  case  all 
the  chicks  raised  were  intended  for  early  slaughter. 
The  breed  used  was  that  found  locally,  the  Braekel. 

It  may  be  mentioned  that  in  nearly  every  section 
of  France  and  Belgium  these  small  birds  are 
obtainable,  varying  in  accordance  with  the  breed 
of  each  district,  though  the  prices  are  highest  and 
the  demand  greatest  in  the  metropolis  of  each 
country.  One  prominent  feature  of  both  lands  is 
that  almost  every  area  has  its  own  breed  of  fowl, 
and  that  very  few  other  races  are  met  with  except 
in  the  yards  of  amateurs. 

As  far  as  I  am  aware  the  solitary  instance  of 
successful  specialised  rearing  of  milk  chickens  is  in 
North  Western  Germany,  where  large  quantities 
are  annually  produced.  So  much  is  that  true  that 
what  are  called  Hamburg  Chickens  have  largely 
displaced  the  French  on  our  London  markets,  and 
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4iave  brought  down  the  price.  At  one  tune  is.  6d. 
to  2S.  6d.  each  were  the  regular  wholesale  values, 
but  now  from  is.  2d.  to  is.  lod.  is  about  the  range. 
Production  is  chiefly  in  the  Provinces  of  Olden- 
burg, Hanover,  Schleswig-Holstein,  and  near  to 
Lubeck,  and  the  producers  are  usually  smallholders, 
the  maximum  of  any  individual  being  about  800 
birds  per  annum.  The  season  extends  from 
October  to  June,  and  the  use  of  incubators  and 
brooders  has  made  possible  this  development,  at 
least  for  earlier  broods,  all  of  which  are  killed.  In 
the  Spring  a  portion  of  the  pullets  are  retained  for 
breeding  purposes.  When  ready,  the  birds  are  sold 
to  dealers  wdio  undertake  to  do  the  work  of  killing 
and  sale.  One  establishment  at  Winsen  in  Hanover, 
during  the  busy  season  frequently  handles  2,000  in 
a  day. 

At  one  time  what  is  known  as  the  Ramelsloher 
was  almost  universal.  'I'his  is  a  medium-sized 
fowl,  having  much  of  the  Leghorn  character,  per- 
haps a  little  larger  in  body.  There  are  three 
varieties,  the  White,  the  Black,  and  the  Speckled. 
The  comb  is  single  and  medium  in  size,  the  neck 
long,  the  tail  full,  and  the  legs  and  feet  slate, 
while  it  has  a  small  white  earlobe.  As  a  layer  it 
is  exceedingly  good,  and  that  quality  is  the  main 
reason  for  its  popularit}'.  It  is  a  quick  grower, 
but  we  think  the  flesh  is  as  fine  as  that  seen  on  the 
Campine,  than  whicli  it  is  slightly  larger.  With  a 
view  to  the  production  of  milk  chickens,  approach- 
ing the  P^rench  in  size,  the  German  Chambers  of 
Agriculture  have  introduced  other  breeds,  notably 
Orpingtons,  Wyandottes,  Dorkings  and  Faverolles, 
of  Vk/hich  the  two  first  named  have  been  most 
successful.  It  is  claimed  that  by  the  use  of  these 
races  the  chicks  can  be  brought  to  the  size  required 
four  to  five  da)s  earlier  than  with  the  Ramclslohtr 
all  of  which  means  a  saving  in  cost.  The  weights 
as  a  rule  range  from  8  to  10  ounces  when  dead,  and 
the  price  paid  to  producers  varies  from  9d.  to  iid. 
each.  It  is  stated  that  this  leaves  a  fair  margin  of 
profit  to  them,  in  which  connexion  it  is  well  to 
remember  that  the  standard  of  life  of  these  people 
is  not  high,  even  though  the  greater  purchasing 
power  of  money  in  German  is  realised. 

Where  hens  are  used  for  hatching,  then  it  is 
customary  to  convey  the  chicks  in  a  basket  after 
they  are  dried  off  to  the  house  kitchen,  and  keep 
them  near  the  fire  or  oven.  With  the  increased  use 
of  brooders  this  plan  is  unnecessary,  as  it  is  unde- 
sirable in  every  way.  The  first  food  consists  of 
groats  (shelled  oats)  and  milk,  which  is  found  to  be 
the  most  valuable  of  all  in  order  to  give  the  birds  a 
good  start.  After  two  or  three  days  whether  in 
brooders  or  restricted  cages,  where  they  live  to  the 
end,  as  they  are  not  given  liberty  at  any  time,  the 
food  supplied  is  usually  barley  meal  prepared  with 
soured  skim  milk,  and  as  an  alternative  groats  and 
buckwheat,  the  two  latter  fed  in  litter.  In  the 
Winsen  district  many  of  the  raisers  use  fresh  cooked 
river  fish  minced  and  mixed  with  the  meal,  as  this 
is  thought  to  promote  rapid  growth  and  does  not 


adversely  flavour  the  flesh.  The  period  of  growth 
is  five  to  seven  weeks. 

So  far  as  the  United  Kingdom  is  concerned  the 
production  of  milk  chickens  is  very  small, 
although  many  of  the  best  poulterers  prefer  English 
when  they  can  get  them,  and  are  willing  to  pay 
good  prices.  Unless  the  business  is  conducted 
upon  a  large  scale,  which  has  not  heretofore  been 
profitable,  there  would  have  to  be  unity  of  action 
over  a  sufficient  area,  and  that  stage  has  never  been 
reached.  Hence  we  depend  for  supplies  mainly 
upon  France  and  Germany. 

From  what  has  already  been  stated  it  is  evident 
that  the  profitable  production  of  milk  chickens  must 
be  in  one  way,  and  this  is  where  a  large  number  of 
light  bodied  fowls  is  kept  with  the  main  object  of 
producing  pullets  as  layers,  in  the  doing  of  which 
an  equal  number  of  cockerels  will  be  bred.  It  will 
add  substantially  to  the  returns  if  these  latter  can 
be  sold  at  an  early  age,  when  they  will  produce 
practically  as  much  as  would  be  the  case  several 
weeks  later,  when  the  food  cost  will  have  been 
sensibly  increased.  Such  might  be  attempted  by 
the  larger  breeders  of  Leghorns,  etc.,  and  in  those 
districts  where  a  considerable  number  of  smaller 
breeders  keep  the  type  of  fowl  here  named.  Or,  on 
the  other  hand,  as  in  Germany,  where  a  large 
number  of  small  holders  take  up  the  same  branch, 
co-operating  in  a  Co-operative  Society  or  with  a 
trader  who  will  undertake  the  work  of  killing  and 
marketing.  I  do  not  imagine  that  the  demand  for 
these  little  chickens  will  ever  attain  large  dimen- 
sions or  become  general.  It  is,  however,  one  that 
is  capable  of  a  fair  increase,  and  prices  for  suitable 
birds  marketed  at  the  right  season  are  good. 


Duck's  Remarkable  Vitality. 

The  farm  manager  at  Inshriach,  near  Aviemore, 
relates  an  instance  of  remarkable  vitality  in  a  wild 
duck — one  of  a  brood  hatched  there  by  a  hen  three 
years  ago.  The  duck  always  fed  with  the 
rest  of  the  poultry.  On  the  13th  of  last  month 
some  straw  was  being  removed  from  the  stackyard 
to  the  barn.  On  the  same  day  the  duck  disappeared, 
but  as  it  had  done  so  before  at  mating  time,  no 
attention  was  paid  to  the  matter.  As  time  wore 
on,  revealing  no  trace  of  the  duck,  it  was  naturally 
thought  that  it  had  sought  a  new  home.  The 
other  evening,  however,  one  of  the  men  employed 
on  the  farm  had  occasion  to  remove  part  of  the 
straw  in  the  barn,  when  from  underneath  the  pile 
there  crawled  away  into  the  darkness  the  long-lost 
duck.  Next  morning  it  made  its  appearance  from 
the  poultry  shed  along  with  the  other  fowls.  Once 
plump  and  fat,  it  was  now  a  mere  bunch  of  bones 
and  feathers,  a  natural  result  of  being  imprisioned 
under  a  considerable  weight  of  straw  for  nineteen 
and  a  half  days,  without  food  or  water,  and  with 
comparatively  little  air.  The  duck  now  seems  but 
little  the  worse  of  its  experience. — Scotsman. 
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THE   POULTRY   PLANT   AT  GARFORTH. 


T7OR  nearly  twenty  years  the  Leeds  University,  in 
association  with  the  education  committees  in 
the  three  Ridings  of  Yorkshire,  has  given  consider- 
able attention  to  poultry  instruction,  more  especially 
by  means  of  lectures  throughout  the  entire  area. 
The  success  of  these  has  been  very  great,  both  as  to 
attendance  and  influence  exerted.  Only  those  who 
are  familiar  with  these  northern  counties  can  realise 
the  keenness  of  interest  shown  by  men  and  women 
alike,  more  especially  in  the  West  Riding.  At  one 
period  these  were  mainly  fanciers,  for  the  exhibition 
system  was  practically  born  in  Lancashire  and 


have  since  1898  had  a  teaching,  demonstration,  and 
experimental  farm  at  Garforth,  a  few  miles  out  of 
Leeds,  consisting  of  more  than  300  acres,  upon 
which  is  a  small  poultry  plant,  where  very  useful 
work  has  been  done,  though  it  is  inadequate  to  the 
importance  of  the  poultry  industry  in  the  county, 
and  considerable  extension  is  required.  In  a  field 
to  the  west  of  the  stack  yards  are  two  ranges  of 
houses,  the  larger  of  which  has  eight  compartments 
with  runs  to  match,  and  a  smaller  house  has  four 
runs.  One  of  our  photographs  show  the  front  of 
the  latter,  and  the  other  a  section  of  the  larger 


The  Main  Buildings  at  Garforth,  where  the  farm  belonging  to  The  University,  Leeds,  is  situated. 


Yorkshire.  Now  utility  holds  the  field.  All  the 
growth,  which  has  been  very  great,  has  been  in  that 
direction,  although  there  are  still  many  prominent 
exhibitors  in  the  premier  county.  The  food  supply 
of  this  populous  area  is  a  serious  problem,  and  the 
demand  for  eggs  enormous.  A  great  part  of  this 
development  is  due  to  the  county  councils  and 
Leeds  University,  as  also  the  indefatigable  and  able 
efforts  of  Mr.  Fred.  W,  Parton,  who  has  been 
lecturer  at  the  University  for  nearly  fourteen  years. 
His  name  is  well  known  to  readers  of  the  Illus- 
trated Poultry  Record. 

The  University  and  County  Agricultural  Council 


house,  with  entrance  to  roosting  compartment  and 
the  trap  nests.  In  addition  there  are  a  number  of 
portable  Houses  scattered  over  the  fields,  as  that 
system  is  taught  as  most  practicable  for  farmers. 
The  fixed  houses  have  all  open-fronted  runs. 

Some  remarkable  results  have  been  obtained  with 
the  breeds  kept,  which  are  typical  of  their  respective 
races,  but  undue  consideration  is  not  given  to  purely 
show  points.  We  were  very  struck  with  the  even 
quality  of  the  various  birds,  as  the  policy  adopted 
has  been  to  purchase  good  stock.  The  breeds  kept 
are  Scotch  Grey,  Faverolles,  White  Leghorn,  Silver 
Wyandottes  and  Rhode  Island  Reds.    One  of  the 


362 


THE    ILI.USTRATED    POULTRY    RECORD.  May,  1913 


most  interesting  features  is  the  wonderfully  even 
average  of  laying  during  a  period  of  live  years,  as 
shown  in  the  following  tables. 

It  may  be  mentioned  that  the  Rhode  Island  Reds 
were  only  obtained  last  year. 


POULTRY  EXPERIMENTS. 

{Ohio  Agric.  Expt.  Sta.,  Circular  No.  118.) 

'^HIS  circular  relates  to  a  co-operative  investiga- 
tion on  the  profitableness  of  poultry  when 
kept  under  farm  conditions. 


Average  Number  of  Eggs  laid  per  Bird. 


1911. 

1910. 

1909. 

1908. 

1907. 

Pullets. 

Hens. 

Pullets. 

Hens. 

Pullets. 

Hens. 

Pullets. 

Hens. 

Pullets. 

Hens. 

Scotch  Grey... 

143 

140 

146 

138 

142 

136 

132 

134 

140 

134 

Faverolles  ... 

138 

128 

140 

134 

137 

123 

133 

120 

127 

125 

White  Leghorn 

152 

143 

139 

128 

137 

154 

131 

145 

142 

Buff  Orpington 

120 

139 

135 

*122 

Silver  Wyandottes... 

137 

143 

136 

139 

134 

139 

131 

140 

133 

137 

From  Pullets  not  trap-nested  or  kept  in  pens. 


BREED. 


Scotch  Grey... 
Faverolles  ... 
White  Leghorn 
Silver  Wyandottes 


Highest  Individual  Number  of  Eggs. 


1911. 

1910. 

1909. 

1908 

1907. 

Pullets, 

Hens. 

Pullets. 

Hens. 

Pullets. 

Hens. 

Pullets. 

Hens. 

Pullets. 

Hens. 

149 

147 

151 

143 

149 

138 

140 

138 

143 

136 

149 

183 

147 

140 

146 

127 

143 

129 

130 

127 

157 

148 

143 

159 

143 

163 

140 

146 

144 

145 

148 

142 

146 

141 

145 

138 

145 

135 

140 

The  investigations  concerned  flocks  kept  in  the 
city  and  penned  throughout  the  year,  flocks  located 
in  suburbs  with  limited  range,  and  flocks  on  the 
farm  with  unlimited  range.  The  co-operators  were 
located  in  thirty-six  counties  of  the  State,  and 
represented  widely  varying  phases  of  the  poultry 
industry. 

In  conducting  the  experiment,  each  flock  was 
inventoried  at  the  beginning  and  again  at  the  end 
of  the  year,  and  each  co-operator  was  furnished 
with  a  pad  of  twenty-four  blank  forms  so  that  a 
duplicate  record  for  each  month  might  be  kept  ; 
one  of  these  records  was  sent  to  the  station  and  one 
was  retained  by  the  owner  of  the  flock.  The  forms 
provided  for  a  statement  of  summaries,  so  that  the 
totals  from  the  monthly  records  might  be  carried 
forward,  and  one  copy  of  the  summary  was  sent  to 
the  station  at  the  end  of  the  year  in  order  to  check 
the  monthly  return  sheets  of  the  flock.  Average 
results  per  annum  were  as  follows  : — 

Average  Results  from  Eighteen  Flocks  Kept 
ON  Farms. 


Sectional  view  of  one  of  tfie  many  scratoliing  slieds 

at  Garforth.  \_Copy tight. 


No.  of 

Value  of 

Labour 

Feed 

Value 

Value 

Total 

fowls. 

per 

oquipmeut. 

cost  per 

cost  per 

Eggs 

Poultry 

cash 

hen. 

fowl. 

fowl. 

sold. 

sold. 

receipts. 

£  s.  d. 

P.  d. 

s.  d. 

£  s. 

£  s.  d. 

£  s. 

Average 

121 

71 

13  13  4 

1  2 

2  6 

25  4 

9  10  3 

34  15 
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Eggs  used. 

Poultry  Hsed. 

Profit  per 
Fowl. 

Xo. 

Value. 

No. 

Value. 

Average 

1,056 

£  s.  d. 

3  16  8 

28 

£  s.  d. 
2  17  4 

s.  d. 

3  7 

AvER.\GE  Results  from  Twelve  Town  Flocks 
Kept  Wholly  or  Partl\lly  Confixed. 


yo.oi 
fowls. 

Eggs 
per 
hen. 

Value  of 
equipment. 

Labour 
cost  per 
fowl. 

Feed 
cost  per 
fowl. 

Value 
Eggs 
sold. 

Value 
Poultry 
sold. 

Total 
cash 
receipts. 

Average 

46 

70 

£  s.  d. 
18   8  10 

s.  d. 

2  6 

s.  d. 

4  0 

£  s.  d. 

5  12  4 

£  S. 

6  2 

£  s.  d. 
14  14  3 

Eggs  used. 

Poultry  used. 

Profit  per 
Fowl. 

No. 

Value. 

Xo. 

Value. 

Average 

916 

£  s.  d. 
3    9  10 

21 

£  s.  d. 

2  15 

s.  d. 

1  6 

The  result  of  the  investigation  showed  that  : — 

1.  Both  in  town  and  country  small  flocks  gave 
greater  profits  than  large  flocks. 

2.  Flocks  with  unlimited  range  produced  better 
profits  than  flocks  partly  or  wholly  (^on fined. 

3.  Farm  flocks  were  more  profltable  than  village 
or  city  flocks. 


Combination  of  Buyers. 

High  prices  of  eggs  and  poultry  are  hitting 
many  people.  It  is  announced  that  the  New  York 
City  hotel  keepers  are  combining  to  purchase  direct 
from  producers  instead  of  through  the  ordinary 
trade  channels.  This  affords  an  opportunity  for 
co-operation. 

Incubators  in  Argentina. 

The  Minister  of  Public  Works  of  the  Province  of 
Buenos  Ayres  is  organising  an  exhibition  of 
incubators,  by  way  of  popularising  the  use  of  these 
articles.  Entries  for  the  competition  must  be 
made  to  the  Association  de  Avicultores  (Centro  de 
Periodistas,  Calle  54,  Numero  490)  before  May  3rd, 
and  all  incubators  must  be  presented  by  INIay  5th. 
The  first  prize  offered  is  ;^ioo. 

New  Zealand  Eggs  in  Canada. 

Some  time  ago  we  reported  that  a  trial  shipment 
of  eggs  had  been  sent  from  New  Zealand  to  British 
Columbia.  The  reports  show  that  the  quality  was 
fairly  good,  but  the  financial  results  are  unsatis- 
factory. The  cost  of  carriage  and  duty  (id.  per 
dozen)  worked  out  at  4s.  2d.  per  120,  which  is 
heavy. 


**THE   MANAGEMENT  OF  CHICKENS." 

Bv  William  W.  Broomhead.    "  Poultry's"  Practical 
Handbooks.    Price  i/-. 

Mr.  Broomhead  is  too  well  known  to  readers  of 
the  ILLUSTRATED  POULTRY  RECORD  to  need  any 
introduction.  His  monthly  notes  on  "  Fanciers 
and  Fancy  Matters"  are  universally  acknowledged 
to  be  as  helpful  as  they  are  interesting.  His 
opinions  on  all  matters  dealing  with  poultry  are 
sound  and  founded  on  his  general  all-round 
experience.  We  welcome,  therefore,  his  addition 
to  the  Practical  Handbooks  under  the  title  of 
"  The  management  of  chickens." 


End  of  the  long  range  of  Scratching  Sheds 

at  Garforth.  {Copyn'^ht. 

Into  one  hundred  and  ten  pages  of  matter  Mr. 
Broomhead  condenses  information  of  the  greatest 
value  to  those  interested  in  the  breeding  of  Fancy 
or  Utility  Fowls.  An  idea  of  the  ground  covered 
by  this  little  work  can  be  obtained  from  a  perusal 
of  the  list  of  contents.  The  eleven  chapters  cover 
such  subjects  as,  the  coop  ;  the  artificial  methods  of 
rearing  ;  foods  and  feedings  ;  training  for  exhibition ; 
preparing  and  washing  show  birds  ;  and  the 
treatment  of  utility  stock  from  shell  to  laying  or 
killing.  Nothing  of  importance  is  omitted,  but 
at  the  same  time  no  unnecessary  redundancy  is 
observable.  It  fulfils  ably  the  design  of  its  author 
that  it  shall  treat  of  three  distinct  objects  for  which 
it  should  pay  to  rear  chickens. 
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THE  POULTRY  INDUSTRY  IN  NORTH  WALES. 

By  A,  T.  Johnson, 
(Of  Rowen,  North  Wales). 


■\^HETHER  poultry-keeping  in  the  northern  half 
of  the  Principality  is  in  a  more  backward 
condition  than  it  is  in  other  parts  of  these  islands,  I 
do  not  pretend  to  know.  But  that  it  ought  to  be 
not  only  more  prosperous  and  important  than  it  is, 
anyone  who  knows  anything  at  all  about  it  must 
be  convinced.  Doubtless  most  places  in  the  King- 
dom are  more  or  less  behindhand  in  this  matter. 
That  is  a  statement  upon  which  there  can  be  but  one 
opinion.  But  some  counties  or  districts  are  better 
adapted  for  poultry-keeping  than  others,  and  North 
Wales  is  one  of  them. 

Let  us  begin  with  the  Welshman  himself.  Is  it 
possible  to  make  him  into  a  successful  poultry- 
breeder  ?  I  mean,  of  course,  a  man  who  can  make 
his  fowls  a  really  profitable  part  of  his  agricultural 
work.  From  what  I  know  of  him,  and  I  have 
rubbed  shoulders  with  him  for  more  years  than  I 
care  to  count,  I  am  very  strongly  of  the  opinion 
that  he  is  better  adapted  for  poultry-keeping  than 
the  natives  of  many  parts  of  England  or  the  sons  of 
Scotland.  In  the  first  place,  he  has  always  been  a 
farmer  of  small  holdings,  a  worker  with  compara- 
tively little  things.  If  one  could  scarcely  call  him 
thrifty,  in  the  sense  of  the  word  when  it  is  applied 
to  the  Scot,  we  cannot  deny  that  he  is,  as  a  farmer, 
resourceful,  quick  to  learn  and  pick  up  useful  hints, 
painstaking  and  neat.  Witness  the  thatching  of 
his  stacks,  the  cutting  of  his  hedges,  the  way  he  can 
build  a  wall  or  make  a  fence,  the  straightness  of  his 
furrows  and  the  geometrical  symmetry  of  his 
stooked  sheaves.  Whatever  else  he  may  be,  these 
things  and  others  prove  that  it  is  possible  for  the 
Taffy  to  be  averse  to  slovenliness.  They  show  that 
he  has  a  straight  eye,  which  generally  means  an 
observant  eye,  and  that  is  one  of  the  most  essential 
attributes  to  success  in  this  business.  fVom  actual 
experience,  too,  I  must  say  that,  of  the  many  men 
whom  I  have  employed  from  time  to  time  on  poultry 
farms  in  the  Principality,  the  natives  were  far  more 
quickly  trained  than  any  others.  Most  of  them 
seemed  to  have  a  natural  aptitude  for  the  work,  a 
quick-witted  faculty  for  picking  up  things.  By 
which  latter  the  reader  will  not,  I  trust,  accuse  me 
of  insinuating  that  Taffy  deserves  the  felonious 
character  bestowed  upon  him  in  a  popular  refrain  ! 

The  counties  of  North  Wales,  more  especially  to 
the  western  side  afford,  in  their  topography,  ideal 
conditions  for  poultry.  You  have  some  rich  bottom 
lands  in  the  valleys,  but  for  the  most  part,  the 
farms  are  situated  on  the  well-drained,  shaly  soil 
of  hill  slopes  which  rise  in  a  gentle  incline  to  the 
higher  sheep  walks  of  the  mountains.  It  is  a 
country  where  there  is  a  vast  amount  of  marsh  land, 
thin  turf  on  rocky  places  covered  by  scrubby  trees, 


gorse  and  heather,  providing  dry,  warm,  well- 
sheltered  runs — ideal  places  for  poultry  of  all  kinds, 
especially  turkeys,  which  one  seldom  sees.  Then, 
in  the  very  small  fields  surrounded  by  their  protec- 
tive hedges,  often  built  on  banks,  the  man  who  goes 
in  for  poultry  is  afforded  not  only  shelter  for  his 
flocks,  but  the  latter  can  be  kept  closer  together 
without  fear  of  mixing,  than  would  ever  be  possible 
in  larger  fields  without  the  use  of  netting.  These 
little  fields  are  natural  pens,  providing  a  screen 
from  every  wind  that  blows,  without  any  outlay  on 
the  part  of  the  owner  ;  and  as  regards  climate,  I  do 
not  think  the  most  fastidious  could  find  much  fault 
with  that  of  these  western  valleys.  There  is  a  lot 
of  rain  at  times,  especially  in  autumn,  but  a  com- 
parative freedom  from  east  winds  in  the  hatching 
season,  and  a  high  winter  temperature  are  compen- 
sating advantages. 

The  most  curious  point  about  this  matter  is  that 
while  North  Wales,  as  I  have  tried  to  show,  is  so 
well  adapted  for  poultry-keeping,  it  is  at  least  as 
backward  in  that  respect,  as  most  other  parts  of 
these  islands,  and  that  in  the  face  of  the  fact  that 
her  market  is  one  of  the  best.  With  regard  to  this 
latter,  it  must  be  remembered  that  it  is  a  summer 
market,  when  production  is  cheaper  than  at  any 
other  season.  The  thousands  of  visitors  who  go  to 
North  Wales  for  holidays  no  longer  confine  them- 
selves to  the  seaside  towns  as  once  they  did.  They 
now  swell  the  population  of  remote  villages,  and 
from  July  to  October  it  is  often  difficult  to  get 
farm-house  lodgings  unless  you  speak  well  in 
advance.  The  result  of  this  is  that  eggs  are  gener- 
ally at  a  premium  throughout  summer  and  autumn, 
and  chickens  which  have  practically  found  their 
own  living,  are  readily  sold  at  a  good  price  for 
what  they  are.  Thus  the  Welshman  has  excep- 
tional facilities  for  "  making  good  "  in  this  line. 
Unless  he  specialises  in  "  springs  "  for  Easter  and 
Whitsun,  he  need  not  worry  about  hatching  table 
chickens  in  the  early  months  ;  but,  on  the  other 
hand,  if  he  would  realize  that  pullets  of  a  precoci- 
ous breed  hatched  in  early  March,  or  even  February, 
would  yield  returns  from  the  following  June,  right 
on  to  November,  he  would  be  more  than  half  way 
towards  making  a  success  of  his  poultry.  Those 
birds  would  fill  the  gap  caused  by  the  moulting  of 
the  old  hens,  and  help  to  supply  that  extraordinary 
demand  occasioned  by  a  shortage  of  production  and 
a  large  and  sudden  influx  of  customers  with  money 
to  spend. 

But  in  spite  of  his  aptitude  for  the  work,  in  spite 
of  a  steadily-growing  demand  under  his  very  nose, 
Taffy,  like  the  majority  of  our  agriculturalists,  is 
slow  to  make  a  definite  move,  hard  to  shift  out  of 
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the  old  rut.  Like  many  other  others  he  still  prac- 
tices the  insane  policy  of  holding  over  large 
quantities  of  eggs,  without  any  attempt  at  preserva- 
tion, v^diich  he  passes  off  as  "  fresh  country "  to 
visitors,  who  are  getting  more  cautious  in  such 
matters  than  they  used  to  be.  And  the  custom  of 
exchanging  his  eggs  for  groceries  at  the  local  shop, 
though  this  has  oft-times  been  his  readiest  market, 
is  a  bad  one,  because,  in  the  first  place,  the 
honest  producer  does  not  get  full  value  for  his  eggs. 
He  may  have  held  them  over  for  not  more  than  the 
customary  week,  i.e.,  until  he  goes  a-shopping,  or 
until  the  grocer's  cart  comes  round.  But  he  gets  no 
more  for  his  week-olds  than  his  neighbour  whose 
eggs  might  be  quite  uneatable.  The  principle  is 
also  wrong  at  bottom  for  the  grocer  too  often  takes 
eggs,  especially  in  the  cheaper  season,  with  a  bad 
grace.  They  are  awkward  things  to  handle,  and 
you  ma)^  be  sure  he  gives  no  more  for  them  than  he 
can  help.  Furthermore,  in  many  instances  he 
refuses  to  have  them  at  any  price,  save  on  the 
understanding  that  he  gets  the  farmer's  butter  as 
well.  All  this  sort  of  thing  is  a  direct  discourage- 
ment to  the  egg  business.  Even  supposing  the 
farmer  only  keeps  them  a  week,  the  eggs  usually 
lie  at  a  village  shop  for  another  week,  so  that  by 
the  time  they  are  transferred  to  larger  establish- 


improved  method  of  production  is  concerned,  I  have 
always  felt  that  example  is  more  precious  than 
precept.  Lecturers  and  advisers  are  very  well  to  a 
certain  point.  They  have  done  a  lot  of  good  :  but 
one  practical  object  lesson  is  worth  ten  years  of 
lecturing.  Hence,  the  sooner  we  get  demonstration 
farms,  or,  rather,  demonstrations  on  farms,  showing 
how  poultry  can  be  profitably  kept  as  an  adjunct 
to  other  branches  of  agriculture,  so  much  the 
sooner  will  this  industry  assume  its  proper  place 
and  value.  And  1  know  of  few  districts  as  suitable 
for  such  work  as  a  country  of  small-holders  like 
North  Wales.  I  can  remember  a  time,  and  it  is 
not  long  ago,  when  1  bought  nice  "  lean  "  chickens 
(thirteen  or  fourteen  weeks  old)  in  Llangefni  market 
for  1/6  a  couple;  when  eggs,  for  long  periods  in 
spring  and  summer,  were  eighteen  to  twenty-four 
for  a  shilling.  To-day  you  will  have  to  pay  just 
twice  as  much  for  the  chickens,  and  eggs  seldom 
stay  above  twelve  for  a  shilling  in  the  cheapest  dis- 
tricts for  more  than  two  or  three  weeks.  Therefore 
if  this  extraordinary  increase  is  obtained  against  all 
manner  of  obstacles,  such  as  apathy,  lack  of  organi- 
sation, and  foreign  importation,  it  needs  no  words 
of  mine  to  prove  that  the  field  is  a  promising  one 
for  demonstration  work  and  other  solid  forms  of 
encouragement. 


General  View  of  the  Farm  at  Garforth.     (See  page  36i). 


ments  in  towns  and  find  their  way  to  the  consumer 
they  are  anything  but  fresh.  They  are  of  worse 
quality  than  Danish  or  Irish,  which  the  sagacious 
house-wife  takes  in  preference. 

The  remedy  for  all  this  is,  of  course,  obvious. 
Co-operation  and  organisation  are  the  only  factors 
which  can  put  this  business  on  a  sound  foundation. 
The  country  has  been  ready  for  some  such  guiding 
hand  for  long  enough,  but  the  latter  was  never 
more   essential   than   it   is   to-day.     So   far  as 


Neglected  Poultry. 

Mr.  J.  W.  Jagger,  speaking  at  a  meeting  in 
Cape  Town,  is  reported  in  the  Farmer  s  Weekly, 
(Bloemfontein)  to  have  said  that  "  The  (South 
African)  Union,  through  the  Agricultural  Depart- 
ment, spent  over  ^£'400,000  a  year  in  promoting 
agriculture,  but  not  a  sixpence  appeared  to  be 
spent  in  furthering  the  poultry  industry — an 
industry  which  would  scatter  money  among  the 
the  poorer  part  of  the  population." 
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THE  POULTRY  EXPERIMENT  AT  HASLINGTON. 


N  April  ist,  a  considerable  number  of 
poultry  specialists,  on  the  invitation  of 
Mr.  A.  Allsebrook,  Small-Holdings  Com- 
missioner of  the  Board  of  Agriculture, 
visited  the  chicken  rearing  experiment 
which  is  being  carried  out  at  Haslington  Hall,  near 
Crewe.  We  prefer  to  call  it  an  experiment ;  it  is 
too  early  as  yet  to  call  it  a  practical  demonstration. 
The  party  was  met  at  Crewe  by  Mr.  A.  AllsebrtDok, 
Mr.  R.  Ward,  of  the  Cheshire  County  Council 
Education  Department,  and  Mr.  F.  G.  Paynter, 
conductor  of  the  experiment.  After  lunch  Mr. 
Allsebrook  gave  an  interesting  summary  of  the 
small-holdings  movement  in  Cheshire,  explaining 
the  reasons  why  the  Board  of  Agriculture  had 
instituted  this  experiment.  Mr.  Paynter  then  gave 
a  brief  outline  of  his  system,  and  explained  that  he 
has  been  conducting  experiments  for  about  nine 
years  in  the  North  of  England,  where  his  experi- 
ments attracted  sufficient  attention  to  encourage 
him  to  proceed,  in  the  belief  that  he  was  engaged 
upon  work  of  great  importance  to  the  nation. 

The  aim  of  the  present  experiment  is  to  show  the 
small-holder  the  possibilities  of  making  ^200  a 
year,  commencing  operations  with  a  capital  of 
somewhere  about  ^^400,  and  this  result  is  to  be 
achieved  by  producing  4,000  birds  during  the  season 
at  an  estimated  average  profit  of  one  shilling  each. 
It  would  be  premature  at  this  stage  to  enter  too 
closely  into  the  financial  details  of  the  scheme,  and 
it  is  preferable  to  await  the  completion  of  the 
experiment  before  dealing  fully  with  the  profitable 
possibilities,  but  the  condition  of  affairs  up  to  the 
present,  and  the  results  previously  attained  by  Mr. 
Paynter  suggest  that  his  claims  are  not  unduly 
extravagant.  It  is  a  one  man  experiment  designed 
to  show  what  one  man's  labour  can  produce,  and  it 
is  obvious  that  results  must  depend  mainly  upon 
the  individual  and  his  experience.  The  ideal 
holding  for  Mr.  Paynter's  purpose  would  be  about 
ten  acres.  A  third  of  its  area  would  be  required  in 
any  one  year  for  the  poultry,  and  in  rotation  each 
third  would  be  used  for  chickens,  hay,  and  grazing. 
Mr.  Paynter  claims  that  the  hay  and  the  grazing 
would,  like  the  Irishman's  pig,  pay  the  rent,  and 
that  the  small-holder  and  his  wife  could  devote 
virtually  all  their  time  to  the  chickens.  Poultry, 
of  course,  forms  an  increasingly  large  proportion  of 
the  ordinarv  wholesome  meal. 

The  System. — -The  complete  system,  as  practised 
by  Mr,  Paynter,  consists  in  hatching  chickens  at 
the  rate  of  about  120  a  week  from  December  to 
June,  and  in  rearing  them  until  the  age  of  twelve 
to  sixteen  weeks,  when  they  are  sold  (alive)  for 
table  purposes.  The  time  necessary  for  the  work  is 
from  the  first  week  m  December,  when  the  first 
incubator  is  started,  until  the  middle  of  October, 
when  the  last  twelve  to  sixteen  weeks-old  fowl  is 
sold. 


The  Method. — Summarised,  the  method  is  as 
follows  : — About  250  eggs  are  bought  every  v^^eek 
from  December  ist,  to  June  7th.  These  eggs  are 
incubated,  one  incubator  of  at  least  240-egg  capac- 
ity being  started  each  week  during  that  period. 
Each  hatch  produces  about  120  chickens.  These 
chickens  are  reared  in  brooders  on  grass  runs,  and 
at  the  age  of  twelve  to  sixteen  weeks  they  weigh 
about  3^1bs.  each,  and  command  a  ready  market  at 
prices  varying  from  3/g  each  in  April,  to  2/6  each 
in  September. 

Details  of  the  Process. — Incubation  :  Each 
incubator  is  started  on  a  Sunday,  the  eggs  being 
received  and  got  ready  on  Saturday.  Mr.  Paynter 
keeps  three  incubators  going,  and  a  fourth  in 
reserve,  in  case  of  accident,  and  so  as  to  give  each 
incubator  every  fourth  week  off  for  cleaning  and 
repairs.  On  the  seventh  day  the  eggs  are  tested, 
and  unfertiles  are  made  use  of  in  other  ways.  The 
eggs  are  turned  twice  daily  until  the  eighteenth  day. 
The  incubators  used  by  Mr.  Paynter  are  of  the  hot 
air  type.  Great  care  is  taken  as  to  the  source  from 
which  eggs  are  procured,  and,  if  possible,  the  stock 
birds  are  inspected  and  it  is  ascertained  that  they 
are  of  a  suitable  age,  and  properly  fed,  and,  if 
possible,  kept  on  a  free  range.  The  price  Mr. 
Paynter  pays  per  dozen  for  eggs  is  as  follows  : — 
December,  3/-;  January  to  February,  2/6;  March, 
2/-  ;  April  and  May,  1/6. 
Rearing  (Twelve  to  Sixteen  Weeks). 

First  Week. — The  chicks  are  left  in  the  incubator 
until  the  twenty-second  day,  when  they  are  trans- 
ferred to  brooders.  For  the  first  week  these  should 
be  kept  close  at  home  (if  possible,  under  cover),  so 
that  the  chickens  may  be  under  constant  observa- 
tion, and  may  be  trained  to  run  up  to  the  hover  of 
the  brooder  when  they  feel  cold,  and  so  avoid  the 
risk  of  their  packing  or  crowding.  The  brooders 
used  by  Mr.  Paynter  are  of  the  hot  air  type.  Each 
is  capable  of  accommodating  sixty  chickens,  up  to 
the  age  of  five  weeks,  so  that  the  output  of  one 
240-egg  incubator  requires  two  brooders  to  begin 
with. 

For  the  first  week  the  food  given  consists  of  the 
following  mixture  : — Wheat  (cracked),  50  per  cent.  ; 
millet,  15  per  cent. ;  canary-seed  15  per  cent.  ;  best 
meat,  10  per  cent.  ;  maize,  (cracked),  5  per  cent.  ; 
rice,  5  per  cent.  A  handful  is  given  when  the  last 
handful  has  been  cleared  up. 

Water  ad  lib.  is  given  twice  a  day. 

Grit  is  scattered  on  the  floor  plentifully  when  the 
chicks  are  first  put  in,  and  later  is  constantly  kept 
before  the  chicks  in  suitable  troughs.  An  abundant 
supply  of  grit  at  all  times  is  considered  important. 

Second  Week  to  Fourth  Week. — -When  the  chicks 
are  a  week  old  they  are  moved  to  a  brooder  in  the 
rearing  field,  having  a  small  wire  run  attached  to 
the  end  of  the  brooder.  This  small  run  is  removed 
at  the  end  of  one  day  and  then  arranged  to  sur- 
round the  brooder.    On  the  third  day  this  run  is 
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taken  away,  thus  giving  the  chickens  access  to  the 
large  run,  which  is  enclosed  by  wire  netting  2  Feet 
high,  and  is  9  yards  by  40  yards  in  area. 

The  food  given  during  this  period  is  as  follows  : 
First  feed,  daybreak.  Overnight  three  tins  (with 
wire  guards  to  prevent  scratching)  are  put  out, 
containing  respectively  :  (i)  boiled  rice  ;  (2)  beef 
scrap;  (3)  pin-head  oatmeal  or  groats.  Second 
feed,  9  a.m.  A  soft  food  is  given,  consisting  of 
biscuit-meal  and  10  per  cent,  of  meat  dried  off  with 
equal  parts  of  sifted  barley-meal  and  sharps.  At 


after  hatching)  they  are  fed  as  follows  until  they 
are  seven  weeks  old  : — Food  :  The  hours  of  feeding 
remain  the  same,  but — (i)  boiled  wheat  is  given 
instead  of  rice.  (2)  instead  of  dry  chick  feed  the 
following  is  given  :  75  per  cent,  whole  wheat,  25 
per  cent,  equal  parts  cracked  maize,  millet,  and 
hemp.  Water  and  grit  as  before.  When  five  weeks 
old,  one-third  of  each  hatch  is  transferred  to  another 
brooder — i.e.,  the  120  chickens  are  divided  into 
three  lots  instead  of  two.  Each  lot  should  have  a 
wire  run  to  itself  as  before. 


A  Pair  of  Red  Orpingtons  belonging  to  Mr.  Holmes  Hunt,  the  originator  of  the  breed. 


the  same  time  any  oatmeal  not  cleared  up  in  tin  3 
is  put  away.  (A  flat  box  with  a  tin  lid  is  kept  in 
each  run  for  storing  these  tins.)  Third  feed,  i  p.m. 
A  feed  similar  to  that  given  at  9  o'clock  is  given, 
and  tin  2  containing  any  meat  scrap  not  cleared 
up  is  put  away  in  the  box.  Fourth  feed,  half-an- 
hour  before  sunset,  or  6  p.m.  (whichever  is  the 
earlier).  As  much  dry  chick  feed  is  given  in  pans 
as  the  chicks  will  eat.  Water  ad  lib.  A  plentiful 
supply  of  grit  in  suitable  troughs. 

Note. — ^The  brooders  have  their  floors  well 
covered  with  sand,  and  are  cleaned  out  once  a  week 
until  the  chicks  are  four  weeks  old,  and  twice  a 
week  afterwards. 

Fifth  Week  to  Seventh  Week. — When  the  chicks 
are  four  weeks  old  (i.e.,  at  beginning  of  fifth  week 


Eighth  Week  until  Ready  {Tivelfth  to  Sixteenth 
Week). — When  the  chicks  are  seven  weeks  old  they 
are  removed  to  larger  runs  (100  yards  by  10  yards) 
and  larger  houses  of  the  Sussex  ark  type.  The 


feeding  is  as  follows  : — First 
early  as  possible)  :  meat,  i:^lb. 
pollard  lib.  ;  total,  31b.    This  is  soaked  in  i; 


feed,  7  a.m.  (or  as 
biscuit-dust,  2|lb.  ; 

.  sal- 
Ion  of  boiling  water  and  dried  off  with  barley-meal 
3rD.  ;  best  fine  sharps,  61b.  Second  feed,  i  p.m.  The 
same  again.  Third  feed,  6  p.m.,  or  half-an-hour 
before  sunset  (whichever  is  earlier).  Whole  wheat, 
85  per  cent.  ;  cracked  maize,  15  per  cent. 

Those  who  desire  to  visit  the  scene  of  operations 
should  write  to  Mr.  F.  G.  Paynter,  Haslington  Hall, 
Crewe.  The  demonstration  may  only  be  viewed  by 
appointment. 
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FANCIERS   AND   FANCY  MATTERS. 

By  William  W.  Broomiiead. 


Death  of  Mr.  Harry  Wallis. 

It  is  with  yjrofound  regret  I  liave  to  announce  that 
Mr.  Harry  Wallis  died  on  March  22nd,  as  the  resLiIt 
of  an  accident  in  the  hunting  held  near  his  home. 
As  an  exhibitor  of  poultry,  and  modern  Langshans 
in  particular,  Mr.  Wallis  has  been  before  the  Fancy 
for  something  like  forty  years  ;  and  among  present- 
day  fanciers  none  was  held  in  higher  esteem.  His 
was  indeed  a  charming  personality,  and  wherever 
he  was  known  he  was  respected  and  admired. 
Abhorring  ostentation,  he  accomplished  in  an 
unassuming  manner  untold  good  in  the  cause  of 
poultry.  He  took  the  greatest  interest  in  every 
movement  appertaining  to  the  Fancy.  Besides  his 
connection  with  the  Poultry  Club  since  1886  and 
lately  as  president  and  chairman,  he  was  for  years 
hon.  secretary  of  the  Langshnn  Society,  on  the 
council  of  the  British  Dairy  Farmers'  Association, 
a  member  of  the  executive  of  the  Cirand  hiter- 
national  Show,  president  of  the  Blue  Langshan 
Club  and  of  the  Spangled  Orpington  Club,  chair- 
man of  the  Fssex  branch  of  the  Poultry  Club,  and 
a  member  of  the  committee  of  the  Variety  Orping- 
ton Club.  As  an  exhibitor  his  Black  Langshans 
for  years  gained  the  highest  honours  at  all  the  best 
shows,  while  he  was  not  unknown  among  fanciers 
of  Blue  Langshans,  Spangled  Orpingtons  and 
Rhode  Island  Reds.  He  also  acted  as  judge  on 
occasions,  and  had  fulAUed  that  position  at  the 
Palace.  Such,  briefly,  was  the  "Fancy"  career  of  a 
gentleman  who  reared  fowls  purely  for  the  recrea- 
tion it  afforded  him,  and  not  with  any  pecuniary 
motive. 

Mr.  Wallis,  who  was  61  years  of  age,  was  born 
at  Louth  in  Lincolnshire,  where  he  was  educated. 
He  came  to  London  in  1867  to  fulfil  a  position  in 
the  London  agency  of  Messrs.  Clark,  Spence  &  Co., 
of  Ceylon.  He  had  lived  at  Warley,  Brentwood, 
Essex,  for  nearly  forty  years,  and  his  interest  in  the 
social  life  of  the  district  earned  for  him  the  esteem 
of  all  classes. 

Mr.  Wallis  was  senior  partner  of  the  firm  of 
Spence,  Wallis  &  Co.,  Philpot  Lane,  London,  East 
India  merchants — which  was  established  in  1885 
with  the  late  fancier  as  principal  acting  partner. 
He  was  also  a  director  of  Seabrooke  &  Sons,  of 
Grays;  the  P.P.K.  Rubber  Estate;  the  Doolgalla 
Rubber  Estates  ;  the  Northumberland  Rubber  and 
Tea  Estates  ;  the  Duckwari  Tea  and  Rubber  l^^states 
of  Ceylon  ;  and  the  Kebonso  Rubber  Estates,  of 
Java.  For  years  he  had  been  chairman  of  the 
Great  Warley  Parish  Council,  and  in  that  capacity 
did  good  work.  He  had  been  a  Justice  of  the 
Peace  for  some  time,  sitting  at  the  Brentwood 
Bench ;  and  his  public  work  also  included  his 
office  as  a  governor  of  Brentwood  Grammar  School 
and  his  membership  of  the  Romford  Board  of 
Guardians.    Mr.  Wallis  was  also  interested  in  horse 


shows,  and  had  judged  at  fixtures  in  various  parts 
of  the  country,  as  well  as  at  the  Essex  Agricultural 
SIk^w,  wliile  he  was  a  capable  amateur  gardener 
and  a  specialist  in  roses,  wliich  he  had  judged  at 
the  big  shows. 

He  leaves  a  widow  and  two  grown-up  sons  and 
daughters  to  mourn  his  loss  ;  and  the  whole  Fancy 
and  man}'  outside  its  limits  will  join  in  sincere 
sympathy  with  the  bereaved  family. 


A  typical  Wyandotte  head.  \_Copy)isht. 


Club  for  Blue  Orpington  Ducks. 

Mr.  W.  Holmes  Hunt  (of  Brook  House,  Hellingley, 
Sussex)  says  that  "  As  there  is  now  no  club  that 
caters  for  the  Blue  Orpington  duck"  he  has,  at  the 
suggestion  of  one  or  tw(^  well-known  breeders  and 
exhibitors  of  this  beautiful  variety  of  waterfowl, 
decided  to  assist  in  the  formation  of  one  ;  and  to 
help  the  movement  forward  he  is  willing  to  act  as 
secretary  pro  tern.  The  subscription  has  been 
fixed  at  5s.  per  annum.  As  soon  as  Mr.  Hunt  sees 
what  support  is  likely  to  be  accorded  him  in  the 
way  of  members  "  and  hard  cash — the  latter  most 
important,"  he  will  immediately  endeavour  to 
arrange  for  classes  to  be  put  on  for  Blue  Orpingtons 
at  the  Dairy  and  the  Palace  Shows.  No  doubt 
those   few  fanciers   who   are  in  Blues   will  be 
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pleased  to  hear  of  the  kindly  interest  Mr.  Hunt  is 
taking  in  the  variety.  But,  what  is  wrong  with  the 
Orpington  Duck  Club,  anyway?  This  body  has 
been  established  for  a  few  years  now,  and  if  I 
mistake  not  it  has  been  instrumental  in  getting  the 
variety  recognised  by  fanciers  and  show  committees 
as  quite  distinct  from  the  Swedish  Blue,  or  the 
Blue  Forest,  or  any  other  breed  of  duck  having  blue 
plumage.  This  club  caters  for  Ikiff  and  Blue 
Orpington  ducks,  the  only  known  varieties  at 
present,  since  such  as  Black,  White,  Red,  Jubilee, 
Spangled,  Cuckoo,  and  any  other  variety,  have  not 
yet  been  made.  On  the  face  of  it  then  it  seems 
rather  unwise  to  attempt  to  form  a  club  on  the 
lines  suggested,  and  Mr.  Hunt  and  his  "  one  or  two 
well-known  breeders  and  exhibitors "  who  have 
approached  him  on  the  subject  will  be  better 
employed  by  joining  the  existing  club — which,  as 
1  say,  caters  for  two  varieties  only — and  seeing 
that  the  Blue  gets  their  support.  The  Buff,  it  must 
be  acknowledged,  is  more  popular  with  waterfowl 
fanciers,  but  there  is  no  reason  why  the  Blue  should 
not  go  ahead  under  the  wing  of  the  Orpington 
Duck  Club. 

The  Welsh  Federation. 

This  federation — the  South  Wales  and  Mon- 
mouthshire Federation  of  Fur  and  Feather 
Societies — has  been  in  existence  for  about  twelve 
months,  and  during  that  time  it  has  done  much 
useful  work.  It  is  at  present  composed  of  about 
thirty  societies,  and  is  being  conducted  of  good 
business  lines  with  experienced  fanciers  at  the  head 
of  affairs.  The  federation's  special  prizes,  which 
have  been  offered  for  competition  for  most  points  at 
the  end  of  the  season,  have  been  the  means  of 
considerably  increasing  the  number  of  entries  at 
the  different  affdiated  shows ;  and  to  a  large 
extent  it  has  been  the  means  of  preventing  the 
clashing  of  shows,  which  clashing,  as  fanciers  are 
doubtless  aware,  is  very  detrimental.  The  hon. 
secretary  of  the  federation  is  Mr.  A.  A.  Gordon 
McLucas  (of  48,  Rosser  St.,  Maesycoed,  Pontypridd) 
and  he  will  be  pleased  to  give  full  information 
concerning  it  to  any  clubs  that  have  not  yet  become 
affiliated. 

Back  to  the  Fold. 

Apropos  my  note  on  the  attempt  to  form  a  Blue 
Orpington  Duck  Club,  news  reaches  me  that  one 
of  the  single  variety  specialist  clubs — so  common 
now-a-davs  in  the  Fancy,  though  at  times  of 
questionable  advantage — has  decided  to  return  to 
the  fold.  I  refer  to  the  Silver  Pencilled  Wyandotte 
Club,  the  members  of  which  have  decided  to 
amalgamate  with  the  United  Wyandotte  Club, 
since  they  are  of  opinion  that  such  a  step  will  be 
in  the  best  interests  of  their  special  variety.  In 
connexion  with  this  change  it  is  the  wish  of  the 
late  secretary,  Mr.  Henry  Bromet  (of  Highfield, 
Tadcaster),  that  the  United  Wyandotte  Club  takes 
over  the  S.P.W.C.  free  of  debt,  and  he  is  appealing 
to   members  to  subscribe  towards  liquidating  a 


deficit  of  over  the  amount  of  a  loss  on  the 
club's  show  some  time  since.  It  would  be  a  good 
plan,  by  the  way,  if  some  other  single  variety  clubs 
which  are  now  struggling  along  were  to  join  hands 
with  the  breed  club. 

The  White  Orpington  Club. 

In  the  March  issue  of  the  Illustrated  Poultry 
Record  I  had  something  to  say  concerning  the 
manner  in  which  the  White  Orpington  Club  had 
been  conducting  its  affairs.  I  am  pleased  to  be 
able  to  report  that  the  agitation  in  certain  quarters 
has  had  the  desired  effect  of  infusing  new  life  into 
the  club.  At  the  annual  general  meeting  held 
recently,  and  at  which  the  election  took  place,  the 
hon.  secretary  and  treasurer  (Mr.  Frank  Bloomer) 
did  not  offer  himself  for  re-election  owing  to  ill- 
health  and  pressure  of  business,  and  Mr.  R.  Gwynne- 
Furley  (of  Bryn  Amlwg,  Prestbury,  R.S.O., 
Gloucester)  was  elected  to  fill  the  vacanc}'  and  to 
take  up  his  duties  April  10.  Mr.  W.  Richardson 
was  re-elected  president  ;  Messrs.  W.  J.  Golding, 
H.  Currie,  and  R.  Gwynne-Furley  were  elected 
vice-presidents  with  Mr.  Murray  Lindner  re-elected, 
while  Miss  Carey  and  Messrs.  John  Wilkinson,  M. 
Dalton  Covvap,  and  W.  A.  Roberts  were  elected 
to  fill  the  vacancies  on  the  committee  occasioned 
by  members  retiring  by  rota  according  to  rule.  At 
the  committee  meeting  which  followed,  fifteen 
members  were  elected,  hence  it  looks  as  though  the 
club  will  go  ahead  again.  At  that  meeting,  I  see 
it  was  decided  to  issue  a  year  book  at  once, 
presumably  on  the  old  axiom  Better  late  than 
never. 

Liverpool  Show. 

In  connexion  with  my  notes  in  last  month's 
Record,  concerning  the  resuscitation  of  Liverpool 
Show,  I  see  that  the  date  has  been  definitely  fixed 
for  November  4  and  5,  and  that  the  event  will  take 
place  in  the  North  Haym?rket.  It  will  comprise 
poultry,  pigeon  and  fur  sections,  and  I  understand 
that  several  specialist  clubs  are  making  enquiries 
as  to  fixing  up  at  Liverpool  for  their  annual  shows. 
It  is  certainly  a  very  suitable  venue  for  those 
desiring  to  hold  their  events  in  the  north  of  Eng- 
land. Communications  with  regard  to  the  show 
should  at  present  be  made  to  Mr.  W,  Hooley,  15 
Clarence  Road,  Birkdale,  Southport,  Lancashire. 

A  Club  for  Frizzled  Fowls. 

I  am  glad  to  see  that  fanciers  of  Frizzled  fowls 
have  formed  a  club  in  Ireland  and  that  a  standard 
of  excellence  has  been  issued.  The  varieties  catered 
for  are  White,  Black,  Blue,  Grey,  Red,  Buff,  and 
Partridge,  and  rose  or  single  comb  is  allowed.  In 
the  new  standard  most  points — 35  out  of  the  ideal 
100 — are  allowed  for  curl,  but  25  are  given  for 
colour.  The  breed  has  for  some  years  now  been  an 
almost  extinct  one  as  regards  English  poultry 
shows,  but  with  a  club  to  look  after  its  interests 
we  should  see  more  of  these  quaint  fowls  at  the 
exhibitions. 
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CHINESE  INCUBATORS. 


^HE  late  Professor  F.  H.  King,  D.  Sc.,  of 
the  University  of  Winconsin,  made  a 
long  journey,  we  think  in  1909  and  19 10, 
through  China,  Korea  and  Japan,  the 
records  of  which  are  embodied  in  a 
marvellously  fascinating  and  instructive  book, 
entitled  "Farmers  of  Forty- Centuries,"  which  has 
been  published  by  his  widow,  Mrs.  F.  H.  King,  of 
Madison,  Wis.,  U.S.A.  {^2^)  her  husband  having  died 
in  191 1.  As  showing  the  remarkable  intensification 
of  production  this  book  should  be  studied  by  all 
concerned  either  in  cultivation  or  stock  breeding. 

Mrs.  King  has  courteously  sent  us  two  photo- 
graphs taken  by  Professor  King,  which  are  given 
with  the  foUovv^ing  quotations  from  this  important 


family.  It  was  in  the  extreme  rear  of  the  home 
that  thirty  incubators  were  installed,  all  doing  duty 
and  each  having  a  capacity  of  1,200  hens'  eggs. 
Four  of  these  may  be  seen  in  the  illustration  and 
one  of  the  baskets  which,  when  two-thirds  filled 
with  eggs,  is  set  inside  of  each  incubator. 

Each  incubator  consists  of  a  large  earthenware 
jar  having  a  door  cut  in  one  side  through  which 
live  charcoal  may  be  introduced  and  the  fire  partly 
smothered  under  a  layer  of  ashes,  this  serving  as 
the  source  of  heat.  The  jar  is  thoroughly  insulated, 
cased  in  basketwork  and  provided  with  a  cover,  as 
seen  in  the  illustration.  Inside  the  outer  jar  rests 
a  second  of  nearly  the  same  size,  as  one  teacup  mav 
in  another.    Into  this  is  lowered  the  large  basket 


Four  Chinese  Incubators  in  a  room  where  there  are  thirty,  each  having  a  capacity  of  1,200  hens'  eggs. 


work : 

"At  this  season  of  the  year  Chinese  incubators 
were  being  run  to  their  full  capacity  and  it  was  our 
good  fortune  to  visit  one  of  these,  escorted  by  Rev. 
R.  A.  Haden,  who  also  acted  as  interpreter.  The 
art  of  incubation  is  very  old  and  very  extensively 
practised  in  China.  An  interior  view  of  one  of 
these  establishments  is  shown  on  this  page,  where  the 
family  were  hatching  the  eggs  of  hens,  ducks  and 
geese,  purchasing  the  eggs  and  selling  the  young  as 
hatched.  As  in  the  case  of  so  many  trades  in 
China,  this  family  was  the  last  generation  of  a  long 
line  whose  lives  had  been  spent  in  the  same  work. 
We  entered  through  their  store,  opening  on  the 
street  of  the  narrow  village.  In  the  store  the 
eggs  were  purchased  and  the  chicks  were  sold, 
this  work  being  in  charge  of  the  women  of  the 


with  its  600  hens'  eggs,  400  ducks'  eggs  or  175 
geese'  eggs,  as  the  case  may  be.  Thirty  of  these 
incubators  were  arranged  in  two  parallel  rows  of 
fifteen  each.  Immediately  above  each  row,  and 
utilizing  the  warmth  of  the  air  rising  from  them, 
was  a  continuous  line  of  finishing  hatchers  and 
brooders  in  the  form  of  woven  shallow  trays  with 
sides  warmly  padded  with  cotton  and  with  "the  tops 
covered  with  sets  of  quilts  of  different  thickness. 

After  a  basket  of  hens'  eggs  has  been  incubated 
four  days  it  is  removed  and  the  eggs  examined  by 
lighting,  to  remove  those  vv^hich  are  infertile  before 
they  have  been  rendered  unsaleable.  The  infertile 
eggs  go  to  the  store  and  the  basket  is  returned  to 
the  incubator.  Ducks'  eggs  are  similarly  examined 
after  two  days  and  again  after  five  days  incubation ; 
and  geese'  eggs  after  six  days  and   again  after 
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fourteen  days.  Through  these  precautions  practi- 
cally all  loss  from  infertile  eggs  is  avoided  and 
from  95  to  98  per  cent,  of  the  fertile  eggs  are 
hatched,  the  infertile  eggs  ranging  from  5  to  25  per 
cent. 

After  the  fourth  day  in  the  incubator  all  eggs 
are  turned  five  times  in  twenty-four  hours.  Hens' 
eggs  are  kept  in  the  lower  incubator  eleven  days  ; 
ducks'  eggs  thirteen  days,  and  geese'  eggs  sixteen 
days,  after  which  they  are  transferred  to  the  trays. 
Throughout  the  incubation  period  the  most  care- 
ful watch  and  control  is  kept  over  the  temperature. 
No  thermometer  is  used  but  the  operator  raises  the 
lid  or  quilt,  removes  an  egg,  pressing  the  large  end 
into  the  eye  socket.  In  this  way  a  large  contact 
is  made  where  the  skin  is  sensitive,  nearly  constant 
in  temperature,  but  little  below  blood  heat  and 
from  which  the  air  is  excluded  for  the  time.  Long 
practice  permits  them  thus  to  judge  small  differences 
of  temperature  expeditiously  and  VN^ith  great 
accuracy;  and  they  maintain  different  temperatures 
during  different  stages  of  the  incubation.  The 
men  sleep  in  the  room  and  some  one  is  on  duty 
continuously,  making  the  rounds  of  the  incubators 
and  brooders,  examining  and  regulating  each 
according  to  its  individual  needs,  through  the 
management  of  the  doors  or  the  shifting  of  the 
quilts  over  the  eggs  in  the  brooder  trays  where  the 
chicks  leave  the  eggs  and  remain  until  they  go  to 
the  store.  In  the  finishing  trays  the  eggs  form 
rather  more  than  one  continuous  layer  but  the 
second  layer  does  not  cover  more  than  a  fifth  or  a 
quarter  of  the  area.  Hens'  eggs  are  in  these  trays 
ten  days,  ducks'  and  geese'  eggs  fourteen  days. 

After  the  chickens  have  been  hatched  sufficiently 
long  to  require  feeding  they  are  ready  for  market 
and  are  then  sorted  according  to  sex  and  placed  in 
separate  shallow  woven  trays  thirty  inches  in 
diameter.  The  sorting  is  done  rapidly  and 
accurately  through  the  sense  of  touch,  the  operator 
recognizing  the  sex  by  gently  pinching  the  anus. 
Four  trays  of  young  chickens  were  in  the  store 
fronting  on  the  street  as  we  entered  and  several 
women  were  making  purchases,  taking  five  to  a 
dozen  each.  Dr.  Haden  informed  me  that  nearly 
every  family  in  the  cities,  and  in  the  country 
villages  raise  a  few,  but  only  a  few,  chickens,  and 
it  is  a  common  sight  to  see  grown  chickens  walking 
about  the  narrow  streets,  in  and  out  of  the  open 
stores,  dodging  the  feet  of  the  occupants  and 
passers  by.  At  the  time  of  our  visit  this  family  was 
paying  at  the  rate  of  ten  cents,  Mexican,  for  nine 
hens'  and  eight  ducks'  eggs,  were  selling  the 
largest  strong  chickens  at  three  cents  each.  These 
figures,  translated  into  our  currency,  make  the 
purchase  price  for  the  eggs  nearly  48  cents,  and  the 
selling  price  for  the  young  chicks  $1.29,  per  hun- 
dred, or  thirteen  eggs  for  six  cents  and  seven 
chickens  for  nine  cents. 

It  is  difficult  even  to  conceive,  not  to  say  measure, 
the  vast  import  of  this  solution  of  how  to  maintain, 


in  the  millions  of  homes,  a  constantly  accessible 
supply  of  absolutely  fresh  and  thoroughly  sanitary 
animal  food  in  the  form  of  meat  and  eggs.  The 
great  density  of  population  in  these  countries  makes 
the  problem  of  supplying  eggs  to  the  people  very 
different  irom  that  in  the  United  States.  Our 
250,600,000  fowl  in  1900  was  at  the  rate  of  three  to 
each  person  but  in  Japan,  with  her  16,500,000  fowl, 
she  had  in  1906  but  one  for  every  three  people. 
Her  number  per  square  mile  of  improved  farm  land 
was  but  387.  To  give  to  Japan  three  fowls  to  each 
person  there  would  needs  be  an  average  of  about 
nine  to  each  acre  of  her  cultivated  land,  whereas  in 
the  United  States  there  were  in  1900  nearly  two 
acres  of  improved  farm  land  for  each  fowl.  We 
have  no  statistics  regarding  the  number  of  fowl  in 
China  or  the  number  of  eggs  produced,  but  the 
total  is  very  large  and  she  exports  to  Japan.  The 
large  boat  load  of  eggs  seen  on  page  373  had  just 
arrived  from  the  country,  coming  into  vShanghai 
in  one  of  her  canals." 

In  another  section  he  tells  of  the  ducklings  seen 
on  one  of  the  great  rivers : 

"  We  passed  tv/o  men  in  a  boat,  in  charge  of  a 
huge  flock  of  some  hundreds  of  yellow  ducklings. 
Anchored  to  the  bank  was  a  large  houseboat  pro- 
vided with  an  all-round,  over-hanging  rim  and  on 
board  was  a  stack  of  rice  straw  and  other  things 
which  constituted  the  floating  home  of  the  ducks. 
Both  ducks  and  geese  are  reared  in  this  manner  in 
large  numbers  by  the  river  population.  When  it  is 
desired  to  move  to  another  feeding  ground  a  gang 
plank  is  put  ashore  and  the  flock  come  on  board  to 
remain  for  the  night  or  to  be  landed  at  another 
place  " 


Inspection  of  Poultry  in  Rhodesia. 

The  Board  of  Trade  are  informed  by  H.M.  Trade 
Commissioner  in  South  Africa  that,  under  the 
provisions  of  a  Government  notice  (No.  375  of 
1912),  dated  28th  November,  1912,  all  poultry 
imported  by  rail  into  Southern  Rhodesia  is  now 
inspected  by  an  Inspector  or  sub-Inspector  at 
Plumtree,  Buluwayo  or  Umtali,  in  order  to  see  that 
they  are  free  from  disease. 

Any  consignment  of  poultry  showing  symptions 
of  disease  may  be  detained,  or,  if  it  is  likely  to 
convey  infection,  the  birds  may  be  destroyed. 

It  is  stated  that  the  introduction  of  these 
regulations  is  due  to  the  fact  that,  although 
destructive  fowl  diseases  exist  in  the  Territory  ; 
several  cases  have  occurred  where  infection  has 
been  introduced  from  the  south  and  from 
Portuguese  Territory  resulting  in  loss  to  owners  of 
poultry. 

Mammolh  Incubators. 

It  is  stated  that  the  Hall  Incubators  Company  is 
selling  this  season  between  two  and  three  hundred 
of  their  mammoth  incubators. 
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COOKING   SMALL  BIRDS. 

TT  often  happens  that  a  little  judicious  weeding 
out  has  to  be  done  in  the  poultry  yard  in  order 
to  get  rid  of  those  birds  which  are  not  required  for 
keeping"  purposes.  As  a  help  at  such  times  we  have 
already,  in  a  previous  number  of  the  I.P.R., 
suggested  some  excellent  methods  of  utilising  the 
old  birds.  A  few  recipes  are  now  given  for  the 
cooking  and  serving  of  the  very  small  ones. 

Broiled  Chicken  :  Prepare  the  bird  in  the 
usual  way,  then  cut  it  right  down  through  the 
back,  flatten  each  portion  as  neatly  as  possible,  and 
truss  it  as  for  boiling.  When  thus  prepared  put 
the  chicken  into  boiling  water  and  let  it  boil  for  a 
minute  then  draw  the  pan  one  side  and  simmer 
very  gently  for  ten  minutes,  after  which  drain  well 
and  when  quite  cold  season  pleasantly.  Brush  over 
entirely  with  liquid  butter  or  fine  salad  oil  and 
broil  on  a  well  greased  gridiron  over  a  clear 
moderately  hot  fire.  Place  the  inside  of  the  bird 
to  the  fire  first  and  when  half  cooked  turn  it,  so 
that  when  finished  it  may  be  coloured  a  lovely 
light  brown  all  over.  When  done  enough,  dish  up 
the  chicken  on  a  bed  of  creamed  potatoes,  pour 
round  about  a  dainty  mushroom  puree  prepared  as 
below,  sprinkle  the  whole  with  very  finely  chopped 
hot  parsley,  and  serve  at  once.  To  prepare  the 
puree:  Choose  very  fresh  mushrooms  and  after 
peeling  them  carefully,  chop  them  finely  and  put 
them  into  a  stewpan  with  a  small  quantity  of  fresh 
butter  and  stew  gently  for  about  ten  minutes. 
After  this  add  four  ounces  of  fine  white  bread- 
crumbs, a  seasoning  of  salt  and  pepper,  a  teaspoon- 
ful  of  minced  parsley,  a  tablespoonful  of  lemon  juice 
and  sufficient  good  creamy  brown  sauce  to  nicely 
moisten  the  whole  ;  stir  over  a  gentle  heat  until 
quite  hot,  then  use  as  directed. 

Fried  Chicken  :  If  broiling  is  considered  a  rather 
difficult  process  the  chicken  may  be  fried  instead. 
To  do  this  prepare  the  bird  in  exactly  the  same  way 
as  for  broiling,  and  put  it  into  a  deep  frying  pan 
containing  sufficient  boiling  clarified  fat  to  quite 
cover  it  ;  keep  turning  the  chicken  about  so  as  to 
brown  it  equally  all  over,  then  when  done  enough 
drain  well  and  dish  up  as  directed  above.  If 
preferred,  a  tomato  puree  may  be  served  instead  of 
the  mushrooms.  This  is  exceedingly  good  prepared 
as  follows  :  Take  a  dozen  ripe  tomatos  and  after 
removing  the  stalks  and  the  portion  that  adheres  to 
them,  cut  them  in  slices  or  quarters  and  put  them 
into  a  stewpan  with  a  quarter  of  a  pint  of  white 
stock,  a  medium  sized  whole  onion,  a  bunch  of 
savoury  herbs,  and  a  seasoning  of  salt  and  pepper. 
Simmer  gently  until  quite  soft,  then  remove  the 
herbs  and  the  onion  and  rub  the  tomatos  through 
a  fine  sieve.  Put  an  ounce  of  fresh  butter  and  a 
dessertspoonful  of  flour  into  a  small  saucepan  and 
cook  over  a  gentle  heat  for  three  or  four  minutes, 
then  add  a  few  tablespoonfuls  of  thick  cream,  the 
tomato  pulp,  and  a  few  drops  of  cochineal  or  car- 
mine to  enrich  the  colour.    Stir  constantly  with  a 


small  wooden  spoon  until  boiling  point  has  been 
reached,  then  use. 

Marianade  Chicken  :  Prepare  the  bird  as 
directed  for  broiling  then  put  it  to  soak  for  an  hour 
or  two  in  a  marinade  of  salad  oil,  fresh  lemon  juice, 
thinly-sliced  onion,  and  chopped  parsley,  and  turn 
it  over  once  or  twice  during  the  time  so  as  to 
flavour  it  evenly  all  through.  When  sufficiently 
soaked,  drain  the  bird  thoroughly  and  coat  it 
entirely  with  beaten  egg  and  finely  sifted  bread- 
crumbs ;  press  this  covering  well  in  and,  if 
necessary,  repeat  the  process  until  a  perfectly  firm 
smooth  surface  has  been  obtained.  Broil  over  a 
clear  moderately  hot  fire  until  done  enough,  then 
dish  up  on  a  bed  of  fresh  crisp  watercress  which 
has  been  well  seasoned  with  salad  oil  and  vinegar. 
Garnish  round  the  edge  of  the  dish  with  small  rolls 
of  daintily  fried  bacon  and  finger  pieces  of  well- 
made  crisp  toast,  and  serve. 

Braised  Duckling  :  Choose  a  stewpan  just  large 
enough  to  accommodate  the  bird  and  cover  the 
bottom  with  slices  of  fat  bacon ;  sprinkle  over 
these  a  little  finely  chopped  parsley,  grated  lemon 
rind,  and  mixed  herb  powder,  then  add  the  bird 
which  has  been  properly  prepared  and  cut  in  halves 
or  quarters.  Pour  over  a  small  quantity  of  good 
stock,  cover  closely  and  stew  gently  until  done 
enough.  Have  ready  some  carefully  cooked  green 
peas  and  arrange  these  as  a  bed  on  a  hot  dish, 
then  when  the  duckling  has  been  well  drained 
place  it  neatly  on  the  top.  Make  a  good  slightly 
thickened  gravy  with  equal  quantities  of  the  stock 
in  which  the  bird  has  been  braised,  w4iite  wine, 
lemon  pickle,  mushroom  or  walnut  ketchup,  and  a 
small  quantity  of  roux,  and  when  this  has  boiled 
and  been  well  skimmed,  pour  it  over  the  duckling. 
Garnish  with  a  border  of  small  potato  croquettes, 
chips,  or  ribbons,  and  send  to  table  very  hot. 

Duckling  with  Onion  Puree  :  After  preparing 
the  bird  in  the  ordinary  way  stew  it  gently  until 
done  enough  in  a  small  quantity  of  good  stock  to 
which  has  been  added  a  glass  of  white  wine  and  a 
bunch  of  mixed  herbs.  Meanwhile,  prepare  the 
onion  puree  as  follows  :  Peel,  and  cut  up  small, 
half-a-dozen  medium  sized  Spanish  onions  and  put 
them  into  a  stewpan  with  about  two  ounces  of 
fresh  butter.  Then  place  the  pan  over  a  moderate 
heat  and  allow  the  onions  to  cook  gently  until 
quite  soft  without  acquiring  any  colour  ;  drain 
away  any  liquid  there  may  be  in  the  pan,  press  the 
onions  through  a  sieve — or  a  tamis,  which  is  better — 
and  return  them  to  the  stewpan  Add  an  ounce  of 
butter  well  kneaded  with  an  ounce  of  flour  and 
a  seasoning  of  salt  and  stir  constantly  until  the 
puree  reaches  boiling  point  when  it  is  ready  for  use. 
Dish  up  the  bird  in  the  centre  of  a  firm,  neatly- 
shaped  potato  border  and  strain  the  gravy  over  it ; 
then  arrange  the  onion  puree  round  about ;  sprinkle 
the  latter  with  a  little  finely-minced  hot  parsley, 
and  serve  the  whole  very  hot. 
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DIFFICULTIES  IN  CHICKEN  REARING. 

By  F.  W.  Parton  {The  University,  Leeds.) 

'THE  hatching  season  is  rapidly  drawing  to  a 
close,  and  consequently  chickens  are  very 
numerous,  ranging"  in  age  from  the  downy  ball  of 
a  day  old  to  the  well  grown  chicken  of  three  or 
four  months.  Work  is  constant  and  arduous,  and 
neglect  of  any  one  of  the  many  little  details  may 
have  after  effects  which  will  minimise  success. 

Many  and  various  are  the  difficulties  that  present 
themselves  to  the  poultry-keeper  during  the  rearing 
season.  One  of  the  worst  to  face,  and  one  of  the 
most  disastrous  if  the  difficulty  is  not  successfully 
combatted,  is  that  of  finding  adequate  accommoda- 
tion for  the  young  ones.    To  do  so  is  often  a  severe 


Whatever  plan  is  adopted  they  must  have  plenty 
of  space  to  allow  of  their  full  and  proper  develop- 
ment. If  too  many  chickens  are  closely  huddled 
together  the  oxygen  soon  becomes  exhausted,  and 
thus  they  are  compelled  to  breathe  the  impure  air 
over  and  over  again.  There  are  a  great  number  of 
diseases  that  owe  their  origin  to  overcrowding. 
Many  of  these  diseases  are  not  immediately 
apparent,  but  the  seeds  are  sown  which  ultimately 
assert  themselves.  If  the  cause  of  tuberculosis  in 
hens  were  traced,  not  infrequently  it  would  be 
found  that  inattention  to  this  important  matter 
was  responsible  for  the  trouble.  So  far  as  is  known 
tuberculosis  descends  from  one  generation  to 
another,  and  as  the  disease  is  not  always  apparent, 
birds  so  affected  may  be  bred  from.    Hence  the 


A  boatload  of  160  baskets  of  eggs  on  Soochow  Creek,  Shanghai,  China.  (See  page  370). 


tax  upon  the  ingenuity  of  the  owner,  since  at  no 
other  time  of  the  year  has  he  so  many  birds  of  one 
kind  or  another  to  accommodate.  The  time  is  not 
yet  for  the  disposal  of  the  two  year  old  hens  ;  the 
breeding  pens  are  not  broken  up  ;  and  in  addition 
to  large  numbers  of  chickens,  there  is  the  general 
laying  fiock.  Overcrowding  in  every  direction 
must  be  discouraged — there  is  no  greater  evil  to  be 
fought  against — and  a  word  of  warning  at  the 
present  time  may  be  the  means  of  preventing  some 
of  the  inevitable  troubles  that  follow  inattention 
to  this  important  item  in  the  management  of 
chickens.  Many  of  them  have  now  attained  an 
age  when  it  is  imperative  that  they  shall  have 
their  sleeping  quarters  increased.  This  may  mean 
a  certain  amount  of  trouble,  and  not  unlikely  some 
expense  may  attend  this  thinning  out ;  yet  the 
extra  work,  and  possible  outlay  in  more  appliances, 
will  soon  repay  itself  in  the  enhanced  value  of  the 
stock. 


evils  of  overcrowding  chickens  have  a  far  reaching 
effect. 

The  remedy  that  immediately  suggests  itself  is, 
why  not  buy  more  appliances  and  thus  obviate  the 
danger  ?  This  advice  is  very  easy  to  give,  but  not 
alwa}s  easy  to  follow,  since  with  the  majority  of 
industrial  poultry  keepers,  money  must  be  con- 
sidered. If  a  man  wishes  to  develop,  more  appli- 
ances must  be  obtained  that  are  commensurate 
with  the  extent  of  his  developments,  but  very  often 
people  develop  so  far  as  rearing  more  chickens  is 
concerned,  but  do  not  develop  in  any  other  direction. 
If  a  man  has  space  and  accommodation  for  only  a 
certain  number  of  chickens,  to  attempt  to  rear  more 
is  a  very  foolish  proceeding.  The  golden  rule  in 
chicken  rearing  is  never  to  breed  more  than  can  be 
properly  accommodated  or  than  the  land  can 
safely  carry. 

To  keep  chickens  growing  is  very  often  a  some- 
what difficult  matter,  especially  when  the  season 
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is  drawing  to  a  close.  Tiiis  slowness  is  often  the 
result  of  batch  after  batch  of  chickens  being  put 
upon  the  same  piece  of  ground,  from  which  the 
freshness  is  impaired  by  long  occupancy.  It  is  a 
wise  proceeding  to  keep  a  section  of  the  land  for 
the  later  chickens.  Even  if  both  early  and  late 
hatched  chickens  have  absolutely  sweet  and  clean 
ground,  it  will  invariably  be  found  that  the  former 
are  infinitely  more  rapid  in  their  growth  than  those 
hatched  six  or  seven  weeks  later.  The  late  ones 
have  the  handicap  of  being  placed  upon  ground 
that  has  been  previously  used,  then  indeed  their 
growth  will  be  slow  and  their  condition  poor. 
Whenever  practicable  the  land  should  be  divided 
up  so  that  the  latter  have  a  better  start. 


THE  EGGS-FOR-HATCHING  TRADE. 

TOURING  the  present  month  many  thousands 
■  of  sittings  of  eggs  will  be  distributed  by  rail 
and  post  throughout  the  kingdom,  and  to  those 
who  are  contemplating  embarking  upon  this  branch 
of  the  poultry  business  for  the  first  time,  a  few 
words  of  advice  on  the  best  methods  of  packing 
and  dispatching  eggs  will  no  doubt  prove  useful. 
It  is  very  annoying  to  the  purchaser  and  equally  so 
to  the  vendor  when  eggs  are  broken  in  transit. 
Whether  the  former  may  have  invested  the  modest 
sum  of  five -shillings  or  the  princely  one  of  two 
guineas  in  a  sitting  of  eggs,  his  language  on 
opening  the  box  with  infinite  care  and  uncovering 
its  contents  with  visions  of  Palace  winners  in 
embryo,  only  to  find  a  collection  of  broken  and 
cracked  eggs,  will  emulate  the  atmosphere  on  a 
summer's  day  both  in  warmth  and  colour. 

Wherever  possible,  it  is  advisable  to  send  eggs 
by  rail,  as  they  invariably  reach  their  destination 
more  quickly  and  in  better  condition  than  is  the 
case  when  tlie  parcel  post  is  requisitioned.  Admir- 
able as  are  the  arrangements  of  our  parcel  post 
service,  it  is  hardly  a  suitable  medium  for  the 
conveyance  of  eggs  for  hatching,  and  anyone  who 
makes  use  of  it  for  such  a  purpose  need  express  no 
surprise  if  the  eggs,  however  carefully  they  may  be 
packed,  arrive  in  a  chaotic  condition.  In  dispatch- 
ing by  rail  and  by  post  (although  in  both  cases  the 
travelling  is  done  by  passenger  train)  there  is  this 
essential  difference,  ttiat  in  the  former  case  the 
package,  labelled  with  the  nature  of  its  contents, 
is  plainly  visible  to  the  eye  and  may  reasonably  be 
expected  to  receive  care  in  handling  ;  in  the  latter 
case  the  box  is  packed  indiscriminately  in  a 
hamper  with  a  miscellaneous  assortment  of  parcels, 
and  therefore  does  not  receive — nor  can  it  be 
expected  to  receive — any  special  care.  Anyone 
who  has  witnessed  the  manner  in  which  these 
unwieldy  hampers  are  bundled  in  and  out  of  the 
luggage  vans  need  seek  no  further  for  the  cause  of 
eggs  being  damaged  when  sent  through  the  post. 
There  are,  however,  certain  obscure  country  places 
where  there  is  no  choice  in  the  matter — the  eggs 
must  be  sent  by  parcel  post  or  not  at  all. 


In  many  cases  where  eggs  are  sent  by  rail 
breakage  is  due  to  carelessness  in  packing,  for  if 
this  is  properly  done  nothing  but  gross  carelessness 
and  ill-usage  on  the  part  of  the  railway  servants 
will  cause  the  eggs  to  arrive  in  a  damaged 
condition.  Eggs  for  sitting  should  be  packed  in 
the  divisional  wood  or  cardboard  boxes,  which  are 
easily  obtainable  from  the  appliance  makers. 
Boxes  of  all  kinds,  shapes  and  dimensions,  are  used 
for  the  sake  of  cheapness,  but  such  3i  penny  wise 
and  pound  foolish  policy  is  not  to  be  advocated. 
It  does  not  much  matter  whether  wood  or  card- 
board boxes  are  used,  so  long  as  a  good,  stout, 
well-made  sample  is  obtained.  I  have  used  both 
with  equally  good  results,  though  for  very  long 
journeys  and  in  cold  weather  I  prefer  the  former, 
as  they  afford  more  protection  against  frost. 

A  divisional  box  having  been  obtained,  it  may 
appear  to  the  novice  the  simplest  thing  in  the 
world  to  pack  one  egg  in  each  compartment. 
Certainly,  this  is  so,  but  the  condition  of  the  egg 
on  arrival  at  its  destination  is  largely  dependent 
on  the  manner  in  which  this  packing  is  carried  out. 
I  find  that  returned  infertiles  generally  arrive  in  a 
more  or  less  damaged  condition,  and  while  it  may 
be  that  the  railway  officials  do  not  exercise  so 
much  care  over  a  returned  box  as  they  do  on  its 
outward  journey,  1  believe  that  in  the  majority  of 
instances  the  breakages  are  due  to  the  eggs  not 
being  packed  in  a  proper  manner.  Hay,  chaff,  or 
coarse  bran  may  be  used  for  packing,  but  I 
generally  use  the  latter.  My  method  is  to  sprinkle 
a  little  bran  in  each  compartment,  so  that  the 
bottom  of  the  box  is  well  covered.  Then  wrap 
each  egg  carefully  in  a  piece  of  soft  paper  and 
place  it  large  end  downwards  in  the  box,  taking 
care  that  it  stands  in  the  centre  of  its  respective 
compartment  and  does  not  touch  the  wood.  Pack 
bran  firmly  but  carefully  round  the  egg,  so  that  it 
cannot  move,  fill  the  remaining  space  with  the 
same  material,  and  the  lid  can  then  be  secured. 
The  main  points  to  be  observed  are  :  (i)  That  the 
eggs  are  firm  and  cannot  be  shaken  about,  (2)  That 
they  do  not  touch  the  sides  of  the  box,  special  care 
being  taken  that  the  lid  does  not  rest  on  the  eggs. 
The  lid  of  the  box  may  be .  fastened  on  with  cord 
or  small  screws,  but  on  no  account  should  it  be 
nailed,  as  the  jarring  caused  by  this  process  would 
have  a  deleterious  effect  on  the  germs  and  probably 
spoil  the  hatch.  Whatever  method  of  fastening 
may  be  adopted,  it  is  advisable  to  tie  the  box  up 
with  stout  cord  or  string,  not  only  as  an  additional 
security,  but  in  order  to  facilitate  handling  during 
the  journey. 

One  other  precaution  should  be  taken.  The  box 
must  be  labelled  in  large  letters  and  in  a  prominent 
place,  with  some  indication  of  the  nature  of  its 
contents.  Most  egg  boxes  are  printed  in  bold 
letters  "  Eggs  with  care,"  but  it  is  advisable  for 
anyone;  who  dispatches  sittings  in  any  quantity  to 
affix  a  specially-printed  label  bearing  these  words, 
or  others  of  similar  intent. 
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IT  is  just  three  years  ago  since  the  hrst  egg  and 
poultry  demonstration  train  was  taken  through 
South  Wales.  It  was  a  novel  departure  in  educa- 
tional organisation,  and  at  the  time  there  was 
considerable  comment  as  to  its  probable  effect  in 
the  promotion  of  the  poultry  industry.  Events 
during  the  period  that  has  elapsed  since  the  running 
of  that  train  have  demonstrated  the  fact  that  as  a 
means  of  education  in  production  and  organisation 
of  marketing  in  the  more  outlying  districts,  the 
experiment  then  made  was  fully  justified. 

The  second  train  is  again  journeying  through 
Wales,  but  this  time  traversing  the  Northern 
districts.  The  promoters  of  the  scheme  are  the 
Agricultural  Organisation  Society  and  the  National 


departure,  ho\ve\'er,  for  an  hour  and  a  half  the  \'an'^ 
were  on  view  for  inspection  by  the  large  and 
influential  comp)any  that  had  been  in\-ited. 

Amongst  those  on  the  station  to  see  the  start 
were  the  Marchioness  of  Salisbury,  Sir  Sidney  and 
Lady  Olivier,  Secretary  of  the  Board  of  Agriculture, 
The  Lord  Channing,  Charles  Bathurst,  ^LP.,  Mrs. 
Wilkins,  Sir  Frank  Ree,  General  Manager  of  the 
L.  &  X.W.  Railway,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  J.  Nugent  Harris, 
Mrs.  Pease,  Mr.  Rupert  Ellis,  Mr.  Chiappiani,  Trades 
Commissioner  for  Queensland,  Major  Glyn,  D.S.O., 
and  Mr.  Algernon  Tourner.  C.B. 

During  the  run  to  Chester — where  we  became  a 
special — we  had  a  good  opportunity  of  inspecting 
the  exhibition  shown  in  the  vans,  and  a  brief 
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Shewing  one  end  of  the  demonstration  compartment. 


Poultrv  Organisation  Society,  and  they  are  enabled 
to  conduct  this  tour  by  favour  of  the  L.  &  N.W.R. 
Co.,  and  the  Cambrian  Rly.  Co. 

The  demonstration  train  is  running  as  a  special, 
and  is  not.  as  was  the  case  three  years  ago,  attached 
daily  to  the  ordinary  trains  running  from  town  to 
town.  The  train  itself  consists  of  two  45ft.  luggage 
vans,  and  a  dining  car,  the  last  for  the  convenience 
of  the  staff  and  the  pressmen  accompanying  the 
party. 

A  start  was  made  on  the  23rd  April  from  Euston, 
by  the  12.10  p.m.  Liverpool  train.    Prior  to  the 


description  will  no  doubt  prove  interesting. 

On  entering  the  first  car  one  was  confronted  by 
a  large  array  of  poultry  appliances  known  to  the 
majority  of  poultry  keepers,  but  unknown  to  the 
hen  wife  in  the  rural  districts  of  North  Wales. 
Wherever  possible  models  have  been  used,  since 
room  is  naturally  at  a  premium.  First  of  all  there 
are  models  of  houses  of  different  makes,  built  on  a 
scale  of  3  inches  to  the  foot.  This  is  a  very  good 
size,  for  although  not  unduly  large,  they  are  suffici- 
ently big  to  enable  their  chief  points  and  advantages 
to  be  noted.    A  number  of  the  best  makers  have 
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had  these  specially  constructed,  and  we  noticed 
some  very  attractive  ones  by  Messrs.  Meech,  and 
Tamlin. 

Hatching  and  rearing  are  dealt  with,  and  for 
this  purpose  a  Hearson  incubator  and  various 
brooders  are  shown.  Suc-h  makers  as  Messrs. 
Meech,  Miller,  and  Hearsons,  have  supplied  their 
machines. 

Seeing  that  the  object  of  the  train  is  largely  to 
improve  the  marketing  of  produce,  a  big  display  of 
commercial  egg  boxes  is  made.  y\lthough  the 
boxes  made  by  Marshall,  of  Aberdeen,  and  Robin- 
son's Patents,  Ltd.,  and  others  are  not  similar  to 
those  in  which  continental  eggs  are  packed,  it  is 
pointed  out  that  foreign  cases  are  not  required  here 
for  the  shorter  journey  from  the  point  of  production 
to  the  market.  Day-old  chicken  boxes  in  wood 
and  cardboard  are  also  on  view. 

The  last  exhibit  in  the  first  car  is  connected  with 
the  preparation  of  table  poultry.  A  crammer, 
cages,  and  a  shaping  board  make  up  the  appliances 
demonstrating  this  branch  of  the  industry. 

The  walls  of  the  car  are  decorated  by  a  fine  series 
of  enlarged  photographs  depicting  housing  and 
rearing,  and  in  addition  a  number  showing  the 
development  of  the  chicken,  which  have  been 
specially  prepared  by  Mr.  Charles  Hearson.  A  case 
of  marking  rings  by  Messrs.  Hill  &  Co.,  of  Reading, 
and  samples  of  wire  netting  by  David  &  Co., 
Cardiff,  make  an  interesting  display. 

The  second  car  is  devoted  to  exhibits  of  eggs  and 
poultry  for  market,  and  to  the  giving  of  demonstra- 
tions in  grading  and  testing  eggs.  Specimen  eggs 
from  six  or  seven  foreign  countries,  packed  in  half 
cases  (720  eggs),  are  shown,  in  addition  to  which 
there  are  a  number  of  boxes  of  the  British-produced 
article.  The  main  object  of  this  display  is  to  indi- 
cate to  our  producers  what  they  have  to  meet  in 
competition  with  foreign  poultry  keepers,  and 
incidentally  to  show  the  cases  employed.  In  this 
country,  however,  returnable  boxes  over  the  shorter 
distances  are  preferable  to  other  kinds.  This  is  a 
striking  display,  and  the  importance  of  size  is 
further  illustrated,  not  only  by  enlargements  of  the 
photographs  of  eggs — which  iirst  appeared  in  the 
Illustrated  Poultry  Record — but  also  in  a 
clever  series  of  wire  baskets  containing  eggs.  There 
are  six  of  these,  and  of  such  size  that  each  holds 
exactly  sixty  gt.  hd.)  i8lbs  eggs,  with  which  the 
first  is  filled.  The  remainder  contain  sixty  eggs 
weighing  respectively  17,  16,  15,  14,  and  ijlbs.  to 
the  ten  dozen  or  great  hundred.  The  difference  in 
the  fullness  of  the  baskets  demonstrates  in  a  novel 
fashion  exactly  what  size  means. 

There  is  also  a  good  show  of  table  poultry, 
indicating  the  various  classes  and  the  different 
methods  of  tying  down  for  market.  As  these  will 
not  last  the  whole  trip — until  6th  May — fresh 
supplies  are  forwarded  at  intervals  from  London. 
The  discarded  birds  are  sampled  by  the  company 
in  the  dining  car  en  route. 

The  most  important  feature  of  this  car — and  the 
one  that  excites  the  most  interest  at  each  centre  at 


which  we  make  a  halt— is  the  egg  testing  room. 
A  section  of  the  van  has  been  partitioned  off  by  the 
Railway  Company  for  this  purpose.  This  room  is 
capable  of  accommodating  from  thirty  to  forty 
persons,  and  the  queue  awaiting  their  turn  reminds 
me  almost  of  the  disputed  Palladium  audiences 
waiting  for  admittance. 

Various  kinds  of  testers  are  shown  here,  for  some 
of  which  the  electric  light  is  used.  One  or  two  are 
specially  designed  for  rapid  work  when  a  large 
quantity  have  to  be  handled.  An  interesting  form 
is  a  copy  of  a  Dutch  machine,  though  only  ^  in 
size.  This  is  circular  in  shape  and  divided  into 
compartments,  each  one  holding  thirty  eggs.  The 
whole  revolves,  and  when  tested  th.e  eggs  are 
passed  from  the  dark  room  and  packed  by  those 
outside.  This  is  a  system  which,  if  effective,  will 
simplify  the  work  enormously.  Mr.  Verney  Carter 
and  his  Welsh  speaking  assistant,  Mr.  David 
Thomas,  are  having  a  busy  time  in  this  department. 
A  considerable  supply  of  eggs  in  various  stages  of 
decomposition  and  deterioration  have  been  secured, 
and  Mr.  Carter  is  thus  able  to  point  out  the  appear- 
ance of  such  eggs  through  the  shell. 

The  staff  number  seven  all  told,  namely  :  Mr. 
Edward  Thrown,  F.L.S.,  Director,  assisted  by  Mr. 
Walter  Williams,  organiser  for  Wales  for  the  A.O.S., 
Mr.  V^erney  Carter,  acting  as  chief  demonstrator, 
aided  by  Mr.  David  Thomas,  and  bv  Messrs.  F.  H. 
Ferris,  E.  W.  Jones  and  S.  B.  Myer.  "The  L.  &  N.W. 
Railway  Co.  is  represented  by  Mr.  Finberg  from 
the  office  of  the  superintendent  of  the  line  at 
Euston. 

In  addition  Sir  James  Wilson,  K.C.S.I.,  Professor 
Bryner  Jones  and  Mr.  P.  G.  Dallinger  have  been 
delegated  by  the  Board  of  Agriculture  to  accom- 
pany the  train  for  a  part  or  the  whole  of  tlie  tour. 
Aberystwyth  and  Bangor  Colleges  have  representa- 
tives whilst  travelling  through  their  respective 
spheres  of  influence,  together  with  representatives 
from  two  or  three  County  Councils.  These  with 
the  press  make  a  large  party. 

The  itinery  of  the  tour  was  published  in  the" 
April  number  of  the  Illustrated  Poultry  Record, 
and,  therefore,  it  is  unnecessary  to  reprint  it  here. 
The  plan  adopted  is  that  as  soon  as  the  train 
reaches  a  centre,  it  is  shunted  into  a  siding  and  the 
vans  opened  for  inspection  and  demonstration, 
and  at  some  time  durmg  the  stay  a  meeting  is 
held.  This  usually  takes  place  in  the  station  yard, 
but  occasionally  in  a  Hall.  At  the  meeting,  the 
work  of  poultry  keeping  is  advocated  and  marketing 
by  co-operative  methods  is  also  dealt  with. 
Speeches  are  delivered  in  English  and  Welsh. 

A  series  of  about  ten  leaflets — in  book  form — is 
being  distributed  and  it  is  expected  that  about 
60,000  will  be  used  before  the  completion  of  the 
tour.  A  few  of  these  leaflets  are  published  in 
Welsh. 

We  propose  to  give  in  our  next  issue  a  further 
description  of  the  tour,  commenting  on  any  out- 
standing features  encountered  at  the  different 
centres. 
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THE  SPECIALIST  CLUBS'   YEAR  BOOKS. 

By  William  W.  Broomhead. 


"DRIEF  reviews  of  further  year  books  which  I 
have  received  are  given  below.  Up  to  the 
time  of  going  to  press  there  are  still  some  to  come 
in,  and  among  them  there  is  at  least  one  which  was 
taken  in  hand  in  December  last ! 

The  Variety  Orpington  Club  :  Hon.  Secretary 
and  Treasurer,  Mr.  Alfred  W.  Barrett,  Rosemount, 
Derry  Downs,  St.  Mary  Cray,  Kent.  Ever  since  its 
inception  in  1903  this  club  has  published  a  year 
book ;  but  so  far  it  has  not  got  out  of  the  ordinary 
rut.  It  is  a  pity,  since  the  three  varieties  for  which 
the  club  caters,  viz.,  the  White,  the  Jubilee,  and  the 
Spangled,  would,  I  feel  sure,  benefit  by  this  mild 
form  of  boom.  At  any  rate  it  never  does  any 
harm  to  keep  one's  favourites  well  to  the  front,  and 
there  are  sufficient  staunch  supporters  of  the  V.O.C. 
to  help  forward  such  a  book  in  the  form  of  advert- 
isements. However,  it  is  pleasing  to  be  able  to 
report  that  the  club  can  record  another  very  success- 
ful season's  working.  There  was  a  good  profit  on 
the  Club  Show  at  the  Palace,  but  the  guarantee  of 
the  Spangled  classes  at  the  Dairy  Show  resulted  in 
the  club  dropping  £'^.  Despite  that,  the  sum  in 
hand  at  the  beginning  of  this  year  was  i  is.  4d., 
while  the  total  membership  stood  at  77,  altogetlier 
a  satisfactory  state  of  affairs. 

The  White  Wyandotte  Club.-  Hon.  Secretary 
and  Treasurer,  Mr.  J.  Stephen  Hicks,  Bottisham 
House,  near  Cambridge.  One  looks  for  something 
good  in  the  year  book  of  the  White  Wyandotte 
Club.  It  was,  I  believe,  the  first  of  the  specialist 
bodies  to  publish  its  doings  in  artistic  form,  and 
since  it  began  it  has  never  looked  back.  The 
present  issue — price  6d.,  post  free  to  non-members — 
is  well  up  to  its  predecessors  in  daintiness — art 
paper  throughout,  clear  type,  and  well-printed 
illustrations.  Among  the  reading  matter,  in 
addition  to  the  hon.  secretary's  report  and  the 
presidential  letter,  there  is  a  report  on  the  Club 
Show  at  York  by  Mr.  C.  N.  Goode.  Mr.  J.  Carlton 
Hunting  has  something  to  say  on  the  minor  points 
— comb,  eyes,  lobes,  wings,  shanks,  and  toes — 
of  exhibition  specimens,  while  Mr.  Wilfrid  H.  G. 
Ewart  writes  in  his  usual  entertaining  manner  on 
"  Behind  the  Scenes."  The  most  sensible  article  on 
the  international  standard  question  that  I  have  ever 
read — and  I  have  followed  the  controversy  rather 
closely — is  that  by  Mr.  W.  M.  Elkington,  entitled 
"  An  International  Ideal,"  and  breeders  of  White 
W^yandottes  will  have  something  to  think  over 
when  they  have  perused  it.  The  club  is  ever  looking 
for  some  new  feature  to  keep  members  together,  and 
to  create  new  members,  and  its  "Visiting"  Cup, 
instituted  on  the  lines  of  the  Poultry  Club's  Breed 
Cups,  is  a  move  in  the  right  direction.  The  finan- 
cial state  wath  £1-^  i6s.  lod.  in  hand  is  quite  sound, 
while  with  a  membership  of  165  the  club  can  be 
said  to  be  going  particularly  strong. 

The  Indian  Game  Club  :  Hon.  Secretary  and 
Treasurer,  Dr.  J.  K.  Goodall,  Brimington,  Chester- 


field. There  is  nothing  in  the  annual  report — the 
club  does  not  give  its  publication  the  title  of  Year 
Book— to  call  for  special  comment.  Non-members 
can  obtain  a  copy  for  6d.,  but  there  is  not  likely  to 
be  a  great  run  on  the  book.  The  club  continues  to 
make  progress,  and  from  the  balance  sheet  I  see  that 
there  has  been  a  profit  on  the  year's  working,  while 
last  year's  club  show  at  the  Palace  resulted  in  a  net 
profit  to  the  club  of  £t,  17s.  The  Indian  Game 
Bantam  does  not  appear  to  get  the  support  it 
merits,  and  the  president  and  hon.  secretary  do  not 
fail  to  comment  on  this.  The  club  holds  some  very 
valuable  challenge  cups,  and  with  an  increasing 
membership  it  augurs  well  for  the  future  of  the 
breed. 

The  Campine  Club  :  Hon.  Secretary  and  Treas- 
urer, Rev.  E.  Lewis  Jones,  Heyope  Rectory, 
Knighton,  Radnorshire.  Things  are  evidently 
looking  up  in  the  Campine  Club,  despite  the  recent 
disturbance  in  certain  quarters.  The  year  book  is 
right  up-to-date,  the  membership  roll  numbers  76, 
and  the  balance  in  hand  is  £"5  2s.,  as  against  £\  5s. 
brought  forward  from  the  previous  year.  Among  the 
interestmg  contributions  are  "  Passing  Thoughts," 
by  Mr.  George  Scott — the  "Red"  man,  with  his 
"  six-feet-of-good-solid-earth  "  expression.  How- 
ever, we  all  have  our  weaknesses.  The  Thoughts 
make  excellent  reading,  and  Mr.  Scott  is  not  given  to 
mincing  matters.  The  subjects  he  tackles  are  the 
two  types  of  Campine  so  much  discussed  of  late, 
and  the  question  of  judging  ;  and  he  handles  them 
in  a  masterly  style.  Another  interesting  item  in 
the  year  book  is  a  report  of  "  Campines  at  Madison 
Square  Gardens,  New  York,"  by  Mr.  F.  S.  Piatt, 
and  with  some  delicious  American  expressions  in  it. 
Such  reports,  by  the  way,  would  liven  our  weeklies 
up  in  the  season !  The  price  of  the  year  book  is 
twopence,  post  free,  and  the  issue  should  be  sold 
out  at  once. 

The  Leghorn,  Plymouth  Rock,  and  Anda- 
lusian  Club  :  Hon.  Secretary  and  Treasurer,  Mr. 
L.  C.  Verrey,  The  Warren,  Oxshott,  Surrey.  The 
club  is  one  of  the  very  oldest  in  the  Fancy,  but  it 
has  not  come  into  line  with  its  year  book.  Far 
from  it,  in  fact,  since  the  publication  does  not 
include  the  standards  of  excellence,  which  are 
issued  as  separate  pamphlets — one  for  each  breed — 
at  fourpence,  post  free.  From  the  report  I  see  that 
"  it  has  not  been  quite  as  successful  a  year  as  one 
would  have  liked,"  but  considering  the  heavy  loss 
the  club  sustained  over  its  annual  show  at  York — 
£1^ — the  financial  position  is  not  so  bad,  while  the 
present  membership  stands  at  163.  However,  Mr. 
Verrey  has  again  taken  up  the  secretarial  reins,  and 
with  such  a  well-known  fancier  in  office,  the  club, 
I  doubt  not,  will  soon  get  back  into  its  old  position 
as  one  of  the  most  influential  in  the  Fancy. 

The  Black  Orpington  Club  :  Hon.  Secretary 
and  Treasurer,  Mr.  W.  M.  Bell,  St.  Leonards  Poultry 
Farm,  Ringwood,  Hants.    Things  have  not  been 
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over  rosy  in  Black  Orpington  circles  these  past  few 
years,  but  they  are  looking  up  now.  During  1912 
the  club  was  handicapped  at  the  commencement  by 
outstanding  liabilities,  but  all  outstanding  debts 
have  been  wiped  out,  and  1913  was  started  with  a 
balance  in  hand.  It  was  small,  certainly  ;  never- 
theless, among  items  of  expenditure  there  are 
upwards  of  paid  to  settle  expenses  incurred  in 
previous  years,  of  which  £2-2  appear  as  legal. 
However,  the  year  book  is  a  very  dainty  publication 
and  a  decided  improvement  on  anything  the  club 
has  ever  issued  in  this  direction,  'i'here  are  some 
excellent  articles,  and  among  them  liints  by  Mr.  J. 
C.  Shanks  on  mating  for  colour,  size,  and  type,  and 
instructions  by  Mr.  Bell  on  the  preparation  for,  and 
exhibition  of  Blacks.  There  are  four  half-tone 
illustrations  of  well-known  birds,  but  not  one  of 
them  does  justice  to  the  sitter.  The  photographer 
has  snapped  them  at  unhappy  moments.  Someday, 
maybe  we  will  have  in  this  country  camera  artists 
such  as  they  can  boast  in  America,  men  like  Sewell 
and  Schilling,  fanciers,  black-and-white  artists,  and 
camera  experts  of  the  best. 

The  Sussex  Poultry  Club  :  Hon.  Secretary, 
Mr.  S.  C.  Sharpe,  l)rookside,  Ringmer,  Lewes, 
Sussex.  The  club  goes  steadily  on  its  way  and 
continues  to  make  new  friends.  The  membership 
list  is  a  particularly  long  one — there  are  almost  270 
names  on  it  —  while  the  balance  in  hand  is  £22  3s.  4d., 
signs  of  success.  The  officials  of  the  club  are 
workers,  and  none  more  so  than  the  worthy  hon. 
secretary.  In  addition  to  the  standards  and  the 
usual  items,  the  year  book  contains  some  useful 
information  concerning  the  three  varieties  for  which 
the  club  caters,  the  Speckled,  the  Light,  and  the 
Red.  No  doubt  about  it,  the  breed  is  forging 
ahead  in  popularity,  but  it  should  have  an  even 
greater  vogue  than  it  enjoys  at  present,  and  par- 
ticularly in  the  Midlands  and  the  North.  However, 
it  is  moving  in  the  right  direction. 

The  Poultry  Club  ;  Hon.  Secretary  and  Treas- 
urer, Mr.  T.  Threlford,  2,  St.  Luke's  Square,  Victoria 
Docks,  London,  E.  Of  this  year  book  it  might 
truthfully  be  remarked  The  least  said  the  soonest 
mended.  It  gives  one  the  idea  of  having  been 
rushed  through,  and  its  shortcomings  are  too 
numerous  to  mention.  Interesting  articles,  which 
were  a  feature  of  former  issues,  have  been  dropped, 
and  the  only  new  item  is  a  list  of  judges,  which  is, 
well,  not  correct.  There  are  a  few  notes  on  the 
president,  with  a  photograph  of  that  official  nursing 
a  lion  cub.  Wild  beasts,  it  may  be  added,  are 
Mr.  Drake's  greatest  hobby,  and  he  has  the  largest 
private  collection  in  the  United  Kingdom  of  wild 
animals  and  birds.  It  is  a  disappointing  issue  is 
the  1913  P.C.  year  book. 

The  British  Rhode  Island  Red  Club  :  Hon. 
Secretary  and  Treasurer,  Mr.  George  Scott,  The 
Windmill,  Pudsey,  Yorkshire.  "  The  '  Red'  Breeders 
Annual,"  for  such  is  the  title  of  this  club's  year 
book,  is  unquestionably  the  finest  publication  of  its 
kind  ever  put  before  the  Fancy ;  and  although 
non-members  will  have  to  pay  gd.  for  a  copy,  post 


free,  it  is  cheap  at  the  price.  The  B.R.I. R.  club  has 
always  gone  one  better  than  other  specialist  clubs 
in  this  direction,  but  this  year  it  has  excelled 
former  issues.  It  is  a  Scott  book  in  more  senses 
than  one.  He  it  is  who  has  edited  the  work,  while 
of  the  seventeen  articles  and  reviews  it  contains  no 
less  than  eight  that  are  solely  from  his  pen,  and  in 
addition  he  contributed  half  of  "The  Beginner's 
(.luide,"  and  wrote  the  introductory  note  to  "  How 
I  achieved  Success."  Truly  then  has  the  club  a 
worker  in  its  hon,  secretary,  and  there  are  few,  if 
any,  bodies  of  a  like  nature  who  can  boast  of  such 
a  one.  The  reviews  of  noted  yards  are  a  decided 
feature,  and  the  editor  has  struck  a  note  of  novelty 
in  the  series.  Of  other  contributors  to  the  year 
book  are  the  Rev.  F.  S.  Banner,  l^A.,  "On  the 
Acquiring  and  Preservation  of  a  Good  Strain  "  ; 
Mr.  F.  E.  Mason,  "  The  Colour  Question  "  ;  Mrs.  A. 
J.  Jones,  "The  Little  Red  Hen;"  Mrs.  Higgin- 
bottom  on  management  and  rearing  and  preparing 
for  exhibition,  in  "  The  Beginner's  Guide  "  ;  Mr.  T. 
C.  Solomon,  "Some  Impressions  and  Opinions"; 
Mrs.  W.  B.  Goode,  Rev.  F.  S.  Banner,  Mr.  W.  Roger 
Smith,  and  Mr.  T.  C.  Solomon,  "  How  I  Achieved 
Success."  The  balance  Sheet  shows  a  sum  of 
£16  8s.  4d.  in  hand  on  January  ist,  1913,  while  the 
membership  has  risen  from  54  in  1910  to  205  at  the 
beginning  of  this  year.  The  illustrations  are  among 
the  best  I  have  ever  seen,  and  altogether  "The 
'Red'  Breeders'  Annual"  is  a  remarkable  produc- 
tion. 

The  Partridge  Wyandotte  Club:  Hon. 
Secretary  and  Treasurer,  Mr.  W.  M.  Elkington, 
Ladye's  Hill,  Kenilworth.  The  year  book  does  not 
strike  me  as  containing  quite  as  many  pages  as 
usual ;  nevertheless,  good  as  have  been  its  prede- 
cessors, the  present,  in  my  opinion,  is  unquestionably 
the  best  of  them  all.  Among  the  most  interesting 
of  its  contents  is  a  double-page  plate  of  features 
reproduced  from  some  "  line  "  ones — actually  pulled 
and  not  moulted — from  well-known  prize-winning 
hens ;  and  since  the  plate  is  accompanied  by 
descriptive  text,  it  cannot  fail  to  be  of  untold  value 
to  the  novice.  Side  by  side  with  the  features  from 
English  birds  is  one  taken  from  a  leading  American 
winner.  This  is  an  excellent  object  lesson.  The 
American  pencilling  in  comparison  is  decidedly 
coarse  and  broad,  and  nearer  the  marking  of  the 
present  day  Partridge  Cochin  as  exhibited  in 
England.  Clear  and  fine  pencilling  is  an  outstand- 
ing feature  in  the  best  hens  on  this  side  of  the 
Atlantic.  In  addition,  the  year  book  contains  the 
new  standard  which  was  drawn  up  by  the  club  last 
winter,  and  particulars  of  a  new  points  compe- 
tititon  ;  and  altogether  it  is  well  worth  the  price 
asked,  threepence,  post  free. 

The  Buff  Orpington  Club  :  Hon.  Secretary  and 
Treasurer,  Mr.  W.  J.  Golding,  Westwood  Farm, 
The  Weald,  Kent.  Whatever  has  been  said  of  the 
Orpington  Clubs'  year  books  in  the  past — and  until 
last  season,  at  any  rate,  they  did  not  strike  one  as 
anything  special — the  same  must  not  be  repeated  ! 
The  B.O.C.  has  set  the  fashion  this  year,  not  only 
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for  Orpington  Clubs  but  for  others.    The  cover  is 
the  most  artistic  and  at  the  same  time  the  most 
instructive  that  has  ever  graced  a  publication  of 
this  nature.    The  front  of  it  depicts  a  champion 
Buff  coc^k  in  its  natural  colours,  and  it  is  from  an 
actual  photograph  by  the  new  three-colour  process, 
and  without  any  touching  up  of  the  bird's  feathers 
or  shape.    There  is.  perhaps,  the  faintest  tinge  of 
so-called  "  red "  on  the  hackles  and  wings,  but  in 
my  opinion  it  is  no  detriment  ;  and  the  photographer 
as  well  as  the  colour  printer  is  to  be  congratulated 
on  the  excellence  of  the  production.    On  the  back 
of  this  cover  are  shown  half-a-dozen  features^  taken 
from  the  tail,  the  hackles,  the  wing,  and  the  breast, 
and  nothing  finer  in  colour  printing  lias  been  done. 
In  the  book  itself  there  is  much 
of  interest,  and  among  the  contribu- 
tors are  Messrs.  Frank  Bloomer  and 
Edward  A.  Cass.     Miss  Carey's 
"The  Fancy,  234S  B.C.  to  A.D. 
iqi3  "  is  set  out  in  verse  ;  but  "  The 
Club's    Poet "    almost  deserves 
muzzling  for  his — or  maybe  it  is 
her — contribution   entitled  "  The 
Buff  Fancier's  Alphabet."  How- 
ever, some  of  the  members  have 
been  hit  off  to  a  nicety,  so  the 
poet  is  forgiven  !   I  cannot  say  that 
the  black-and-white  illustrations 
are  altogether  pleasing.    The  first 
is  of  Miss  L.  L.  Patourel's  challenge 
cup  hen,  but  it  is  from  an  oil- 
painting  and  it  possesses  certain 
blemishes,  not  the  least  of  which 
are  the  decided  bow  legs.  Mr. 
W.  J.  Golding's   challenge  cup 
cockerel,  too,  has  not  been  well 
posed  before  the  camera,  but  Mr. 
M.  Dalton  Cawap's  challenge  cup 
pullet  is  ideal  in  every  way,  the 
picture   being  the  producion  of 
an  artist.     The  club  is  in  a  par- 
ticularly healthy  state.  There  are 
almost  160  names  on  the  member- 
ship list,  while  the  balance  to  the 
club's  credit — despite  a  slight  in- 
crease of  expenditure  over  receipts 
on  the  year's  working — is  £g6j^l^. 


A  MODEL  POULTRY  HOUSE. 

At  the  elementary  school,  Lanlivery,  Lostwithiel, 
Cornwall,  a  great  deal  of  attention  is  devoted  to 
practical  work,  and  among  other  things  of  note  is 
the  building  of  suitable  poultry  houses.  The 
model  poultry  house,  of  which  we  print  a 
photograph,  is  erected  from  a  cube  sugar  box. 
With  this  kind  of  material  it  was  impossible  to 
build  it  to  an  exact  scale.  The  measurements  are  ; 
Length  2  feet  ;  breath  (including  nest  boxes)  2  feet  ; 
height  from  ground  to  ridge  2  feet  3  inches.  At  j 
scale  this  would  be  rather  too  wide  for  an  ordinary 
gateway.  The  double  ridge  with  the  ventilator 
over  the  door  provides  good  ventilation.  Four 
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Eggs  for  British  Columbia. 

Mr  and  Mrs.  P.  T.  Pyne,  Ravenscar,  Yorkshire,  the 
well-known  breeders,  exhibitors,  and  exporters  of  Pyne's 
Recording  Nest  Strains  of  fowls,  have  just  shipped 
another  consignment  of  their  special  eggs  to  British 
Columbia  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Citizens'  League  of 
Ladysmith.  The  Secretary  writes,  "  The  egg  and  poultry 
business  in  British  Columbia  is  profitable,  but  so  many 
do  not  understand  the  value  of  having  good  breeds.  I 
intend  to  get  them  educated,  so  that  they  may  s^nd  their 
orders  to  you  for  good  stock.  I  need  not  advise  you  as 
to  packing." 


boys — average  age  i2|  years — built  the  model,  all 
parts  of  which  are  made  from  odd  pieces  of  wood. 
The  tools  used  were  a  hammer,  saw,  pinchers, 
screwdriver,  nails,  pocket  knife.  It  would  be 
impracticable  to  use  chisels  or  planes,  as  the  wood 
often  contains  small  hidden  nails. 

Another  larger  model  poultry  house  is  made  from 
boxes  to  scale  and  in  sections.  These  models  form 
a  part  of  a  large  exhibit  being  prepared  at  the 
school  for  the  Educational  Section  of  the  Bath 
and  West  of  England  Show.  About  a  dozen 
poultry  models  and  appliances  will  be  on  view. 
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NEW  POULTRY  BUILDING  AT  CORNELL  DEDICATED. 

[The  following  summary  of  the  proceedings  at  the  opening  of  the  New  Poultry  Building 
at  Cornell  University  (of  which  illustrations  were  given  in  the  issue  of  the  Illustkated 
Poultry  Record  for  February,  1912)  is  taken  from  Farm  Poultry,  to  whicii  we  acknow- 
ledge our  indebtedness. 

Editor  I.P.R.] 


\^EDNESDAY,  February  12th,  191 3,  was  a  red 
letter  day  in  American  poultry  culture.  The 
event  of  the  day  was  the  dedication  at  the  New 
York  State  College  of  Agriculture  at  Cornell 
University  of  the  first  permanent  building  for  a 
department  of  Poultry  Husbandry.  Heretofore  all 
poultry  departments  at  such  institutions  have  been 
housed  either  with  olher  departments  or  in  tempor- 
ary structures  usually  of  wood  and  roughly  finished. 
The  fine  three  story  brick  building  just  completed 
at  Cornell  gives  its  poultry  department  a  building 
and  equipment  on  a  par  with  those  of  the  other 
departments  of  the  College  of  Agriculture,  and 
stands  as  an  example  for  other  institutions. 

The  dedication  exercises  were  of  a  somewhat 
informal  character  because  the  necessities  of  the 
situation  brought  the  building  into  use  in  part 
before  it  was  completed,  and  under  the  circum- 
stances it  seemed  most  appropriate  to  make  them 
very  simple.  The  plan  adopted  was  to  take  an 
afternoon  and  evening  session  midway  in  the 
program  of  Farmers'  Week,  for  very  short  addresses 
from  many  persons  representing  different  classes 
and  shades  of  interest  of  education  in  poultry 
culture. 

The  special  exercises  began  with  the  singing  of 
the  Cornell  song  "  Alma  Mater,"  by  the  Agricultural 
College  Glee  Club,  an  invocation  by  Rev.  E.  A. 
George,  of  Ithaca,  and  an  address  by  Director  L. 
H.  Bailey.  Brief  as  were  the  remarks  of  the 
various  speakers,  they  must  be  greatly  condensed 
in  a  report,  for  many  little  speeches  make  a  long 
program. 

Dean  Bailey  began  by  saying :  "  We  dedicate 
this  building  to  all  good  works."  He  referred  to 
the  event  as  a  remarkable  occasion,— a  great 
occasion  for  the  poultry  interests  of  the  state,  an 
auspicious  occasion  for  Cornell,  carrying  one  step 
farther  the  dream  of  the  founder  of  a  university 
where  anyone  could  be  educated  for  any  purpose. 
Ten  or  fifteen  years  ago  such  a  department  was 
not  contemplated.  He  counted  it  a  great  thing 
that  a.  department  of  poultry  husbandry  could  be 
co-ordinated  with  the  departments  of  a  university 
devoted  to  all  the  arts  and  sciences.  He  referred 
to  the  fact  that  methods  of  instruction  in  this 
subject  were  still  in  an  experimental  stage.  The 
instructors  were  there  to  train  minds  by  means 
of  this  group  of  subjects.  Only  after  trial 
of  many  methods  would  it  be  possible  to 
determine  how  much  of  the  training  should  be 
mental  and  how  much  hand  work.  Many  students 
have  begun  at  the  wrong  end  of  the  problem. 
Young  men  and  young  women  ought  to  know 
something  before  they  go  to  college.  The  time 
was  coming  when  the  student  in  this  course  would 


be  required  to  take  at  least  a  year  of  work  with 
poultry  on  a  farm  before  being  admitted  to  Cornell. 
But  young  persons  entering  needed  more  preparation 
than  simply  practical  acquaintance  with  the  care 
of  poultry.  They  should  also  know  the  English 
language  and  whatever  else  fitted  them  to  study 
the  subject  in  its  various  stages. 

Speaking  for  "  The  Feathered  Investigator  "  Dr.  P. 
B.  Hadley,  of  the  Rhode  Island  Experiment  Station, 
told  how  investigations  relating  to  poultry  had 
had  a  great  deal  to  do  with  medical  work. 
Pasteur's  discoveries  grew  out  of  his  investigations 
of  fowl  cholera.  These  formed  the  basis  for  all  his 
later  work  dealing  with  the  prevention  of  disease 
by  the  use  of  immune  serums.  One  of  the 
mysterious  problems  in  medical  science  is  the 
cause  and  origin  of  cancer.  The  study  at  the 
Rockfeller  Institute  in  New  York  City  of  the 
ordinary  tumors  found  sometimes  upon  fowls,  was 
leading  to  some  important  discoveries  in  relation 
to  cancer. 

For  the  student  body  Mr.  P.  R.  Guldin  spoke  of 
"  The  Regular  and  Special  Student  in  Poultry 
Husbandry,"  and  Mrs.  Beulah  H.  Tompers,  of  "  The 
Winter  Course  Poultry  Students."  Mr.  Gulden 
said  that  at  Cornell  a  student  could  take  "  as  much 
or  as  little  as  he  wants,"  and  gave  a  brief  descrip- 
tion of  methods.  Mrs.  Tomper's  remarks  related 
chiefly  to  the  attitude  between  the  short  course 
students  and  Prof.  Rice,  to  whom  she  paid  a  fitting 
tribute  full  of  feeling  appropriately  mixed  with 
humor. 

J.  H.  Robinson  was  given  the  subject  "Poultry 
Literature,"  which  meant  specifically  poultry  books. 
His  theme  was  the  marked  influence  of  poultry 
education  in  raising  the  standards  of  this  class  of 
literature.  Mr.  T.  F.  McGrew,  in  charge  of  the 
poultry  work  of  the  International  Correspondence 
School,  spoke  on  "  Vocational  Education  by  Corres- 
pondence," which  he  said  had  been  in  vogue  ever 
since  the  first  letter  was  written,  but  had  only 
recently  been  developed  along  organized  lines. 
Mr.  Harry  Lamon,  of  the  Bureau  of  Animal 
Industry  of  the  United  States  Department  of 
Agriculture,  spoke  for  the  branch  of  the  government 
with  which  he  is  connected  and  gave  some  very 
interesting  statistics  from  the  recent  census. 

Rev.  W.  Brown,  Pastor  of  the  First  M.  E.  Church 
of  Ithaca,  spoke  for  "  The  Minister,"  telling  how 
an  interest  in  poultry  furnished  a  diversion  from 
arduous  professional  labours.  The  preacher,  he 
said,  usually  took  up  poultry  culture  in  this  way, 
not  to  make  a  business  of  it.  "  Few  ministers 
enter  the  poultry  business,  but  lots  of  chickens 
enter  the  ministry." 

Mr.  H.  A.  McAleer,  of  the  Bureau  of  Chemistry 
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SUPERLATIVE 
VALUE!! 


Though  while  all  tlie  World  over  Poultry  Keepers  have  learnt  and  freely  acknow- 
ledged that  TAMLIN'S  Prices  for  Poultry  Houses  and  other  Appliances  are  the 
lowest  possible — We  want  emphatically  to  say,  with  all  the  strength  that  good 
English  and  plain  type  can  command,  the  question  of  quality  comes  emphati- 
cally first  with  us  at  all  times  ;  the  recollection  of  quality  must  remain  in  the 
mind  longest.    All  parts  in  every  one  of  TA^ILIN'S 

POULTRY 
HOUSES 

while  manufactured,  the  material  and  workmanship  is  critically  examined,  and 
every  house  is  erected  and  neatly  fitted  together  before  either  sent  away  or  placed 
to  stock.  It  must  therefore  thoroughly  satisfy  not  only  at  the  time  of  arrival, 
but  afterwards  when  looked  over  in  years  to  come. — We  are  not  content  unless 
the  Houses  bought  from  us  continue  to  please. — We  cannot  under  any  circum- 
stances afiord  to  sell  anyone  a  worthless  or  unreliable  house  simply  because  to 
make  it  cheap ;  though  at  the  same  time  under  no  imaginable  circumstances 
can  we  allow  ourselves  to  be  undersold. — We  sell  better  Houses  at  equal  prices, 
or — equal  Houses  at  a  lower  price  than  elsewhere  obtainable  !  !  In  any  case  the 
value  given  is  unquestionably  superior !  !  This  is  not  a  mere  form  of  empty 
words  just  to  draw  your  attention, — but  a  definite  statement,  and  proved  by  the 
enormous  development  of  this  departmentof  our  business, — day  after  day— month 
after  month.  Remember  please  with  us  it  is  quality  first,  and  then  afterwards 
the  lowest  price. 

We  invite  you  to  send  for  our  Catalogue  ;  it  contains  a  full  description  and  illustrations 
of  over  fifty  different  kinds  and  sizes  of  these  Houses. — In  all  250  Appliances  for  Poultry 
Keepers  are  illustrated.  No  matter  what  your  requirements  might  be  you  will  find  them 
here,  a  copy  of  which  will  be  quickly  sent  you,  free,  and  post  free  on  application. 

W.   TAMLIN,  40,  St.  Margaret's  Twickenham,  LONDON. 

THE  LARGEST  INCUBATOR  AND  POULTRY  APPLIANCE 
MANUFACTURER  IN  THE  WORLD. 
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of  the  United  States  Department  of  Agriculture, 
told  of  the  work  that  bureau  was  doing  to  prevent 
the  great  losses  of  eggs  and  poultry  in  transport- 
ation. He  said  that  it  was  easy  to  find  out  where 
the  shipper  errs,  but  not  easy  to  get  information  to 
him.  The  most  effective  work  is  done  by  personal 
contact  with  the  individual  packer.  It  is  also 
found  that  the  best  place  to  work  for  the  con- 
servation of  poultry  products  is  in  the  field  where 
the  supplies  are  produced,  not  at  the  great  receiving 
centres.  He  spoke  particularly  of  the  egg  breaking 
work,  done  to  save  cracked  eggs.  Many  of  the 
plants  for  this  work  are  now  as  sanitary  as  the 
operating  room  in  a  hospital. 

Hon.  C.  J.  Huson,  Commissioner  of  Agriculture 
of  the  State  of  New  York  who  was  to  have 
represented  that  department,  was  prevented  by 
illness  from  being  present.  His  place  was  filled  by 
Mr.  Edward  Van  Alstyne,  in  charge  of  Farmers' 
Institute  work  in  the  state.  "This  gathering  and 
this  building,"  said  lie,  "represent  united  effort." 
After  a  few  remarks  about  the  laws  relating  to 
agriculture  he  said  that  he  felt  that  on  this  occasion 
he  ought  to  confess  a  mistake  he  had  made  years 
ago.  When  the  question  of  poultry  instruction  at 
Cornell  came  up  and  Prof.  Rice  was  invited  to 
take  charge  of  it,  he  was  one  of  the  friends  of 
whom  Mr.  Rice  had  asked  advice.  He  had  advised 
Mr.  Rice  not  to  accept  it.  He  was  glad  to-day 
that  Mr.  Rice  had  not  followed  his  advice. 

Mr.  Herbert  McLallen,  of  Trumansburg,  N.Y., 
spoke  on  "  Co-operative  Buying  and  Selling  as  a 
Promising  Field  for  Association  Effort."  He 
briefly  described  what  the  poultry  keepers  and 
fanciers  of  Trumansburg  and  the  vicinity  had  been 
doing  along  this  line  since  they  began  with  thirty 
members,  five  years  ago.  The  association  does 
not  handle  a  very  large  volume  of  business,  but  it 
is  steadily  growing  and  now  has  one  hundred  and 
thirty  members  and  is  beginning  to  develop. 

Dr.  Lot  D.  Sutherland,  of  Canandaigua,  N.Y., 
read  a  paper  on  "The  Poultry  vShow  Manager.'' 
The  following  papers  on  the  afternoon  programme 
were  not  read,  but  I  presume  will  appear  in  an 
official  account  of  the  meeting :  Mr.  Grant  M. 
Curtis,  Buffalo,  N.  Y.,  "  The  Poultry  Press, ;  "  Dr. 
E.  M.  Santee,  Cortland,  N.  Y.,  "The  Poultry 
Institute  Lecturer  ;  "  Mr.  Reese  V.  Hicks,  Topeka, 
Kans.,  "The  American  Poultry  Association;" 
Edward  Brown,  London,  Eng.,  "  International 
Association  of  Instructors  and  Investigators ; " 
Prof.  Horace  Atwood,  West  Virginia  Experiment 
Station,  "  The  American  Association  of  Instructors 
and  Investigators." 


THE    POULTRY  CLUB. 

The  Monthly  Meeting  of  the  Council  was  held  on 
Friday,  the  nth  April,  at  the  London  Chamber  of  Com- 
merce.   There  were  present  Mr.  L,.  C.  Verrey  in  the 


chair,  Dr.  S.  E.  Dnnkin,  Captain  R.  R.  Allen,  The  Rev 
T.  W.  Sturges,  Miss  S.  Carey,  and  Messrs.  C.  Tyrwhitt- 
Drake,  W.  Clarke,  W.  Rice,  S.  W.  Thomas,  R.  Fletcher 
Hearnshaw,  J.  Carlton  Hunting,  P.  H.  Bayliss,  W.  J. 
Goldiiig,  H.  Corrie,  Frank  Bloomer,  A.  Caith,  and  T, 
Threlford,  Hon.  Sec. 

Mr.  Richard  Watson  wrote  expressing  regret  that  an 
important  engagement  prevented  his  attending.  He 
referred  to  the  great  loss  the  fancy  had  sustained  by  the 
death  of  Mr.  Wallis,  and  expressed  the  hope  that  some 
memorial  would  be  raised  to  his  memory, 

Mr.  Verrey  spoke  in  feeling  terms  and  referred  to  the 
many  years  he  had  been  associated  with  Mr.  Wallis  and 
concluded  by  moving  the  following  resolution  :— 

"  This  Council  expresses  its  sorrow  at  the  untimely 
death  of  their  esteemed  colleague,  Mr.  H. 
Wallis,  J. P.,  whose  services  for  so  many  years, 
both  to  the  Poultry  Club  and  the  Fancy,  have 
been  of  such  inestimable  value,  and  their  deep 
sympathy  with  Mrs.  Wallis  and  family  in  their 
great  bereavement." 

The  Rev.  T.  S.  Sturges,  and  Messrs.  G.  Tyrwhitt- 
Drake,  F.  H.  Bayliss,  S.  W.  Thomas,  W.  Clarke,  F. 
Bloomer  and  others  spoke  of  his  high  character  and 
willingness  at  all  times  to  give  a  helping  hand  to  be- 
ginners and  others  not  so  successful  as  himself  ixx  the 
Fancy. 

The  resolution  was  carried. 

It  was  then  decided  that  a  Committee  consisting  of 
The  Rev.  T.  W.  Sturges,  Dr.  8.  F.  Dunkin,  Captain  R.  R. 
Allen  and  Messis.  Richard  Watson,  L.  C.  Verrey,  S.  W. 
Thomas,  G.  Tyrwhitt-Drake,  John  Horn,  P.  H.  Bayliss, 
W.  Clarke,  and  T.  Threlford  be  appointed  to  raise  a 
memorial  to  perpetuate  the  memory  of  Mr.  Wallis. 

The  minutes  of  the  February  Council  Meeting  were 
read  and  confirmed. 

The  following  new  members  were  duly  elected  :  — 

Recommended  by  the  Cornwall  Bianch — 

Mr.  E.  Baunac,  vSt.  Mawes,  Cornwall. 

Recommended  by  Ihe  Derbyshire  Branch — 

Mrs.  Ernest  Ayre,  Oakdene,  Mickleover,  Derby. 

Recommended  by  Ihe  Gloucestershire  Branch— 

Mr.   A.   E.   Helmsley-Thompson,   Cleeve  Cottage, 
Chalford  Hill,  Stroud. 

Recommended  by  ihe  Lincolnshire  Branch— 

Mr,  G.  Cedric  Chapman,  Stalliugboro'  Utility  Poultry 
Farm,  The  Limes,  Stallingboro'. 

Recommended  by  the  Middlesex  Branch — 

Mr.  William  J.  Coxhead,  105,  Maidstone  Road,  New 
Southgate,  N. 


Mr.  Jennings  Scott  McComb,  Lily  Hill,  Bracknell, 
Berks. 

Mr.  P.  Mclntyre,  Home  Farm,  Pliilorth,  Fraserburgh. 
Mr.  William  Holton,  Pantypuddy,  Abertillery,  Mon, 
Mr.  Herbert  William  McComas,  M.A.,  Bwlch  Bach, 
Dolwyddelin,  North  Wales. 

The  following  Societies  were  duly  associated  :  — 

The  Ealing  and  Hanwell  and  District  Fanciers' 
Society,  Hon.  Sec,  Mr.  Rowland  Bamber,  78, 
Whitestile  Road,  Brentford, 

The  St,  Blazey  and  District  Fur  and  Feather  Society, 
Hon.  Sec,  Mr.  Austen  R.  Davis,  Tregarth,  St. 
Blazey. 
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A  Poultry  Plant  that  doesn't  pay  is  a  hobby. 
A  Poultry  Plant  that  does  pay  is  a  business. 

SINGLE  e©MB  WHITE  LEGHORNS 

FROM  THE 

MODERN  BUSINESS  POULTRY  PLANT 

MEAN 

PROFIT  TO  THE  BUYER. 

Just  Common  Sense  and  our  S,  C.  White  Leghorns 
The   Greatest   Combination  for  profit   ever  Known. 

Write  for  full  particulars  to— 

C.   X.  HATCH, 

WHITE  LEGHORN  POULTRY  FARM,  WATERVILLE,  N.J.,  U.S.A. 


bNE^^ALL 


The  Brand  Guarantees  One  &  All  Quality. 

Sec  the  Brand  on  EVERY  Packet. 

ONE  &  ALL  SEEDS  are  reliable,  pure,  and  guaranteed.  They 
are  supplied  in  sealed  packets,  convenient  in  size  for  large  and 
small  gardens  and  greenhouses  — viz.,  id,,  3d.,  and  6d.  each. 

Each  packet  bears  tiie  Trade  Mark.    "  One  &  All,"  in  a  garter. 

Each  packet  has  an  imprint  of  signature  ot  the  Managing  Director. 

Kach  packet  is  dated  with  the  year  of  issue. 


ONE  &  ALL  is  the  registered  Trade  Mark  of  the  AGRICUL- 
TURAL AND  HORTICULTURAL  ASSOCIATION, 
LIMITED.  Mutual  Society  founded  in  1867  by  Judge  Thomas 
Hughes,  Q.C.  (Tom  Brown),  John  Ruskin,  Edward  Vansittart  Neale, 
Lord  Mount  Temple,  and  other  distinguished  friends  of  purity  of 
supply.  Name  and  address  of  nearest  local  agent,  catalogues,  and 
other  details,  post  free  on  application  to 

MANAGING  DIRECTOR. 
Wholesale  Seed  Warehouses  ; 

92,  LONG  ACRE,  LONDON,  W.C. 


and 

^^^^  The  PRACTICAL  Pa^e,  / 


Price  2d. 


POULTRY-  KEEPING 

SMALL-HOLDINGS 

Cattle,  Horses,  Pigs,  Goats 


Vegetable  and  Fruit  Growing 

FARM  MANAGEMENT 

HOUSEHOLD  MATTERS 
PETS  HOBBIES 

And  a  Thousand  things  Offered  and  Wanted 
as  Private  Sales  and  Bargains. 


CDrniAl    nrrr  D  Readers  of  The  Illustrated  Pottltiy 

tUIHL  UrrCll  /?^(ro;v/ who  are  not  already  acquainted 
with  llie  Z^fl3a<7;- a  copy  will  be  sent  weekly,  free  of  charge,  for  one 
month,  on  receipt  of  name  and  address  with  cutting  of  this  Advert. 

Offices  :  Bazaar  Buildings,  Drury  Lane,  London, W.C. 
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The  following  Shows  aiiiiouiiced  to  be  held  under  Club 
Rules  were  granted  vSpecials: — Mid  Kent  Agricultural 
Asfociation,  Burton  Joyce,  Calvcrton,  Lowdhani,  Rad- 
cliffe  on  Trent,  Nottingham  Bantam  Show,  CoUingham 
and  Wem  and  District. 

Correspondence.  Various  letters  were  read  and  left  in 
the  hands  of  the  vSecretary  to  deal  with. 

Carmarthen  vShow,  1909.  It  was  decided  on  the  recom- 
mendation of  the  South  Wales  Branch  to  ])lace  the 
Carmarthen  Show  as  held  under  the  ofllcials  in  igog  on 
the  iilack  List. 

Mr.  L.  C.  Verrey  was  unanimousl}'  elected  Vice-Chair- 
iiian  of  the  Council,  and  authorised  to  countersign 
cheques. 

At  this  stage  of  the  meeting  Mr.  Verrey  vacated  the 
chair  and  the  President  Mr.  C.  Tyrwhitt-Drake  presided 
whilst  the  complaint  from  the  Leghorn,  Plymouth  Rock 
and  Andalusian  Club  was  considered.  This  referred  to 
the  refusal  of  Mr.  A.  Widd  to  return  a  Challenge  Trophy 
when  recpiested  to  do  so  by  tl;e  Ccnnmittee  of  tlie  L-P.R. 
and  A.  Club.  After  hearing  the  evidence  the  Council 
decided  to  support  the  action  of  the  L.P.R.  and  A.  Club 
and  call  upon  Mr.  Widd  to  return  the  cup. 

The  next  meeting  of  the  Council  will  be  held  at  the 
London  Chamber  of  Comnieice,  Oxford  Court,  Cannon 
Street,  K.C..  on  May  9th,  at  2  p.m.  All  prospective 
members  names  must  reach  the  Hon.  Sec.  on  or  before 
May  1st,  and  if  residing  in  a  County  having  a  Branch, 
through  the  Secretary  of  same.  T.  Tlirelford,  Hon.  Sec. 
and  Treasurer,  2,  vSt.  Luke's  Square,  Victoria  Docks, 
London,  E. 

THE   TABLE  POULTRY  CLUB  GROWING 

TESTS. 

One  of  the  principal  objects  for  which  the  Table 
Poultry  Club  was  established  was  the  carrying  out  of 
gro7Vwg  tesls  to  ascertain  what  were  the  most  suitable 
breeds  of  fowls  and  the  cost  of  rearing.  A  sub-committee 
was  appointed,  consisting  ol  the  chairman,  vice-chairman, 
and  lion,  secretary. 

The  breeds  selected  by  the  committee  were  ten  pure 
breeds — the  four  varieties  of  Sussex  (light,  sjjeckled, 
brown  and  red)  two  breeds  of  Orpingtons  (buff  and 
white),  Indian  Game,  Dorking,  Faverolles  and  Rhode 
Island  Reds. 

The  vSaunderton  Land  Company  offered  to  provide  the 
necessary  ground,  and  Mr.  Randolph  Meech  the  appli- 
ances, consisting  of  ten  breeding-houses  and  runs, 
incubators,  foster-mothers  and  brooder-houses,  free  of 
cost.  A  firm  of  millers  offered  to  provide  what  foods 
would  be  re(|uired,  to  be  paid  for  when  the  birds  were 
sold,  and  different  members  of  the  committee  offered  to 
supply  pens  of  l)irds  of  the  selected  breeds. 

Owing  to  the  season  being  too  far  advanced  before  the 
trials  could  be  started,  and  other  circumstances,  the 
growing  tests  on  the  scale  proposed  had  to  be  abandoned 
until  next  season. 

In  the  meantime,  arrangements  have  been  made  for 
carrying  out  some  trials  on  a  more  moderate  scale  on 
co-operative  principles.  At  the  request  of  the  sub- 
committee. Miss  Garrett,  of  Sutton,  filled  a  loo-egg 
incubator  with  eggs  from  eight  different  breeds  of  table 
fowls,  consisting  of  three  pure  breeds— Buff  Orpingtons, 
Rhode  Island  Reds,  and  White  Wyandottes — and  three 
cross-breeds — Indian  Game  cockerel  mated  to  Buff 
Orpington-Faverolles,  and  White  Orpington  hens.  In 
addition  to  these,  Mr.  Chas.  Moon  sent  a  sitting  of  his 
special  cross-breeds,  Malines  mated  with  l''averulles-Buff 
Orpington  hens.  Mr.  C.  Willis- I'leming  sent  a  sitting 
of  Paverolles-vSus.sex. 

The  result  of  the  hatching  was  seventy-seven  chicks, 
comprising  seventeen  of  Mr.  Moon's,  thirteen  of  Mr. 
ineniing's,  (some  of  this  lot  of  eggs  were  broken  in 
transit),  eighteen  Rhode  Island  Reds,  nine  Buff  Orping- 
tons, twenty  of  Miss  Garrett's  cross-breeds.  -Total  77. 
Of  these.  Miss  Garrett,  with  the  assistance  of  Miss 


Taylor,  has  put  into  a  foster-mother  twelve  of  Mr. 
Moon's  cross,  six  of  Mr.  P'leniing's,  six  White  Wyandottes, 
six  Buff  Orpingtons,  twelve  of  tlie  mixed  cross-breeds, 
and  six  White  Wyandottes  hatched  the  same  time, 
making  forty-eight  in  all. 

These  will  all  be  fed  alike  on  a  menu  ot  cooked  food, 
chicken-meal,  and  dry  chick  feed.  The  weights  of  the 
food  consumed  and  the  weights  of  the  chickens  will  be 
taken  periodically. 

It  is  intended  that  a  couple  from  each  of  the  eight 
lots  shall  be  sent  to  the  Women's  Agricultural  and 
Horticultural  International  Union  Show,  to  be  held  in 
the  Botanic  Gardens,  Regent's  Park,  on  July  loth,  when 
an  opportunity  will  be  given  of  comparing  the  chickens 
in  their  feathers.  During  the  afternoon  a  (lemonstration 
will  be  given  in  killing,  plucking  and  trussing,  of  which 
these  sixteen  chickens  will  provide  the  birds  to  be 
operated  upon. 

vSonie  of  the  batch  will  be  grown  on  until  September, 
when  they  will  be  entered  at  the  Hayward's  Heath 
Show,  and  possibly  a  few  may  be  seen  at  the  club  show, 
whicli  it  is  hoped  will  be  held  in  conjunction  with  the 
International  Show  at  the  Crystal  Palace  in  November. 

Wm.  C.  Sr,AUGHTiSR,  Hon.  Sec. 

The   Utility   Poultry    Club's    Twelve  Months 
Laying  Competition,  1912—1913. 

This  Competition  has  now  run  for  six  mouths,  and  the 
report  of  Mr.  V.  W.  Rhodes,  who  is  managing  the  com- 
petition at  the  Harper  Adams  Agricultural  College, 
Newport,  Salop,  makes  interesting  reading. 

Pen  86,  Buff  Rocks,  still  keeps  its  lead  with  a  total 
score  of  560  eggs  (value  ^^3  8s.  4jd.),  but  they  are  closely 
followed  by  Pen  60,  White  Wyandottes,  with  a  total  score 
of  577  eggs  (value 5s.  8d.)  Pens  32  and  45,  both  White 
Wyandottes,  hold  third  and  fourth  positions,  and  then 
the  first  of  the  light  breeds.  Pen  24,  Black  Leghorns, 
holds  a  place  with  a  score  of  506  eggs  (value  £2  16s.  i','d.) 

It  will  be  interesting  to  notice  if  the  light  l)reeds  will 
be  able  to  make  up  during  the  summer  months  the  lee- 
wa}-  they  have  lost  through  laying  fewer  eggs  during  the 
winter  months,  when  eggs  were  of  greater  value.  Broodi- 
ness  is  sure  to  handicap  somewhat  the  heavy  l)reeds,  but 
so  far  only  four  pens  of  light  breeds  are  among  the  first 
twenty  pens  in  the  competition. 

The  month's  totals  show  some  interesting  figures,  the 
leading  pen  for  the  month  being  pen  62,  Silver  Laced 
Wyandottes,  which  have  laid  no  less  than  152  eggs  (value 
11/2.J)  during  the  mouth  (28  days).  Two  of  the  birds  in 
this  pen  have  laid  every  day,  and  the  other  four  birds 
have  scores  of  27,  25,  23,  and  21  eggs  respectively.  This 
pen  only  holds,  however,  the  87tli  place  in  the  competi- 
tion, as  tliej'  did  badly  in  the  previous  months. 

The  difference  in  the  value  of  eggs  laid  between  the 
first  and  last  pens  is  as  much  as  £2  7s.  g-^d.,  a  pen  of  White 
Wyandottes  being  last  on  the  list,  showing  the  different 
capacities  of  strains  of  the  same  breed.  The  competition 
does  not  end  until  next  October,  so  there  is  plenty  of 
opportunity  for  those  who  have  not  already  done  so  to 
visit  the  competition. 


The  position  of  the  leading  pens  is  as  follows  :  — 


Posi- 

Pen 

Breed. 

Total  Eg-.s 

Total  Value. 

tion. 

No. 

durini,'  6  months. 

£ 

s. 

d. 

I. 

86. 

Buff  Rocks. 

560 

3 

8 

Ah 

2. 

60. 

White  Wyandottes. 

577 

3 

5 

8 

3- 

32. 

White  Wyandottes. 

544 

2 

J9 

3 

4- 

45- 

White  Wyandottes. 

5^5 

2 

16 

4 

5- 

24. 

Black  Legtiorns. 

506 

2 

16 

6. 

40. 

White  Wyandottes. 

505 

2 

15 

si 

7- 

80. 

Buff  Orpingtons. 

482 

2 

13 

5 

8. 

100. 

Red  Sussex. 

460 

2 

12 

7 
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USED  BY 

THE  LEADING  BREEDERS 

whilst 

CHICKEN  REARING. 

The  Phosphatic  Food  Adjunct. 

Very  small  quantities  effect  great  results 
In  tins,  1/-,  2/6,  4  6,  or  by  Contract. 
The  "PHOSTO"  Co.,  Emsworth,  Hants. 


PHOSTO 


PRACTICAL  PAGES 


FOR 


POULTRY  KEEPERS. 


BY 


C.  E.  J.  WALKEY, 

Committee  of  Utility  Poultry  Club  ; 
Provisional  Committee  National 
Poultry  Institute ; 
bistriictor  in  Poultry  Keepi7ig 
Somerset  County  Council. 

Price  I/-  net. 
or  1/1  post  free. 

R.  T.  LANG,  Ltd.,  Tudor  House,  Tudor  St., 

LONDON,  B.C. 


The  Truth  About  Poultry- 
Keeping  in  America. 

How  the  American  hen  is  being  developed,  what  she 
has  done  and  what  she  is  expected  to  accomplish,  with 
minute  details  of  ways,  means,  and  appliances  employed, 
is  the  subject  matter  of  the  leading  poultry  paper  of  the 
United  States, 

"The  Farm-Poultry  Monthly." 

This  paper,  of  which  Mr.  John  H.  Robinson,  of  inter- 
national reputation,  is  editor,  is  so  comprehensive  in  its 
scope  and  so  reliable  in  its  statements  that  it  offers 
British  poultry-keepers  the  best  opportunity  to  acquaint 
themselves  with  the  doings  and  progress  of  their  American 
cousins.  Price,  one  year,  3s.  2(1.,  post  paid.  Sample 
copy  FREE  on  request. 

FARM  POULTRY   PUB.  Co., 

232,  Summer  Street,  Boston,  Mass.,  U.S.A 


TO  LET  AS  A  .  .  . 
GOING  CONCERN. 

ONE  OF  THE  MOST 
UP-TO-DATE  .  . 
POULTRY  FARMS  IN 
THE  Nfl^  .  . 

Good  house,  12  rooms;  11 
acres  of  rich  pasture  land, 
large  garden  well  stocked 
with  young  fruit  trees  just 
coming  into  bearing.  Rent 
_^65  per  annum.  The  stock 
contains  one  of  England's 
foremost  yards  of  Buff  Or- 
pingtons, also  White  Orping- 
tons and  White  Wyandottes. 
Old  and  young  stock  about 
i,ooo  head  ;  cows,  pigs,  pony, 
carls,  &c.,  and  most  up-to- 
date  plant. 


For  fiirthet  particulars  apply 
X.Y.X., 

c/o  Illustrated  Poultry  Record, 
Tudor  House,  Tudor  Street, 
 LONDON,  E.C.   


ESTABLISHED  1880. 
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THE  RAPID  EGG  PRODUCER  &  STOCK  REARER, 


6o(e  ManufatJureiT  ' 

'^LFR€D  Scott,  Maxwcii  St,  Hull. 


WRITE  FOR  PARTICULARS. 
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TRADE  ITEMS. 


Messrs.  Tamlin's  23rd  Annual  Catalogue. 

We  have  received  a  copy  of  Messrs.  Tamlin's  23rd 
annual  catalogue,  and  the  great  strides  made  in  poultry 
appliances  in  the  last  few  years  are  well  evidenced  in 
this  excellent  and  artistic  production.  With  the  aid  of 
reliable  and  thoroughly  practical  appliances,  poultry 
farming  has  become  one  of  the  staple  industries  of  this 
country.  As  is  well  known,  Mr.  Tanilin  specialises  in 
poultry  appliances,  his  whole  time  being  devoted  to  the 
study  of  poultry  keepers'  requirements,  and  he  is  there- 
fore in  a  position  to  give  his  customers  expert  advice. 

As  far  as  incubators  are  concerned  Mr.  Tamlin's  sales 
have  exceeded  during  the  past  92  years  the  enormous 
total  of  95,425,  and  it  has  been  estimated  that  this 
amounts  to  more  than  half  the  total  number  of  incubators 
produced  in  the  world  during  that  period.  Out  of  this 
total  not  a  single  machine  has  been  returned  to  him 
through  faulty  construction. 

For  his  Nonpareil  Storm  Proof  Foster  Mother  and 
Out- door  Rearer  he  has  been  awarded  at  home  and 
abroad,  over  50  gold  and  silver  medals,  while  Tamlin's 
Sunbeam  Foster  Mother  or  Out-door  Brooder  has  been 
awarded  five  silver  medals. 

This  year's  catalogue  contains  exhaustive  particulars 
of  every  class  of  poultry  appliance  and  poultry  food 
manufactured  by  Mr.  Tamlin. 

The  enormous  number  of  testimonials,  copies  of  which 
are  published  in  the  catalogue,  show  how  excellent  are 
the  goods.  These  testimonials  come  from  all  parts  of 
the  world.  The  catalogue  can  be  obtained  free  on  appli- 
cation from  Mr.  W.  Tamlin,  40,  St.  Margarets,  Twicken- 
ham. 

An  Interesting  Directory. 

From  Mr.  J.  Marsden  Chandler  we  have  received  a 
copy  of  the  Directory  of  Exhibitors  and  Breeders  of 
Plymouth  Rocks  m  the  British  Isles  for  1913.  The  book 
contains,  in  addition  to  the  Directory  of  exhibitors, 
particulars  of  the  various  clubs  specialising  in  Plymouth 
Rocks. 

It  describes  the  chief  points  of  both  the  male  bird  and 
hen  of  each  of  the  standard  species  of  Plymouth  Rocks. 
The  Directory  can  be  obtained  from  Mr.  Marsden  Chand- 
ler, the  well-known  breeder  and  exhibitor  of  Barred 
Plymouth  Rocks,  at  Fairfield,  Brampton,  Chesterfield. 

Mr.  Tamlin's  Exports. 

The  following  is  a  list  of  W.  Tamlin's  exports  for 
March,  1973  :  three  30,  also  six  60  and  six  100  incubators, 
six  60  foster  mothers,  to  Ed.  Barren,  agent  for  vSwitzer- 
land  ;  six  60,  also  six  100  incubators,  to  Hayward,  Young 
&  Co.,  Agent  for  Port  Elizabeth  ;  six  100,  also  six  60  and 
six  30  incubators,  to  Oakes  &  Co.,  agents  for  Madras; 
three  60,  and  three  100  incubators,  also  three  60  foster 
mothers,  to  Treacher  &  Co.,  agents  for  Bombay  ;  thirty 
]oo,  ten  60,  and  six  200  incubators,  fifteen  100  and  fifteen 
60  foster  mothers,  to  Mons.  A.  Masson,  agent  for  France  ; 
six  30,  twelve  60,  seventeen  100,  four  200  incubators,  six 
60  and  six  100  foster  mothers,  to  Messrs.  Chandler,  agents 
for  Melbourne,  Australia  ;  three  30,  three  60,  also  three 
100  incubators,  three  60,  and  three  100  foster  mothers,  to 
A.  F.  Phillips  &  Co.,  agents  for  Rhodesia;  twenty  Hover 
rearers,  to  A.  Newcomb  &  Co.,  agents  for  New  Zealand  ; 
six  100  incubators,  to  H.  E.  Marcarenhas,  agent  for 
Portugal;  one  200  incubator,  to  Valparaiso,  order  of 
Bullock  «&  Co.  ;  one  60  incubator  and  one  60  foster 
mother,  to  Miss  E.  Spring,  Newfoundland;  one  loo 
incubator,  to  W.  E.  Badcock,  Tasmania. 


OUR    BOOK  MARKET. 

Any  of  the  Jollowing  books  will  be  supplied  at  the  prices 
named.    Cash  must  ahvays  accompany  orders. 
Amateup  Poultry  -  Keeper.    By  w.  M.  Elkington. 

120  pages.    Fifteen  illustrations.    Price,  1/2  post  free. 

Incubators  and  their  Management.   By  J.  H.  Sut- 

CLiFFE.  Fifth  Edition.  Illustrated.  Price,  post  free,  1/2. 

Lett's  Poultry  -  Keeper's  Account  Book.   Edited  by 

Lewis  Wright.  Cr.  8vo.  Post  free  in  the  United 
Kingdom,  the  Colonies,  and  foreign  countries,  2/8. 

Poultry  and   Egg  Raising  at  Home.  By  w.  M. 

Elkington.    Illustrated.    Price,  post  free  1/2, 

Poultry  Culture  for  Profit.  By  Rev.  T.  W.  Sturges, 

M.A.  Third  Edition.  Cr.  Bvo,  134  pages.  Fully  illus- 
trated. Post  free  in  the  United  Kingdom,  the  Colonies, 
and  foreign  countries,  paper  covers,  1/3;  cloth,  1/9. 

Poultry  Fattening.  By  Edward  Brown,  F.L.S.  Fifteen 
illustrations,  120  pages.    Price,  1/2  post  free. 

Poultry  for  Prizes  and  Profit.  By  James  Long.  New 

Edition.  Revised  by  W.  M.  Elkington.  Illustrated. 
Post  free  6/4  in  the  United  Kingdom  ;  in  the  Colonies 
and  abroad,  7/6. 

Poultry- Keeping  as  an  Industry  for  Farmers  and 
Cottagers.  By  Edward  Brown,  F.L.S.,  Secretary 
of  the  National  Poultry  Organisation  Society.  Sixth 
Edition.  4to,  206  pages,  fully  illustrated.  Post  free  in 
the  United  Kingdom,  0/6 ;  6/9  to  the  Colonies  and 
foreign  countries. 

Popular  Poultry  -  Keeping.  By  W.  M.  Elkington. 
Illustrated.    Price,  post  free,  1/2. 

Possibilities  of  Modern  Poultry  -  Farming.   By  J. 

Stephen  Hicks  and  W.  H.  G.  Ewart.  Price, 
post  free. 

Progressive  Poultry  Culture.  By  Arthur  A.  Brigham, 

B.S.,  Ph.D.  Illustrated.  300  pages.  Post  free,  6/6. 

The  Practical  Poultry-Keeper.   By  Lewis  Wright. 

Cr.  Bvo,  320  pages,  with  eight  coloured  plates  and  other 
illustrationB.  Post  free  in  the  United  Kingdom,  3/10 ; 
4/-  to  the  Colonies  and  foreign  countries. 

Races  of  Domestic  Poultry.    By  Edward  Brown, 

F.L.S. ,  Secretary  of  the  National  Poultry  Organisation 
Society.  4to,  234  pages,  with  chapters  on  breeding, 
fully  illustrated.  Post  free  in  the  United  Kingdom,  6/6; 
6/9  to  the  Colonies  and  foreign  countries. 

Record  Poultry  Book.  Nine  illustrations.  Written  by 
Experts.    Post  free,  l^d. 

Record  Poultry  Book.  Nine  illustrations.  Written  by 
Experts  in  Welsh.    Price,  post  free,  l^d. 

Report  on  the  Poultry  Industry  in  America.  By 

Edward  Brown,  F.L.S.  Third  Edition.  Fully  illus- 
trated.   Price,  post  free,  1/3. 

Report  on  the  Poultry  Industry  in  Denmark  and 

Sweden.-  By  Edward  Brown,  F.L.S.  Fully  illus- 
trated.   Price,  post  free,  1/3. 

The  New  Book  of  Poultry  By  Lewis  Wright.  Demy 
4to,  600  pages,  with  many  coloured  plates,  &c.  Post 
free  in  the  United  Kingdom,  21/10 ;  24/-  to  the  Colonies 
and  foreign  countries. 

The  Poultry  Manual.  By  Rev.  T.  W.  Sturges,  M.A. 
600  pages,  52  illustrations.    Price,  6/6  post  free. 

Report  on  the  Second  National  Poultry  Con- 
ference, 1907.  Edited  by  Edward  Brown,  F.L.S. 
382  pages,  with  nine  illustrations.  Post  free  in  the  United 
Kingdom,  5/6  ;  in  the  Colonies  and  foreign  countries,  6/-. 
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BRITAIN'S  MOST 
SUCCESSFUL 
INCUBATOR  .  . 

is  a  phrase  wc  take  pride  in  using-  in 
connection  with  the  HEBDITCH 
IM.'ichine.  We  are  not  led  to  adopt 
this  phrase  throu<fh  any  selfish 
motives  but  because  of  the  many 
flattering  expressions  of  our  clients 
from  all  parts  of  the  country.  We 
take  all  the  risk,  as 


The  Hebditch  Hot  Air  Non -Moisture  IN- 
CUBATOR is  sent  out  on  a  MONTH'S 
FREE  TRIAL  or  longer  if  desired,  ana  if 
it  is  not  satisfactory  we  return  the  price 
paid  for  it  IN  FULL,  and  pay  carriage 
both  ways.  The  1913  pattern  is  fitted  with 
all  the  latest  REAL  improvements  at  the 
following  carriage  paid  prices  — 


70  Egg  Size 
100 
160 
260 
390 


£3  O 

3  15 

4  5 

6  0 

7  5 


Our  Appliances  have  won  Medals,  the  high- 
est awards,  at  the  Dairy,  Palace  and  other 
leading  Shows.  Send  for  our  free  CATA- 
LOGUE giving  full  particlars  of  all  the 
above  and  brimful  of  bargains  from  cover 
to  cover. 

HARRY  HEBDITCH 

Desk  "J  " 

MARTOCK  SOMERSET. 


Poultry 
Husbandry. 

"  The  Quality  Poultry  Journal." 

Edited  by  D.  M.  Geeen. 
"  The  Quality  Poultry  Journal  " 
is  recognised  as  a  trustworthy  and 
authoritative  publication  on  all 
Poultry  matters.  Its  Editor  is 
well-known  throughout  the  poultry 
world  and  his  journal  is  so  com- 
prehensive as  to  be  indispensable 
to  all  who  are  in  any  way  interested 
in  poultry.  Specimen  copy  free. 
Subscription  4/2  per  annum  post 
free. 

United  Poultry  Publishing  Co., 
WATERVILLE,  N.Y.,  U.S.A. 


\ 


The  Stanley  Cleft 
Chestnut  Pale  Fencing. 

strong,  Durable,  Easily 
Erected  ana  Economical 

MADE  THROUGHOUT  FROM 
ALL-BRITISH  MATERIALS 


Special  Quotations 
for  large  Quantities. 


A  Special  Design  is  made 
for  use  in  Hunting  Districts. 


A7varded  Silver  Medal  at  Festival 
of  Empire,  ign,  Crystal  Palace. 


Prices  &  full  Particulars  free  from 

The  Stanley  Underwood,  Co. 
Shottermill, 
HASLEMERE,  SURREY. 


THE 
POULTRY 
MANUAL. 

BY  THK 

Rev.  T.  W.  STURGES,  M.A., 

Vice-President  Poultry  Club,  &c  , 

Author  of  '  Poultry  Culture  for  Profit,' 

Size,  8f  inches  by  sf  inches. 

Over  600  pages,  exclusive  of  adver- 
tisements. 

9  COLOURED  PLATES. 

43  Black  and  White  Illustpations. 

The  book  contains  information 
relative  to 

Poultry  Housing  and  General  Manage- 
ment, Feeding,  Incubators,  Rearing, 
Insect  Pests,  Weeding  out  the  Chicks,  the 
Commercial  Side  of  Poultry-Keeping,  Pre- 
paring for  Exhibition,  Mendelism  as 
applied  to  Poultry  Breeding  and  Colour 
in  Poultry,  together  with  a  descriptive 
account  of  the  different  breeds  and 
varieties  of  Fowls  and  Notes  on  Mating  ; 
a  full  glossary  and  Index, 

Attractively  bound  in  cloth. 

Price,  6/' ;   Post  Free,  6/6,  from 

R.   T.    LANG,  Ltd. 

Tudor  House,  Tudor  Street,  E.G. 


The  Investor's 
Monthly  Manual 

ESTABLISHED  1864. 

An  indispensable  Work  of  Reference  to 
everyone  interested  in  the  movements  of 
Stocks  and  Shares. 

Absolutely  free  from  any  connection  with 
any  financial  house  or  speculative  agency 

The  Investors  Monthly  Manual  is  pub- 
lished at  the  beginning  of  each  nionth(generally 
on  the  2nd  and  is  bv  far  the  MOST  COMPLETE 
PERIODICAL  RECORD  in  existence  of  the 
dealings  throughout  theUnitedKingdom  during 
and  up  to  the  last  day  of  each  month,  m  every 
descript'on  of  Stocks  and  Shares,  etc. 

The  Manual  gives  particulars  of  three  thous- 
and securities  (many  of  which  are  not  quoted 
on  the  London  Stock  Exchange),  with  their 
variations  in  price  dui'ing  the  month  and 
during  the  year,  the  dividends  recently  paid, 
and  the  yield  to  an  investor  at  present  quota- 
tions. 

A  "  Summary  of  Profit  and  Loss  Accounts  " 
presents  a  comparison  of  Industrial  Companies 
not  to  found  elsewhere.  The  Manual  also 
contains  a  finajicial  record  of  the  Month, 
together  with  articles  and  notes  upon  current 
topics  of  interest. 

Ordinary  Numbers,  price  Is. ;  by  post  Is.  IJd- 
Double  Numbers  (published  in  .Jan.  &  July) 
price  Is.  6cl.,  by  post  Is.  9d. 
Annual  Subscription  (including  Double 
Numbers),  14s.  9cl.  post  free. 


Publishing  Office, 

3,  ARUNDEL  STREET, 
STRAND,  LONDON,  W.C. 


The  Illustrated  Poultry  Record 

LAYING  

INCUBATOR,  and 
SITTING  HEN.  . 
CHARTS  .... 

have  been  designed  to  assist  Poul- 
try-keepers, and  are  not  sold  to 
make  a  profit  for  the  Publishers — 
the  price  will  tell  you  that.  The 
Record  Sheets  are  the  most  com- 
plete ever  offered,  and  you  cannot 
afford  to  be  without  them.  Prices: 

1 00  Laying  or  Incubator  Charts  4  '6 
50  „  „  2/6 

12     „  „  „  8d. 

100  Sitting  Hen  Charts  2  6 

50        „  „  1/6 

12        „  „  5d. 

With  every  four  dozen  Charts  we 
present,  free  of  charge,  a  file  in 
which  to  keep  them,  or  these  files 
may  be  purchased  at  6d.  each. 

Write  for  Samples. 


R.   T.    LANG,  Ltd., 

Tudor  House,  Tudor  Street,  E.G. 
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THE  SMALLHOLDERS'  HANDBOOK. 

Written  by  Experts  in  all  branches  of  Farming— Dairying, 
Pig-Keeping,  Poultry  Farming,  Management  of  Farm, 
Lands,  and  Crops,— Bee-Keeping  and  Market  Gardening. 
A  splendid  book  for  everyone  with  a  small  piece  of  land 
which  he  would  like  to  turn  to  account.  Fully  illustrated. 
Bound  in  waterproof  material,  gilt,  3/6  net ;  by  post,  3/10. 

INCUBATORS  AND  THEIR  MANAGEMENT. 

New  Edition  (the  seventh)  just  out.  Gives 
just  the  information  required  by  persons 
running,  or  proposing  to  run  an  Incubator. 
By  J.  H  Su&cliftd.  illustrated.  1/-  net ;  by 
post,  1/2. 

PROFITABLE  POULTRY-FARMING. 

The  methods  that  give  the  best  results  and 
the  mistakes  to  be  avoided.  In  paper,  1/- 
net ;  by  post  1/2. 

BREAKING  AND  TRAINING  DOGS. 

An  admirable  Book  and  a  standard  work  on  educating  dogs  for 
all  purposes,  on  the  farm  or  elsewhere.  Illustrated.  In 
waterproof  material,  g-ilt,  6/6  net ;  by  post,  6/10. 

PRACTICAL  PIG-KEEPING. 

In  paper,  1/-  net ;  by  post,  1/2. 

BOOK  OF  BEE-KEEPING. 

Clearly  written  and  thoroughly  up-to-date.  Well  illustrated. 
Fourth  edition,  in  paper,  1/-  net ;  by  post,  1/2  ;  in  cloth  gilt,  1/6 
net ;  by  post  1/8. 

FRUIT  CULTURE. 

In  the  Open  Air ;  with  instructions  for  dealing  with  Insect 
Pests  and  Fungoid  Diseases.  Third  Edition.  In  paper,  1/- 
net ;  by  post,  1/2. 

MODERN  DAIRY  FARMING. 

Including  the  making  of  Butter  and  Cheeses.  A  thoroughly 
practical  book.  Illustrated.  In  waterproof  material,  gilt,  6/6 
net  ;  by  post,  3/10. 

PROFITABLE  PIG-BREEDING  AND  FEEDING. 

Emphasising  the  commercial  possibilities  in  the  production 
of  Pig  Meats.  Illustrated.  In  waterproof  material,  gilt,  3/6 
net ;  by  po.st,  3/10. 


L.  UPCOTT  GILL,  Bazaar  Buildings,  Driiry  Lane,  W.C. 


Day-Old  Chicks. 

100,000  for  1913. 

Amazing  Thrivers.    Scottish  Bred. 

Before  buying-  your  Chicks  or  Eergrs  this 
year  write  for  R.  "Miller's  Art  CHICKEN 

BOOK,  THE  FINEST  CHICKliN  CATALOGUE 
EVER  PUBLISHED. 

IT  g-ives  Particulars  of  the  Largest  and 
most  up-to-date  Chicken  Hatchery  in  the 

WORLD. 

A  Revelation  of  Scottish  Enterppise. 
THE  WONDER  OF  POULTRYDOM  ! 

'to  ROBERT  MILLER, 

S.P.F.,  DENNY,  SCOTLAND. 


The  World's  Leadings 
Poultry  Paper 

—        IS  THE  — 

Reliable  Poultry  Journal 

80-172  pages  and  cover  per  month  (9  x  12) 
vSubscriptiou  price,  4s.  2d.  per  annum,  or 
with  "Illustrated  Poultry  Record"  10/5, 

Address  : 

Reliable  Poultry  Journal  Pub.  Co. 
Box  F.  Quincy,  Illnois. 


t  

Miss  R.  B.  Babcock 

One  of  the  hirgest  and  most  successful 
breeders  and  exhibitors  in  England  of 

Old  English  Game,  Andalusians,  Barred  Rocks,  Black 
and  White  Leghorns,  White  Orpingtons,  White  Wyan- 
dottes.  Dark  Dorkings,  Indian  Game,  etc.,  etc.,  also 
Old  English  and  Indian  and  Variety  Bantams,  etc. 

WINNER   OF  OVER 


Challenge  Cups,  etc.,  is  in  a  position  satis- 
factorily to  execute  any  orders,  large  or  small, 
Show  or  Stock  Birds,  Eggs  for  sitting,  Day-old 
Chicks,  Breeding  Pens. 

Exports  a  Speciality 

Exhibition  Specimens  from  30/'. 
Stock  Birds  from  10/6. 
Utility  (finest  laying  strains)  from  7/6  each. 

Grange  Hill  Prize  Poultry  Yards,  |  Chigwell 
Hainault  Utility  Poultry  Farm,  f  Row,  Essex 

Managrcr-G.  SPRINGETT. 

N.B. — Miss  Babcock's  Stock,  which  have  won  so  many 
Prizes,  Challenge  Cups,  etc.,  can  only  be  had 
now  at  above  address. 


Sample  Copy 
mailed  on  . 
Request. 


If  you  are  interested 
in  Advertising,  write 

NOW  for  a  copy  of 

"  Modern 
Advertising." 

POST  FREE. 

R.  T.  LANG,  Ltd., 

Tudor  House,  Tudor  Street, 
LONDON,  E.G. 
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PREPAID  - 

ADVERTISEMENTS. 

ONE  PENNY  FOR 

EVERY  TWO  WORDS. 

6  insertions  for  Price  of  5 
12       „  „      „  9 


BRAHMAS. 


T.  LONG  BOTTOM,  Highfield,  Bur- 

I  ey,  Wharfdale,  winner  of  International  cham- 
pion challenge  trophy  at  Crystal  Palace  for 
best  bird  in  show,  life-long  breeder  and  exhibi- 
tor of  high-class  poultry,  has  light  Brahmas, 
white  Orpingtons  and  Pekin  Bantams,  exhib- 
ition or  stock  birds,  always  for  sale ;  reason- 
able prices ;  approval. 


CAMPINES. 


REV.  E.   LEWIS  JONES,  Hon. 

Si  c  Campine  Club,  Vice  -  President  Poultry 
Club,  Hoyope  Rectory,  KnigLton,  Radnorshire. 
Breeder  of  the  prem'er  strain  of  Silver  Campines, 
and  of  Gold  Campines,  Blue  and  Black  Wyan- 
dottes.  Eggs,  single  birds  and  mated  pens  for 
exhibition  or  utility. 

ISAAC^^PENCIER, 

RHODE  ISLAND  RED  FARM, 
KNOX,  HARROGATE. 

Specialist  breeder  of  Single  Comb  Hcds,  offers  Kggs 
from  both  liis  exhibition  winners  including  Palace 
and  Club  Show,  UtilitN  ,  ill!  from  hen  that  laid  2-70 
epgs  in  11  montlis.  I'^ggs  15/-,  10  (i,  S'O  and  3,6. 
List  of  pens  and  wins  free.  All  correspondence  to 
be  addressed  to  tlie  JNlanagcr,  J.  S.  PARKIN. 


LEGHORNS. 


WHITE  LEGHORN  SPECIALIST 

— The  Victoria  Memorial  Poultry  Farm, Becker- 
met,  Cumberland.  Honours  at  leading  shows. 
Have  birds  for  exhibition,  stock,  or  utility  for 
sale.  Eggs  during  season.  Export  orders  ha\e 
special  attention.    Write  your  requirements. 


AUSTRALIAN  White  Leghorns,  1912 

Cockerels — from  imix)rted  pen,  cock  sired  by  brother 
to  winners  of  the  World's  Itecord  in  191 1 ;  dams,"  in 
breeding  absolutely  my  best"  (wrote  Mr.  Padman) 
—12/6  each.  Ditto,  second  generation,  10/6.  IMiss 
Giilett,  Walpole,  Haylesworth,  Suffolk. 

CAM'S  DREADNOUQHTS.— My 

four  White  Leghorn  Pullets  laid  324  eggs  in  16 
weeks  and  have  proved  themselves  to  be  W  orld's 
Champion  Winter  Layers.  My  strains  of  White 
Leghorns,  White  Wyandottes,  and  BufF  Orping- 
tons have  won  more  prizes  in  the  last  four  years' 
laying  competitions  than  any  two  Firms,  proof 
of  honest  dealing.  I  can  now  spare  few  breed- 
ing pens  of  1910—11  hatched  birds.  Now  is  your 
chance  to  get  England's  best  layers.  igi2  Cock- 
erels ready  10/6  to  25/-  each.  Lists  free. — Apply 
E.  Cam,  The  Glen  Poultry  Farm,  Hoghton,  near 
Preston. 


MALINES. 


STOCK   BIRDS  of    all  varieties; 

also  chicks,  eggs,  coucou,  white,  black,  turkey 
head,  ermine.  The  largest  and  most  successful 
breeder  of  Malines  in  England.  Latest  wins 
Crystal  Palace  :  Two  ists  and  two  specials,  two 
ands,  a  3rd  and  4th.  No  birds  without  cards.— 
For  prices  and  particulars  apply  Major  Herbert 
(Hon.  Sec,  Malines  Poultry  Club),  Ty-Gwyn, 
Raglan,  Hon. 


ORPINGTONS. 


MISS  EDWARDS,  Coaley  Poultry 

Farm,  Gloucestershire,  exports  winners  to  all 
parts  of  the  world.  Has  won  numerous  Challenge 
Cups.  BulT  Orpingtons  240-egg  strain,  White 
Wyandottes,  Buff  Leghorns,  Campines,  Sussex 
Dacks.    Catalogue     Pupils  received. 


MESSRS.  BATEMAN,   |  w.  stirlinq=hamilton.  Eggs, 


MILNTHORPE,  WESTMORLAND. 

Pioneer  Breeders  of  Buff  Rocks  and  Breeders  of 
Champion 

Barred,  Buff,  White,  &  Black 

PLYMOUTH  ROCKS, 

which  cannot  be  beaten  either  tor  laving  qualities 
or  exhibition  merits.  They  prove  this  combina- 
tion has  been  achie\  ed. 

Birds  either  tor  home  or  abroad  supplied  on 
absolutely  fair  terms.  Amateurs  specially  treated 
and  advised  gratis. 

Sixteen  j'ears'  regular  winnings  at  Dairy, 
Crystal  Palace,  and  classical  events. 


SANDERSON  BROS., 

Li^ht  Speckled  and  lied  Sussex  eggs  from  Pen  f. 
10/-  per  dozen.  Pen  II.  .1/-  per  dozen,  £5'-  ]ier  100. 
Also  liulT  and  White  Orjiington,  White  Wyandotte, 
Barred  Plymoutli  liock,  Black  and  White  Leghorn 
eggs.  Pen  f.  7/(i  per  dozen.  Pen  It.  3/6  per  dozen, 
2i>,'-  per  too.  All  unfertile  eggs  replaced,  llay-old 
chicks  from  the  above  breeds  hatdiing  each  week 
Please  send  for  list  of  hatchings  at  once 
Lower  Lodg^e  Poultry  Farm 
BILLINGSHURST,  SUSSEX. 


MRS.  HARRY  JONES,  The  Vicar 

age,  I^ong  I^ane,  Elwali,  Derby.  Eggs.  Cham- 
pion Cups,  Specials,  Medals,  Firsts,  etc.  Guaran- 
teed cup  strains  for  show  and  hardy  layers, 
correctly  mated  to  produce  winners  by  my 
manager,  Robert  Butterfield,  late  of  Nafterton 
Hall,  headquarters  for  the  famous  Butterfields. 
Old  strains,  up-to-date  bred.  Barred  and  Buff 
Rocks,  Ai  pen  zrs..  No.  2  pen  6s.;  f<hode  Island 
Keds,  Ai  pen  21s.,  No.  2  pen  6s,;  Black  and 
White  Leghorns,  Buff  and  White  Orpingtons, 
White  and  Columbian  Wyandottes,  6s.  and 
3s.  6d.,  sittings,  pens  contain  cup  and  first 
winners.  12  eggs  12  chicks.  Catalogues  free. 
Vacancy  for  pupils. 


BARRED  ROCK  Breeders 

Learn  more  about  your  birds. 

Send  50c.  for  one  Year's 
subscription  to 

NATIONAL 
BARRED  ROCK 
JOURNAL. 

Only  Monthly  Magazine  in  the  World 
devoted    exclusively  to  Barred  Rocks. 

Oflicial  Oigau  fortlie  Breed. 

W.    L.  ROBINSON, 

Union  City,  Michigan  (Box  122)  U.S.A. 


Chicks  (all  ages).  Birds  Speciality;  highest  winter 
laying  strains— liuff  and  White  Orpingtons,  White 
Wyandottes,  Light  and  Speckled  Sussex,  Barred 
flocks,  ]{.  I.  11.  (sc.),  White  Leghorns,  Minorcas, 
White  La  Bres.se,  Aylesbury  and  Buff  Orpington 
Ducks,  Egg.s,  7/<i,  5/-,  and  3/6  doz.,  35/-  and  V>\-  100. 
Day-old  chicks  and  Ducklings  double  price  of  eggs, 
hatching  daily.  I\Iothers  3/6  extra.  M.B.  Turkey 
eggs,  1/-  each..  Chicks  2/-  each.  Live  delivery 
guaranteed.  Catalogue  free.  Pupils  taken.  Itascals 
Poultry  Farm,  South  water,  Sussex.  

STOCK  BIRDS. 

GEORGE   A.    PALMER,  Wykin, 

Hinckley,  liaii  Cockerels  from  perfectly  sound  prolific 
stock  :  White,  Black  Leghorns,  Minorcas,  Houdans, 
White  Wyandottes,  Buff,  IJarred  IJocks;  Buff,  White 
Orpingtons  ;  Faverolles,  Light  Sussex,  Ithode  Island 
Heds,  Indian  Game;  also  grand  Aylesbury  and 
Itunner  Drakes  and  Ducks  ;  7s.  6d.,  9s.,  10s.  Gd.,and 
upwards. 

Sole  proprietor  PALMKR'S  3  per  cent.  Oil  lirand 
Fish  Meal,  the  wonderful  new  poultry  food  ;  cata- 
logues, samples, testimonials, informationfrec  ;  1  ton 
\  ton  £6  6s.,  \  ton  £3  5s.,  f.o.r.  Hull  ;  1  cwt. 
1  (is.  Cd.,  ^  cwt.  8s.  6d.,  \  cwt.  4s.  6d.,  carr.  paid  Eng- 
land and  Wales  ;  biscuit,  grit,  shell,  4ic. 

PYNE'S  EGGS 

'J'he  common  sense  and  supreme  advantage  of 
hatching  chicks  from  hardy  prolific  stock,  running 
on  a  north-east  coast  moorland  farm  (Pyne's  own 
pro))erty), is  obvious  !  Pyne's  reliable  white  Leghorn, 
black  Leghorn,  buff  Orpington,  white  Orpington, 
white  Wyandotte,  or  partridge  Wyandotte  Eggs  by 
return  (printed  guarantee  enclosed)  3/6  dozen  ;  fifty 
l-'/<!;  100,  '.^2/6;  special  quality,  7/6  dozen;  fifty, 
27/-;  100,  50/-;  ever^'  egg  guaranteed  fresh  and 
fertile,  and  from  vigorous,  expertly  mated  pens 
of  prize  prolific  winter  layers.  Pyne's  replace  ali  un- 
fertile eggs,  or  if  10  out  of  12  do  not  hatch,  give  anot- 
her lot  half  price.  Recording  nests  are  used  and  more 
painstaking  selection  is  bestowed  on  Pyne's  than  on 
most  guinea  sittings.  Assorted  eggs  sent  if  desired. 
Name  alternative  breeds,  it  passible.  Pyne's  strains 
have  for  years  been  entered  in  the  Utility  Poultry  CUib 
Register  and  bred  to  Poultry'  Club  standard.  Pyne's 
customers  are  wiimers  not  only  at  the  great  laying 
competitions,  but  at  numerous  open  exhibitions, 
Pyne's  send  free  by  return  instructive  catalogue 
describing  the  scientific  egg-recording  system  of 
breeding  orlainallv  apjilied  l)v  them  in  1H02. 

PYNE,  RAVENSCAR,  YORKSHIRE. 

Note  !— Late-hatched  birds  of  Pyne's  strain  fre- 
((ueiKly  make  steadiest  winter  layers;  chicks,  stock 
birds,  always  ready. 

wyandottes! 


JOHN     WHARTON,  Honeycott 

Farm,  Hawes,  Yorkshire,  25  ycus  breeder  of 
Wyandottes  and  introducer  of  I'artvidge  and 
Silver  Pencilled  Wyandottes  into  England,  has 
alwaj'S  on  sale  Paitridge,  white  and  silver  pen- 
cilled. Stock  birds  from  io/6.  Exhibition  speci- 
mens from  30/-.  Utility  7/6  each.  Approval. 
During  past  25  years  Mr.  Wharton  has  won 
thousands  of  prizes  all  with  birds  his  own  rearing, 
and  he  has  at  least  bred  over  100  Dairy  and  Crystal 
Palace  ist  prize  winners.  He  has  successfully 
exported  birds  all  over  the  world.  He  is  open  to 
quote  for  any  variet}',  carriage  paid  to  any  part  of 
the  world.  Visit  Honeycott  Farm  and  see  how 
the  birds  are  reared  900  feet  above  sea  level. 


VARIOUS. 


MRS,   CHATTERTON,  Smarden, 

Kent.  Breeder,  Exhibitor,  Exporter  of  Rosecomb 
Rhode  Island  Reds,  2nd  and  3rd  prizes  Club  Show  ; 
Black  and  White  La  Bresse,  winners  of  many  1st 
prizes ;  White  Orpingtons  White  Wyandottes. 
Catalogue  free. 


ABSOLUTELY    ANYTHING  in 

White  Wyandottes  can  be  supplied  by  the  .Specialist, 
J.  Stephen  Hicks,  Bottisham,  Cambridge.  Illus- 
trated List.    Large  Exporter,  Resident  Pupils^  

WYANDOTTES 

All  Colours.  Cockerels  and  Pullets,  January 
to  April,  5/-, C/-,  7/6,  10/-  .  Show  Birds  £1,  £2, 
upwards  ;  approval.       Vacancy  for  Pupil, 

A.  _     E  X.  X-  E  T  T, 

(Originator  of  Black  Wyandottes). 
Waterfall  Poultry  Farm,  SOUTHGATE,  N. 
Station.  NEW  SoUTHGATE.  (8  minutes'  walk). 

SYDNEY       HILLER,  specialist 

breeder  Golden,  Silver,  white  and  Black  Wyan- 
dottes and  S.C.  Rhode  Island  Reds.  Birds  always 
for  sale  from  5/-  each.  Eggs.  Day  old  chicks. 
Export  orders  every  attention.  Cleveland  Poultry 
Farm,  Standon,  Herts,   


E.  H.  TURRELL,  Esq., 

YOKOHAMkS. 
CRYSTAL  PALACE  WINS. 

Yokohama  Challcng^e  Trophy. 
Second. 

J?i7Jh.  cottage, 

Reserve.  Ide  Hill, 

V.H.C.  ^ 

H.c.  &  c.  Sevenoaks. 
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THE  MORLAND  DOUBLE  BROODER. 


Two  brooders  at  cost 
of  one. 

Oil  consumption  no 
greater  than  in  old- 
fashioned  single  cham- 
ber type. 

Labour  bill  halved. 

Absolutely  storm- 
proof. 

STRONG  BIRDS  SEPA- 
RATED   FROM  WEAK 


PATENT    No.    28219— 1910. 


Price:  £4  10s.    Carriage  paid  England  and  Wales. 


Lamp  fumes  amongst 
chicks  impossible. 

Thorough  study  made 
of  ventilation. 

Copper  tank  through- 
out, which  can  be 
removed  bodily  in  a 
few  seconds. 

Day  old  chicks  and 
month  old 

IN  SAME  MACHINE. 


The  most  practical  and  reliable  rearer  on  the  market  combining  utility  with  economy. 

The  very  best  material  and  workmanship. 

A  few  opinions 

from  Mr.  C.  Sandell,  Jolesfield,  Partridge  Green.   The  Brooder  you  supplied  me  with  has  worked  very  well.   I  Imve  not  had  the  least 
trouble  with  it  iu  any  way. 

from  Mr.  C.  T.  Edwardes.  Riverside,  Needham  Market.    Would  you  please  send  to  arrive  by  Thursday,  22nd  inst ,  one  Morland  Double 

Brooder.   The  last  one  I  had  from  you  was  most  satisfactory- 
froni  Mr.  S.  C.  Sharpe,  Hon.  Sec.  Sussex  Poultry  Club,  Ringmer,  Lewes.    Pleased  to  say  Brooder  is  very  satisfactory, 
from  Mr.  R.  Tellam  Hocking,  Tregawne,  Withiel.    We  received  the  Foster-Mother  which  I  like  very  much. 

from  Mr.  F.  H.  Wheeler,  Bridge  House,  Marden.   I  am  very  pleased  to  inform  you  that  so  far  I  have  had  excellent  results  from  your 
Brooders,  can  you  send  me  one  at  once  for  delivery  by  Thursday  next. 


Manufacturers  also  of  all  Poultry  Appliances. 


Catalogue  post  free  by  return. 


THE  MORLAND  APPLIANCE  Coy,,  CRAWLEY,  SUSSEX. 


who  has  one  of 
the  best  studs  of 


Red  Selfs  and 
Red  &  Yellow  Whitesides 

in  the  country,  can  spare   a  few 
grand  birds  in  these  varieties.  Typ^ 
and  colour  of  the  best. 

PRICES  REASONABLE 

SATISFACTION  GUARANTEED. 

Fiill  Particulars  on  apijUcation  to  — 

53,  Pershore  Road,  Selly  Park, 

BIRMINGHAIW. 


'buffed  Tumblers 

All  Varieties. 


II  'IIMI'  H'lli  (I'll  ir 


Birds  from  my  loft  have  won 

250  Prizes  during  1912 

including  Altrincham,  Dairy,  Man- 
chester. L.P.T.  Club,  and  Birming- 
ham Columbarian,  etc. 


Being  overstocked,  and  wishing  to  extend 
the  fancy,  I  have  the  whole  of  my  winning 
lUues  and  Silvers  for  sale,  in  one  lot  pre- 
ferred. Also  winners  and  stock  birds  in 
saddles  and  badges  at  reasonable  prices. 


ALFRED    E,  STOKES, 

63,  Gough  Road,  Edgbaston, 
BIRMINGHAM. 
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